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PHE Author being elſewhere imployed in the Church's Service when the fol - 


3 f lowing Sheets were Printed, there are ſeveral Eſcapes, partly occaſioned through 


tit overſight of the Tranſcriber of the Copy, which it's hop'd the Candid Reader 
All amend, as follows. 285 
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| bis. 1, 17.7. let. I. 22. 5 p. 7. I. f. r. which Separation ean 
never. I. 27. r. Chriſt's Fay. 
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I. 37. r. offer. p. 4. L 13. r. his. I. 14. d. and. I. 15. r. refuted, p. 5. I. 12. r. abjured l. 13. 
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p. 15. I. 10. r. ſeverals, p. 19. I. 10. 1. Elder. I. 16. r. indi, I. 34. r. indie. P. 20. J. 9. Is 
indick. p. 21. I. 8. r.publice. I. 11. r. privative l. 23. r. what, 1.36. r. Aſſembly ſat. p. 226 
I. 25. r. they were to appoint. I. ult. d. preſent. p. 23. I. 19. r. Reaſons. I. penult. r. Lord, 

p.26. I. 9. r. in the. I. 22. r. generally. p. 28. I. 6. r. notwithſtanding as. p. 29: 1. 4. r. vero 


p. 30. I. 32. 1. to preſent. p. 35. I. 21. r. not. p 36. 1.2.1. or. p. 37. I. 34. I. or. 


39. 1. 38. d. would. p. 40. 1. 16. r. a little. p. 43. J. 27. r. Tea; I. 34. r. them 


5 178 r. 494. P. 46. I. 40. 1. not to be accuſed. p.747. 1. 34-1 Perſons. I. 37. r. Sinterity,. 


p. 50. 1. 21. f. either. I. 23. d. come. 1 36. d, if they did do their duty. I. ult. r. letting, 

1. L II. r. t!ls, p. 55. d. that, and add, Mr. Hepburn's not acknowledging of his Gaal. 
. r. Bourignians. I. 39. 1. Bowrig ::1aniſm. | 9 — 
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| Chriſtian Reader, 
5 Chriſtian Reader, n | bh 2 
4 J DE 
old not ſoeafilyybern prevail d with, to have meddled in ſuch Matters, 


„./ great Conſequence to this Church, confidering my unfitneſs for ſuch 

; hy ot ee in Companiſon of gthers. Were. A s Yn e of. 

eat Parts and Abilities for ſuch Performances in this Corner, doeither © 
urterly forget, or wholly neglect, to Write upon ſuch Subjecte, eſpecially in 
ſucb Reeling and Diſtratting Times, when tho Ordinances, Fudicatories, ante 
BF Miniſters of CHRIST are ſo vilipendsd and run down, aud ſo the grand *' 
Deſgu of the Devil is carryed on; in which Caſe I think all fhould Contri= * 
bute according to their Talents for the ſtopping thereof. And in my Uuder- 
zakings, I fincerely Declare, that I deſire not to offend the weakeſt of GOD's 
People, and, I can ſay, that ( according to the ſmall. Light which GOD has be- 
fow'd upon me) I earneſtly deſir d, and impartially endeavour d to Convince 
my own Conſcience of the Truth of theſe Points, of ſo great Concern to this © 
Church ʒ and which makes ſo great Difference amongſt GOD's People, aud 
Noiſe ix, tbis Part of the World ,, before I could think upon, the Printing any „ 
thing of them , ſo that what I have ſaid is not to put a value upon my wn +about— 
Qpinton, or 10 pleag for any Corruption or abuſe in our Church: But only to | 
undeceive a poor unthinking and miſled People, and to prevent others from be- 
ing led away, by the like Means: For,. by our Differences the Generality of 
HNople are turned looſe to uncertainty in Religion; yea * of the Godly are 
RF puzled, and like to be miſled, Church Diſcipline ii made Ineffectual, and we 
are full of Strife and Debate upon all Occaſions, and a Rent 1simduftriouſly 
carried on, and thoſe Grievances which in the jollowing Sheets I efſay to an- 
ſwer, are made the Grounds of all: And ſeeing this Book is not the Work of one 
8 Man, but is Written in the Name of a whole Party, I know the anſwering of 
ſuch is like the handling of a Sore, which the Perſon troubled cannot endure . 
ro be touched, tho with a ſoft and gentle Hand. However when I conſider my 
Duty to GOD, and this Church, notwithſtanding of all the N which 
will be made by Peeviſh and Partial People, I reſolve to make an Eſſay 20. 
wards the removing of thoſe Grievances, and I deſign to give no"reproachf; 
Language or Perſonal Reflectious to any 1 all thoſe pith Care I'll de- 
| ; Z F 2 1 : 
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25 ile Epiſtle to the Reader. FO 
ive; But if Truth and Reaſon will anger them, T*cannot help that, Nox 
5 45 1 1 4 ſelf obliged to pleaſe any Body by. 3 ſuch in 
 zbeſe Controverſies, and upon 142 an Occafion : Tet Ido declare, that my de- 

g ie not to exaſperate any, but to perſwade and argue them into a better | 
_ eefpattion ro Union, by laying before them the wr s of their preſent |\ 
Separation. It's true, IIi meet with the prejudices of Education, the autho- © 
_ - rity of their Teachers, the Ignorance Fi weak Feople, with the incura» *. . 
Ble Has of ſome Mens Minds among ff them, which may hinderimy Effay's © 
tubing Effet: And.trmly-it will be no great I onder, 7e. K er. what a greae 
Man ſays, viz. That the Ignorance, Injudiciouſneſs, Pride, Conceited- 
neſs — unpeaceableneſs of the ordinary tort of Zealous Profeſſors of Re- 
ligion, has done much hurt, by tearing Churches to Pieces; and the ungo- 
wernableneſs and factious humour of this fort of People is the Cauſe of this: 
And l generally, the moſt Injudicious are the moſt Confident and ſelf con- 
| . _ _ ceited, and none fo ny give way to their ignorant Zeal to Cen- 
1 Fare, backbite and reproach others, as theſe who know not what they tale 
dz yea, ſays he, they are one's toſcorn and vilifie their greateſt and Wiſeſt 
Paſtors, and it's for.ordinary the raweſt and raſheſt Profeſſors who are moſt 
| Violent and Cenſorious; of what permcious 22 ence then muſt it be for 
Miniſterc or Judicious People to comply with tbem? For if they pleaſe them © 
dor in all Things, tho otherways they may deſerve very well at their Hands, 
alis nothing. | EY N 
am apprix 


d that they re engag d in a Party, and have a diſtinct Intereſt, 
ſo-that Pm Js it will be a. bard matter to convince them and remove 5 
their Prejudices, eſpecially when they have great Abettors, even ſuch whoſe | 
- Authority goes a greater length with them than the moſt ſolid Reaſonings of | 
Es .. other Men. And it's eaſie to imagine what Impreſſions ſuch a Book; witb 
"4 ſucha title as, Humble Pleadings for the good 010 Way, done by Mr. Hep- * 
urn, Se. will make upon the Poor nnthinking Populace, who generally 
N zucline to find fault with all their Governaurs, and eſpecially with thoſe in: 
1 the Church, and to admire thoſe who oppoſe them. And has not Mrs, Hepburn, 
= .- ' Gilchrilt, and Taylor imbittered their Spirits above meaſure, for the Church. © © 
Her offering io call them to an Account 5 their unaccountable Procedure, in 
ding what in them lies to the Ruining of this Church : never conſidering 
_ "what Solomon ſays, Prov. 6. 19. A falle Witneſs that ſpeaketh lies, and: 
Him that ſoweth difcord among Brethren, are an abomination unto the #Z 
LORD ; and that be curſeth ſuch as ſmiteth his Neighbour ſecretly, Deut. 


ZX 1 » e . aa S . 


23. 24. And here it is tobe obſerved, that it was their Depoſition that made: 
hben tobe ſo much regarded by the poor miſled Multitude, and I know very © 
1 well what Solomon ſays in his Prov. Ch. 18. 19. v. that a Brother Offen- 
1 . » de&1s harder tobe won than a Strong City, and their contentions are 


1 Uke the Bars of a Caſtle But when I confider what's ſaid by Godly and 
r dean 
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h The Epiſtle to the Reader. 35 * 


7 learned Caſuiſts, That +Divifions are morſe. than the Writings of all cur 
1 Adverſaries againſt us; and that it's the. Mother and Nurſe of contentions - 
= ri fes, envyings, and Confufions.; add, that it draws with it the breach of Love, 
„ Þ which may endanger the berghtmng of it into a formal Schiſm, which will be 
2 diſbonourable to GOD, ſcandalous unto*' the Goſpel, cauſe of ſtumbliyg to 
many, and the occafion of many other bad Conſequents': For in experience it 
| has. been always found, that it has produced many diſorders, ' fuch as piling 
Churches of their Purity, Face, Gavernment, Order and Peantie of & dinan- 
ces; marring the Goſpel's ſucceſs, bringing the Miniſn into Contempt; Yul ing, 
Torturing and. Racking the Minds and Conſcieuces of theſe concerned in the De- 
bate, obſtruFing the Power, diverting the Practice and Spiritual exerciſe, aud 
wearing out the Life of Religion and making Profeſſors Carnal and Senſual, ac- 
cording to 1. Cor. 3. 3. and Jude 19. But notwithſtanding” of all the Dif- 
ficulties that-ly in my way, and confidering all theſe things, be the hazard what 
it will, I ſhall, at leaſt, endeavour the anſwering of theſe Grievances, and I wiſh 
heartily that GOD would put it in the Heart of ſome others more {it than I 
can u etend to be, to eſſay the taking up 4 thoſe Differences : Foy Judah 
is vexing Ephraim, and Ef rum Judah. Ab! we are diſtracted and 
drunk with the Wine of Aſtoniſhment, and I clearly fee, that it's the Devils 
grand Defign to diſcredit the Ordinances with the Mini ſters of Chrift. Thus, 
Paul was traduced by the falſe Teachers in the Churches of Corinth and Gal- 
latia; yea I find that a deluding Spirit, which is moſt unreaſonable, and which: 
nothing can convince; when People come to like that way, has taken: And as. 
Peter ſays in his. 2d Epiſtle, Ch. 3. 16: They pervert the Scriptures to their 
own Deſtruction. And when I corfider what the Appoſile days, 2. Tim. 2. and 
25. That the y who oppole themſelves, ſhould, in meeknels, be inſtructed, 


tþ. if GOD, peradventure, will give them Repentance, to tte acknowledgir g 
p- of the Truth. If the Opinion that the word, | Peradventure] was not ac- 
iy eidentally put in, but that it's a hundred. to one, if ſuch an one get Repentance, 
in. aud its truly affecting, that theſe - differences ſhould be in ſuch gloome Times. 
m, And I muſt fay, that although Publick Defections ought not tu be ſlighted, but 
ch. much ſorrowed for or mourned. over, yet it's to be fear d, that Perſongl Humi- 
in lation, Repentance, and Reformation, has Leen little minded ly many pretend- 
ng ing ſo much to the abhorrance of publick Sins: And I would have People to 
nd: 33 confider what they are doing when ſhaking themſelves looſe of their Relation to 


V 
% 


the XZ their Minifters, tho* there be Grievances: in the Church: For in end they may 
ur. come to ſha e off alſo their Relation to other Miniſters, and refuſe to hear them 
4% 1ikeways ; yea to hear any at all, which is that which the Devil mainly dens, 
ery © and has really gained in a great Meaſure ; yea but tio far already, as to the 
en- generality in this Corner, eſpecially when it is come to that with it, that ſume ci i 
are J Chriſt is here, and others crie, lo he is there, and ſome go no where at all. Ah! 


nd day we net ſay then that the Devil A) Rae into an Angel of Light? 


35 | and 


* The Epiſtle to the Reader. 5s; 
| and that be is going about now like a ſubtile and cunning Serpent, as at other 
Wies alſo like, a roaring Lyon. For theſe who divided, together at firſt. from 
1 the Church are now ſubdivided, and bow long they may continue each of them 
'  _rogether, the LORD knows ; for it's the Work of a Spirit of Schiſm to divide 
| - and ſubdivige, till all be broken in Pieces. And alace! But too many under 
a Ke ſome of thoſe Parties who ſeparate from the Church, go to no Ordi- 
'.-. . /mances,at all, but pay their Viſits upon the LORD's Day and ſpend it idly 
mit their Friends and Neighbours, and may. be the moſt of their Talk is by way of ; 
' Reflefijons on Miniſters and others. And I cannot but obſerve here, that it's © 
ful, when 4 Church is going to ruin, that deſpiſing of the LORD's Ser- 

| wants generally goes before; and it has been obſerved, that the beſt Minifters 

WW -  bLave been moſt.calumniate, and they, whom the Lord put in greateſt capacity to 

140 him ſervice, the Devil and his Inſtruments have moſt oppoſed, by unjuſt aſ . 
| perfians.and otherways. How many were caſt upon Athanaſius by the Arrians, 
1 and upon Paul, that chnſen veſſel of Feſus Chriſt, by the falſe Teachers, yea ans 
| upon our Lord and Saviour Himſelf, the chief of Shepherds? And Conzon the Je- 

uit telle, that the ſureſt way to reduce the Church to Popery, was to have 
their great Aim againſt Miniſters of the formed Churches, by blaſting of 
| their Reputation, as well as Perſccuting of their Perſons. It's true that this 
| _ Contempt, for Ordinary, begins at ſome, but it ſpreads like Fire, and they 
 - who are moſt Buſſe to bring their Brethren into Contempt, in a Moment loſe 
| their own Credit and Reputation, as is but zoo Notour as to ſome inthis Cor- 
| dier already; and I believe may be ſo ſeen as to others for their ſo doing: 
| Aud ſome have gone farther that Way than now they think they ought to have 
done, but alas * They know not how to retreat with Credit, becauſe of the poor 
| People, whom they have overdriv'd, and it's no wonder for People when they 
| ' drink in erroneons Opinions upon the bare Word af their Teachers, without 

ll _ Scripture or Regſon, they are hardly, or with great Difficulty, recovered from 

heir Deluſiond, for when People: will Err and love to wander, and will 

1 Stumble, though they know not at what, and are ſo — addicted io 

krheir Hrroneou Opinion, and Practices that they will hear nothing that mates 

againſt them, there is little Probability of their Cure; for as they received 
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them without Reaſon, ſo they will retain them againſt Reaſon, and general- . | 7 
hy flee into a Paſton when any begins to argue them into better Opinions: But 2 


2b] That which many take for Light and Zeal, is Ignorance and Humour, and v. 
the Wrath of Mau, which per fects not the Righteouſneſs of GOD. The © 4 
. LORD bimſelf prevent the ruin of this poor Prople: For they're turn d Med-. 1 


ler with both Church and State, things too high for them, and they baue ( 
Left off to mind the things of their Chriſtian Vocation, they're exerciſed about. c 
doubt fal Di putations, and neglef the concerns of their Soul; they're become vain, 2 

*  Gelf-conceited, 7h #57 verge of a bitter inwictivs Diſpoſition, yea they muſt now, F 
_ be guiders of their Leaders, which is aninverting of Order; alas, this Separation e 


wu 
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+. 1.» -- © - The Epillletothe Reader? | 3 
z one of the moſt groundleſs Separations that almoſt ever was in the Church, 
and ſeeing the Devil is ſo active to rout and divide us, and to render the Mi- 
vi ters of the Goſpel, and the Ordinances diſpens d Ly them, and Church-Fudica- 
> ſo contemptible, ſhould not all of us pray — the Peace of Jeruſulem, 
and that the Lord would let poor People = the devices of Satan and Seducers, - 
bis Inſtruments ;; and that GOD would bring tbem again unto the communion 
& this Church. Indeed if their Communion with us were an approbation of 
= ' any thing they think wrong, or may really be wrong: with us, I could not 
= defire them, but all that we defire is, that they would communicate with us in 
what is good, and freely Proteſt againſt what they think is bad: by the one 
they would avoid the Charge of Schiſm, and by the other they would free them- 
® ſelves from partaking of other mens ſins. And may I. not appeal to poay 
XZ People themſelves, if ſince they. withdraw from the Ordinances they be not be- 
XZ come more ignorant, and careleſs in learning the Grounds of Religion, yea they - 
have forgot what tbey learned before, and are now taken up with. Fanglings . 
about the Oath and fome other diſputable Points, as if they were the one thing -. 
needful, and yet what a ſmall e do they know, or will they be ever abls 
* zo Kum of theſe things? If the Reformed Churches Abroad beard of the ftranze + 
 Tenets and © the diviſive Practices of ſome in bis Corner; which ſtrike at the - 
Foundation both of Eccleſiaſtick and Civil Order, they would condemn them 
444 Erroueous in their Principles, and of dangerous Conſequence in their Pradice. 

* Alas! Poor People are driven upon the Rock of Nhiſm contrair to the word of © 

GOD%nd Covenants, and it's no wonder tho" they readily comply, for weak 


* People, tbo' well inclin'd, yet have ſtrong Paſſions, and little Knowledge, and far 

= eſs Prudence ro direct their Afﬀedions;, but I would: have all Separatiſis to 

= conſider, that tho their Grtevances were really what they alledge, yet ſeeing it is 

a whole Church, which is accuſed, they ought to have pleaded with their Mo- 
= ther firſt, and if that had not done, then they ought to have repreſented their 
EZ Grievances to ſome of the Reformed Churches Abroad, that- they might haus 
® pleaded with Her likewiſe, before they had Fudged or condemned Her, as a © | 
X Heathen or Publican; but on the contrary, they off-band ſeparate. And Mr. 
Shields in bis Church-communion tells them that-Separation is equivolent to 
3 zhe big beſt Cenſure of the Church, and I think when they ſeparated from us, 
x they ould have joined 10 ſome other of the-reformed Churches, and not ſepa- 
rated from all theſe Churches in the World." And is it not flrange for three 
* Miniſters, and two of them depos d, to depoſe « whole Church; yea I may ſay, 
rb whole reformed Churches in the World. In ſure this is none of Soy 
Ordinances, nor any of his Cenſures, but looks rather lit the Papiſts E 
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Fences of. Fudgment and Practice, about ?ating Meats. and obſerving Days, . 
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| | The Epiſtle to the Reader: - | 
- ivberein_ there was a Truth and an Errour, -a Right and 4 Wrong; het be 


47 to aFri@ them to this fide or that of the Controverjie, 


© - Apoſile, Rom. 14, I. and 15. I. rather preſſes forbearance, than dipping into 
- Debates, and has reſpelt 10 Unity and Charity rather para cage: the-Caſe, ® 
ut allows them 


tot to withdraw. from one another, notwithſtanding that the weak will not con. 


 feſs their Infirmities, nor the ſtrong their Offences, aud in the Church of | 
Philippi, there were alſo differences: For ſome Preacht CHRIST out of Con- 
tention aud not fincerely, Ch. 1. 16. and in Ch. 2. 21. all fought their own % 
things and not the things which are Chriſt's 3 her Ch. 2. I, 2. ver. He 
-exborts to Union: for, ſays be, if there be therefore any Conſolation in 
e 5 


Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 


_ - Bowels and Mercies, fullfil ye my Joy, that you be like minded, having 1 


-the ſame Love, being of one accord, of one Mind. And be comman 


Forbearance, Ch. 3. 15, 16.Let us therefore, as many as be Perfect, be thus 


minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwiſe Minded, GOD ſhall reveal! 


even his unto you. Nevertheleſs wheretg we have already attained, 
et us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame Thing. Aud in the 


Church of the Hebrews there were many differences about the meaning and 
ſe of che Ceremonial Lam; which the Apoſtle takes ſo much pains to explain, 
o them in his Epiſtle, yet he commands Foyning, and diſcharges Separation, Heb, 
10. 25. Not forſaking, ſays be, the aſſembling of our ſelves together, 


ds the manner of ſome is. And uc Peter and Barnabas were reproved by 
Paul upon the account of their Diſimulation, Gal, 2.11, 12. Jet there was no | 
withdrawing. And what Difference was there betwixt Paul and Barnabas, 


about John Mark, becauſe of his lying. by in Time of Danger, Acts 15. 36, 39. 


Dior there was no Separation, and both endeavoured the thrieving of the G 
peel, without counteracting one another, or refuſing to hear one another, or ibe 
one his diſcharging the People to hear the other. And in that ſame Chapter, 
There was agreat difſention about Circumcifion anditbe obſerving of Moſai- 
tal Cerimonies, referr'd to the Apofiles and Elders at Jeruſalem; and Peter 
_ Clearly told who was in the wrong: yet he only Cenſures the preſing and Im- 
poſeing of theſe Ceremonies, verſe 19. And James only pleads for Condeſcention 
' #hat the Gentiles might not be troubled nor impoſed upon, and that they again 
migbt condeſcend to the Jews, to abſtain from things ſtrangled and from Blood 
and no Separation at all is here enjoyned. Concerning the reſt of the Churches, 
you'll. ſee from my ws 14-4 to the Grievances, and that notwithſtanding of 


 #lIFthe Corruptions, which were oo them, and theſe were as great, if nor 
_ greater than any in. This Church, yet there was no ſeparation from them. I 
d not doubt but there are many Godly People, who may be nf offended upon 
»zbe account of many of thoſe Grivances, but theſe are the Grief of our Souls, 


os well as theirt; and Separation is not the way to get them redreſt, but on 
the contrary their joining with us might be a means to carry on a Reforma- | 
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frongtan Never do, nor can they give ws ground from Scripture for Their: 

to feparazion from a true Chungh nbyoh-T think none of thtmn will ge. ſo bold ate 

2 deny concen ni ngube Church, of Scotland at 'prefſent ,norwithſtanding: of all the: 
Bad things they alledge tu b in ber Indeed you I read of Orders to ſeparate from 


on * Holatrous Worſhip, but neuer did T read of, one Jew. being oi dered to ſepas- 
f | rate from their ]ewilh "worſhip, notwithſtanding. of the Chrruptions the tin, 
4 vor of one Chriſtian to ſeparate: from the Obriſtians Won ſpip under the nem 


oy * Teſtament, notwithſtanding 'of their Corr uptions,'as you beard in nm dr.: 
T7 nung ſome of rboſe Churches: and you'll hear more. afterwards in ny -Anſmer,; 

X conterning others. I own 1 read under the old Teftamenit If, 65. 5. of ſumæ 
v bo ſaid, Staud by thy ſelt, and come not near me, for I am helier than. 


u thou. Bur they the LORD. ſays, Theſe are a Smoke in my Noſe, a ſire that 

5 burneth all the Day. Signrfying that they were mnoſt caniemptible to GOD. 
Tread alſo in the new Teſtament of fome.who vent aut from the Apoſtles; bur 4 
1 XZ hen it's ſaid, becauſe they wete not of them. Aud it worthy your Ohſer- 

5 vation that when Union comes in competition with the Cenſuring ef un- 

P 4 faithful. Men, and both cannot be obtained together, Union'is to be prefer- 

% ved, and in times of Diviſſon; purging, ts * much to he preſſed, as inTimes. 

md „/ Unionz Both Pas ties being in ſome. meaſure in a Fever... And in ſeveral 

> # Caſes, Cenſures of unfaithfull men may be'ſpar'd ont of Refpef tithe Chuicls 

leb. Hur good, as Mr. Gilleſpie in bis Aaron's Rod, and I. Buhram on ſcandal ; 
er, prove at large. And, it's alſo. to he remarked that Pexſonal' Scandals of Church >, 
5 . Officers cannot polute the Qdinances to Peyple, no more than therr Graczonſe 


7 ſs can ſanctiſe them. And Mr. Rutherford in bis Peaceable Plea for Preſ- 
das, bytrie, P oves that it is not Lamfull to ſenarate ftram the Worſhip, fon dhe Sims 
, , ſel om wor/bipers, whether they be. rſont. And I 

efthy 


= bearrily that People would confider ir is not CHR for bis Orders were + an 
he Ceant I. 8. Go wY way forth by the footſteps Flock, and feed thy _&" 
Kids beſide the bepßerde Tents. Aud ow 4a of Shepherds thoſe ma, 
WJ the ſpouſe tells chap 5. 7. The Watchmen, ſays ſve, that wentahouttheC ty, 
T found me, they ſmaſme, they wounded me, the keepers of of the Wal 
Im took away my Vail from me. Tn ſhort, it's inſt as if the Wolf wou'd bad -Y 
"Hon be Lambs cenie auf from bene ut hy the Shepharde Eye. © 1 ; 
gan f Now, the following ſheets, being. defign'd to give ſome Clearneſs about thoſe 
lood my Grievances in this Church, whether alledged or real, I recommend they to all 
_ v bo. have ſeparated from us; deſiring that they may Read them without parti- 


* 


DX ality, Sel ,. Love, Prejudice or ot her ſiniſſer Affection, with meekneſs and Love 


j 107 to the Truth. 77 to be inform d, and ajieadineſs to be Reformed'where 
i. I 'Y they err: And I defire that they would anſwer me this one Dueftion, Will it 


1ſ0% Af becomted a mark of a ſober and peaceable Spirit, to keep up Debates?” 
Souls, or for a Man to be fatisfi'd with Nothing, except his Oppoſite repent & 
ur of neſs that as his Si, which in his Conkcieve he thinks no An but on 


2 ; . 3 
tion g . 3 


= -- : The Epiſtle to tle Reader 7 
| 


Hie-Contrarie, 3 is conviued that what he did was his Duty, and wichatt 
' declares to the World, that he lies open to Convickion, and if any Body 
uff Gnvince\him; of bis: in an error as to the Oathyior: wg other 
| af theſe Grievances; he will conſeis them before God and the World. - But 
| vben noChurch>Fudicatorie, bas egndemned what he has done as 4 Sin, muſt 
it not be a A Spirit of contention which bas ſeiz'd People, when they are 
not content to haus their own Light free, and 10 be. freed from theſe Things 
which they e Wrong, or from the approving them in others, * yen when 
{i theybave; iberty to yr againſt them, 22 their Proteſt to be Regiftrave to 
Fand in Futuram Nei Memoriam, ani to he them from Partaking of other” 
4 Ae Sins: Bus that they will keep up the 2 and make ſuch a te: rible 
rent in the Church, except all others come to be of their mind; I'muſt ſay this 
3s. putting but too great a Value upon their own Opinions, and] am convine 7 
thay if all who are embarqued in this ſeparat ion, eſpeciallyj thoſe who are lead- 
ers, and by their exumple inſueuc d others, would lot themſelves but ſer ion 34 chu- 
fider how grent the enoſequents of this Renr will be, to anſwer for inerd, they 
would:fnd the Foundation which they have laid, bit too weak to bear ſuch a K 
Buden: Fur, we are not craving 1525 they ſhould renouce their Fudgements © 
and Light in theſe contraverted Points, or "phat they ſhould acknowl-dge any * 
Ways But that unt of Love: to P:ace, and the many 
: Thinge:which attend it, they Ponld forbear the keeping 

— are offs bat Confeqnauce, as jon have heard above, and 
wo againſt any 2 8 whichabey thin fnfull aniong us. 
| "Nom if. any Thing; dear Reader, ha- Prom From my Pen, een, ro a- 
1 "wi tenen Conſcience, dire it may nor bo imputed to any Thing 6] % a 2 "ey 
or to-therwant- of Aﬀfeftior in me, to give een, to the "weakeſt of od's 15 


* 
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"To the Füſt art of 838383 


| Humble-Pleavings, 64 


HIS Book, eſpecially that Part of it which: I Gs 
to Anſwer, makes a great noxe in this Country; and in 
all the Papers of the Party, is referr d to, and, by them, 
is counted unanſwerable: But it fo, I appeal to the 
ade er of all impartial Readers, after their ſerious 

| eruſal of my. Anſwer. \: Indeed, when I reflect on the 

106 of the NMicolaitaus, and how it prevail'd, bx the influence of a 

Woman, who call'd her ſelf a — with the afliſtance of ſome falſe 

Teachers; and how it was adher d unto for a long Time, tho' John, in 

his Revelation, from the LORD's own Mouth, write againſt them; and 

yet could not recover them from that vile Error, being once bewitched | 
with it ; what can I expe& as to the Succeſs of my Elly, the People in 


this Country being ſo deluded with this or the like Books? However, 25 


were it but for no other end, but to prevent others from being led away, 
I ſhall proceed to give my anſwer to thoſe Grievances, and detain = 
no longer, by, way of Introduction; having been longer in the Pr 
than I deſign'd. | 
Griev. I. That neither at the Rowolation nar . hath their 
due inquiry made, into the ſinfull Compliances of the Office: Bearers dd 
Members of this Church; viz. betwixt the 5, and 1699. Nor any 
Cenſure inflicted according to the Demerit of their Faults. They wr ooh 
likeways, That it. is well known, that ſome Miniſters: took the C 
dicory Teſt, who were yet continued in the Miniſtry, without any Au 
acknowledgement, or. profeſſed Repentance, in a Judicial Way And: 
then they Reflect on this Church, for chooſing Mr. Melamm to be twite 
together Moderator, and afterwards calling him to be Praſeſſor ot Divi- 


nity in the Colledge of Edinbugb e And "he ound ot; DG” 18. 
IE He was once 2 8 * es ys * 
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Jon from the Patron and Collation from the Biſhop, the Condition of 


© Exerciſe of my Miniſtry was, 


An Anſwer to the F 


Again they tell us, That the Church is to le blamed, for allowing ſome to 


52 the particular 


which was, The Oath of Canonical Obedience. It's true we did at firſt. 
Taſter Submiſſion to joyn in Preſbytries and Synods, thinking this was 
*r but the fame that worthy Men had done Before the Year 1638, not dif- 
_ *\cejning as others wþo Suffered, did, the difference betwixt the ſtate of 
Aung an 1 66 2 and before the Year 1638. Tho this ſttop in the 
en Days before the Biſhops Syncd, 
a eentence of Depoſition againſt the 
—_—_—a Eo. Learned: 


yet at that Time when he | 


hn 


\ 


% 


0 a Vindication of the Church of Sgbtland, G. 
Learned and Pious Mr. Meirzes, for not Subſcribing the Oath of Cano- 
nical Obedience, tho he offered Submiſſion as ſaid is, The Biſhop- was- 

leaſed to joyn me, in the Sentence, tho neither Preſent nor Cited to- 

e preſent - - - - but I was nothing moved - with this Sentence. 
Sometime after this I retired to the Country, twenty eight miles be- 
yond Aberdeen. Yet in the Beginning of December, there cometh to 
me a Summons before the Secret Council, as was ſaid, by the pro- 
curement of the Biſhop of Aberdeen; alledging he could not appear on 
the Streets of that City, for fear of the People irritated, as was allèdg - 
ed, by their Paſtors, whom they had loſt - When Mr. Meinzes:. 
(who was likewiſe Lited ) and I Compear'd before the Earl of Mzdle-: . 
toun, then Lord Commiſſioner, and the Earl of Glencatne Lord Chan- 
cellor, and others of the Council, finding that. we were willing to joyn 
in Preſbytries and Syneds, Did by Act of Secret Council, Recommend 
us to the Biſhop of St. Andrews,” to be reſtored to our Places. When 
this was prelented to the Biſhop of St. Andrews, he readily promis d to- 
obey it, but never ſpoke to us one Word of the Oath of Canonical Ole-- 
- dience— And when in his Ectter, he had written to the Biſhop: 

of Aberdeen, that we were willing to own the Gove! t. Prefuſed® 
is to receive it; unleſs: he added this Qualification ( ſo far as to joyn in 
x MF Preſbytries and Synads ) to which he agreed; when we would take it in 
4 no other Terms. After. our return; Biſhop Mitchel ordered Dr. Keith, 
23 to read that Paper publickly in Aberdeen; thinking thereby to Ice: 
t, ; our 6ſteem among the People; but that deſign failed; none of us were 
„ KEE preſent at the reading of it: But the next Lords Day; when Lappear- 
3 Wed firſt to Preach, I told publickiy ( the Biſhop of Reg beidg pre ſent) 
that I conceived that I had y eilded to nothing but hat firſt offered. 


e 


r- But ſeeing this Author is not only injurions to me, but to learned && 
Pious Mr. Aleinxes, whoſe Memory is precious to me - - I add, that 


?,, the Subſcribing of that Paper was grievous to that good man before his: 


o- Death And I can ſay of my ſelf, I did Lament becauſe of it ſe- 

ft A veral Years before that. And altſio this Author deſigning me no fa-- - 
s rvour, Jer as lometimes we are more oblidged to our Enemies, than to- 

1- Friends, fo here he giveth me opportunity to tell the World, that I re- 

of rent for the Subſcri ng ot. that Paper; altho' I. never Sabſcribed the 

{t. Oath of Canonical Obedience. eee 7 
as 1 GContfeſs I did afterwards fit: in Preſbytries and Sy nods, thinking 
iN my. ſelf free to joyn· in theſe Duties to which I was Authoriz'd by my: 

of Office, altho there had been no Biſhop in the World - - - yet, if. 

1 Ihe or any elſe can ſhew me wherein I have Complyed contrary tomy” 
d, Principles, or to the juſt Offence of others, which L. have not Confefs' 
0 already, I am ready to — it was my fault; Eut this 1 can! 
eh , I, : 


N x 


what was, Paul before his Converſion and entering upon the. Miniſtry 


_ | Andas he, with this Learned Collegue Mr. Meinzes, acquit themſelves 


= 


wonderſully at Aberdeen, againſt the Feſait and. Dempſt er; ſo ſince the 


Revolution, when preaching before the Commiſſioner, he publickly re- 
ſuſed Epiſcopacy, and in his Vindication of that Sermon, and Defence of 
his Vindication, how excellehtly has he defended our Confeſſion of Faith, 


with our Churches Practices, againſt the 'Epiſcopals ? And what great loſs 


has this Church moans oy the Death ofthis eminent Servant of Chriſt? 
How Active, Prudent, and Juſt was he in the Chair of Diciplme? How 
Solid in his Teaching, Taking in his Sermons, Pious in his Life and Con- 


_veiſation? And how charitable was he to the Poor? And if that be all 


the Quar el they have againſt him, that he was once of the oo, char 


_ Communion, pray, what was the = Mr. Alexander Henderſon, that 


eminent Servant of Chriſt in this Church? It's true, he was firſt a Re- 


gent in the Colledge of St. Andrews;” but upon his dedicating of his The- 
is at his Laureation, to Arch-Biſhop Gladſſons, he was preſented. to the 
Church of Leuchars, tho afterwards by his converſe with Mr. Scot at Cou- 
per, he was proſe lyted from the Epiſcopal to the Preſbyterian Communion, 


And what was Mr. Forreſter, Principal of the Colledge at St. Andrews, 


| who appeared ſo wonderfully. for the Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Govern- 


ment of this Church againft the Adverſaries thereof? For my part, 
I bleſs God, tnat we had ſuch eminent men in our Church tho? they did 


comply befcre: And I pray heartily, that God may forgive Mr. Hepburn, 
with his Aſſociates, for ſpeaking 10 ich 0 

Il wich heartily, Mr. Hepbuin may end his Dayes with as much applauſe a- 

mongſt men, and approbation of God as Mr Meldrum did. It {tems Mr. 
Hepburn and 

11. Ferſes, and will allow none to be Good who were once Ba 


iminutively offuch great Men; and 


his Party, have forgot that Text, 1 Cor. 6. chap. 9, 10, 
d: But pray, 
1 2 


was 
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0 indication ef the Chureb of Scotland, S. 
was he not à Blaſphemer and Perſecutor, and what was Tertullian, with 


the reſt of thoſe Who wrote their Apologies for the Chriſtian 


ow not) and do you not expoſe your 


lein Were thay not poor 'Heathens; before their Converſion? (what 
Mr. Hepburn was J orance of 


our Church Hiſtory to the World feeing it is well known, That there 


were about ſeven hundred Curutet taken into our Church Communion, . .. 


Anno, 163% r 
- 'Griev. II. That there has been no judiciall ccudemning of the ſad. 


ſteps of detection in this Church, ſuch as the publick Refolutions, Aſſo- 


ciations with Malignants, and the ſilence of Miniſters, in not Teſtifſeing 
Introduction of abſurd Prelacy with the Indulgences c. | 
to it; till I come to Grievance 4th. and as to the publicꝶ Reſolutions and 


againſt the blaſphemous Supremacy arrogated by Charles the ad. and the 
Anſw.' As to the firſt ſpoken of in this Grievance, I refer diſcburſing 

Indulgence, I think, I have ſaid enough already, in my anſwer tothe pre- 

ceeding © Grievance. And read theſe debates who will, as I have done 


Tm'convinc'd, if they wiſh well to the peace of this Church, they! haye | 


no hand in Reviving them, as I faid above; and here I would haye them 
to take notice, That the General Aſſembly of this Church has been ve- 

tender upon this Point. For in their Afem. 1690. Ad, 13th, They 
o declare all Sentences paſt againſt any Miniſter, ( h7»c inde j by any 
Church Judicatorie, upon the account of the late differences among Preſby- 


tetians, from the Fear. 1650, till the Re introduction of Prelacy, to be of 


themſelves void and null, to all effects and Intents. And ſicklike, The 


General Aſſembly Recommends to the reſpective Preſbytries, to take care 


— 


that ſuch of theſe Miniſters, as are not otherwiſe Piſpoſed offt by the | 


Church, return to the exerciſe of theif Miniſtry in their reſpective Coe 
gregations. Now let the'greateſt Enemies of this Church ſhew to. me 
what could been done more than this, concerning this buſmeſs; conſt; - 
dering all Circumſtances. As to that part of this Grievance, concerning 
Aſſociations,” I'm to diſcourſè upon it in my anſwer to Grievance Stb. 15 4 
as to that of the Oath of Su 5 75 to K. Charles the 24. I know no Mi- 
nifter of this Church, wh6 has taten le Fxcept Mr. Hepb iu, ® 

rit Gracchss de ſtditibns queretttes, and Meſled ©C 

niſter firice the 9 25 has had occaſion tobe tempted wich this Oath, 
ſeeing then it was reſcinded. If you ſay that Mr. Hepbum re pented of 


uis tales - 


: 


that curſed Oath; and ſo ought pot to be: caſt up to him, is not this 


ſtrange“ That Mr., He; hn muſt not be once told of his faults, and yet 
he with his Ae uy ufe all freedom inaginable with others 46 ; 
for inſtance; With that ehinent Servant of Chriſt Mr. Meldrum:: But, 1 


be GOD, That no Mi- | 


Wich Berti that Mr. Hepburn would take as well with his Fault, as / 


Mr. Aurum did with his, by thanking's Brother for remembering him 


of i 
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* 0 R Anſwer To rhe: Fit Part of HumblePheadings, q 
| of the ſame, ; when he told hun belore the Preſbytry, of his Complia ues, 


de that partof this Grievance, concerping Prelacy, reterr diſcourſing 


VTV 
Glier. III. The not approyin 2d tin bes an AQ of Aſſembly the 
ſeveral faithful Witneſlings and Sufferings ke Lords Servants and Peo- 
ple in contending for. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his Intereſts &c. And 
the not making honourable mention of theſe Witneſles and their contend- 
ings as was Requiſite: But, on the contrary an unparalleled difregardzng 
- of them and as it would ſeem an induſtrious forgeting of them: Some 
Minitters likewiſe tacitely condemning many parts of their Teſtimony, 
Ft was otherwiſe, {ay they, in the Days of Hezektah, 2. Chron. 29. cb. 30, 
2. & of Fofiah 2. Kings, 22, 23 Chapters, and in the time of Ezra, and 
 *Nebemab,\ee Hag 1,5, 7. Ezra, 9, 10. throughout. Neb. 8, 9, and 13 
enapters, Where cy obſerve, firſt, Ihat I eee the then Re- 
condign Cenfure and puniſhment upon delinquents. 


format ion inflicte 
240% That they unboſomed themſelves by a particular and free Confeiſi · 
on of the ſeveral ſteps of their former backſlidings. 34/y: That they 
make honourable mention of Feremiab and other true Prophets who had 
been faithful to God, in their Day. And afterwards they tell us, what 
he Church of Scotland did in the Year 1637 and downwards. 
Au i. Wed their Teſtimony and approve of it in ſo far as, we adhere 
t the ſame Covenanted work of Reformation, which they. ſuffered tor, in 
oppoſition to Popery, Prelacy, Erraſtianit mand Tyrrany. 2. In the Acts 

_ ofour Aſſembly appointing national Faſts Bloodihed, Pe 


mant- breaking, and the other * defeRtions of theſe Times, are ſet down 


0 _mongſt'the cauſes of our Faſts, as youll ſee; in particular in theſe Faſts, 


appanted, 1690, 1700, 170t, concerning which youll, hear afterwards, 
S8. The Parliament reſtored all fines forefaultures beginning at Mr. 7 ames 

Guthrie and ending with Mr. Jumes R-wwick, inc luſivehy, and reftored them 
to their Honours, Fortunes, and good Names and Reputations. 4. There 
s honourable mention made of theſe People in N juſt now to be 
Publiſhed. And if you'll conſult the unprinted Acts o Alembl ;1.710. 
youll find a Recommendation to Preſbytries annent Collecting an Account 
of the ſufferings of this Church under the late Prelacy, and to ſend inthe 
Came. to theProcurator of the Church, after all Which I think it ſtrange that 
they ſhould ſay, there has been a diſregarding and induſtrious forgetmg 
uf ſuch, ſeeing the contrary is notour, at leaſt nay be notour, to any who 


| . dus a mind to Conſult the aboveſaid Act of Aſſembly, and Act of Parlia- 


ment 7 But to tell ach Stories, is one of their uſual Ways ta gain the un- 


| thinking People-to their fide, and as for the Miniſters candemning their 


Part of the Teſtimony, and looking on their faithful appearance in former 
Ames, with Dillike and Contempt, I wiſh, they would tell who. theſe 
= * 7D rr WI 4 * r Miniſters 
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* 
Miniſters are that do ſo; for you fee the Church des not ſo, and ii they 
do it nct, I look upon it amongſt the reſt of their Calumnies gain. 
this Church. They are pleaſed in the next place to cite ſome Texts of 
Scripture, ſuch as, 2 Chr. 29. 30, & 31. chapters. 2 Kirgs, 22, & 22, ch. 
Hag. 1.5, 7. Exra. 9, & 10: chapters throughout. Neb. 8, 9, & 12, 
chapters, where they obſerve, Firſt, That the Inſtruments of the then Refor- 
mation, inflicted cordign Puniſhment and cenſure upon Delinquenes. To-which 
J anſwer by propoſing this Queſtion to them, were theſe things, for 
which they were cenſured; Things debateable . among the Godly? or, 
was it only tor Crimes concerning which they were all clear? If not for 
| the firſt, then tho they ſhould bring a Thouſand ſuch Inftances, they are 
not to the Point : And I believe upon inquiry you't find that the Places 
cited prove no ſuch Thing. 2dly. They oblerve; That they unboſomed 
themſelurs by a particular and free Confeſion of the ſeveral ſteps of their 
i 5 Backſlidings: To which I Anſwer, when ſins are Epidemick, our 
ivines are of the Opinion, That the whole Nation ſhould rather meet 
in one day, or more, in there Reſpective Congregations, tq Confeſs theit Sins 
before the Lord, with all their aggravating circumſtances, and to mourn 
over the Samen, than for each perſon guilty, to make particular Satisfa- 
2 Ciion, in each of the Congregations, to hal belong. I'm Sure there 
\ are Diſſiculties which attend the Latter, which do not attend the Former: 
In For, Ie is impracticable, in times of publick Detection, to bring all par- 
ts ticular perſons to publick acknowledgement. Moreover there was no re- 
e ſtraint laid upon Miniſters, to hinder them, from doing in theſe caſes what 
ever might been for Edification of the Corner, where they live d. 3dly. 
They Obſerve, That they make honourable Mention of Feremab, and orber -. 
true prophets, who had been faithful to God in their Day. To which L anſwer, 
by Refering you to my anſwer, above in this fame -Grievance, concerning 
the Regard that was taken of Gods People, for their ſuffering in Former 
times, & that both by Church and ſtate. As towhat the Church did, at the 
1638 year of God, Im ſure the Church at the Revolution never feceived 
ſo many Curates then, as they did in the Tear 1638. For they were no 
Jeſs than Seven hundred at that time received into the Communien of 
the Church, as you heard above, whereas I believe, that there was not the 
"Tenth part Received into this Church at the Revolution, or ever Since: + 
And I'm Content, that the Terms of Communion, upon which both were 1 
Received, may be Compared, And I believe the Church will be found as 
ſtrict at the Rexolution, if not ſtricter, in their W. he them, than they 
"were at the 16 38. And ĩt isa doubt unto me if all the ſeven hundred, which 
uere received at the 1638, were received one by one, as they were ſince 
the Revolution, as you'l hear afterwards, when I. come to anfwer. Gprev- 
zee th. And if any Body aver, * they were received one by ve 
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xt the Year 1638. I defire they may prove it, I own indeed, that we - 
Aid not renew the Covenant at the Revolution, as they did in the Year 
1638. But Tm to diſcourſe upon this afterwards, in Gy7ev. 12. wherefore 
I mall ſuperſedę at the Iime. As to the Churches 1eviving of former Ads, 
and mahkrrs of nem ones in the Aſſem. 1638. Our Aſſemblies Acts, ſince the 
Revolution, are to be ſeen, and I believe upon comparing, they will not 
be found wanting herein, more than in the time betwixt the 1538, ard 
1649. And as te The Churches activity againſt the Epiſcopal Clrergy,” in the 


Tear 1638. I own it was great, and commend them for it. And as to | 2 
this Churches activity againſt the ſame, ſince the Revolution; you! 8 
hear of it afterwards, when F come to my anſwer to Grievances 5. and * a 1 
And at preſent, whoever will conſult the Committee's Conduct of Aber- I 
deen, and other Places through the Kingdom, againſt the Epiſcopal Clergy, 7; 
with their Anſwer to the Epiſcopal Quer ies, which were given in to 77 
them there, will find, that this Church has mot, ſince the Revolution, been 
wanting herein, more than the Church was in the Year, 1628. 


1 
* 7 
rien IV. That by the Faſt 1690, The Church alledged, that the Scan- 1 
dal of all former Sins, was ſo removed, that it was not neceſſary, to bring f 
: 
| 


Perſons Guilty to any further open acknowledgment ; and ths Reaſon 
they give is ; Becauſe that neither after that Faſt, nor before it, did the 
-Aflembly make any. Acts, or Appointments, for cauſing Perſons guilty 

of Scandalous Deſtections, Complyances and Per jui in the Perſecuting 

Times, to be brought to a perſonal and pub licx Acknowledgment there- 
before their Neſpective Congregations, where they lived. = 
Srfaſe Lthink that Act 1690, appointing. National Faſt, is pretty full, 
PFea, 1 believe, that there is no Faſt appointed for National ſins, betwixt 
the Tear 1638 and 1649, ſo full: And if there be, I deſire, it may be pro- 
luced: yet becauſe this is quar eled, upe n the acecunt of it's not being ſo full 
as ſhöuld be; I ſhall here Inſert it as followes. 2 | 


„Af anent a Solemn National Faſt, and Humiliation, with the cauſes 


At Elinburgh, "November 1 2. 1690. Peff* Meridiem, Seſſi. 25. 
Fr Genrral Aſſembly having taken into their ſerious Gonfderation,the fate 
"I * *prear & general Defeckionof this Church and Kingdom; have thought 
"ft appoint. a Day of Sdlemi' Humiliation and Faſting, for Confeſſion of Sins, 
Fu . zo Our Gracious GOD, to forgive and Remove the 
gilt thereof: In order whereanta, they have Ordained the Confeſran of Sivs, 
"and Caſes of Faſting following, to be duely. Intimate and*Publiſhed ;_Recows 
mend it moſt earneſtly to, all Perſons, both Minifters ard others, That every 
"fe of "us may not only ſearch and rry our own Hearts & Ways, & ſtir up, our 
Pr e ſeek the Lord; but alſoin o Stations, and as we have acceſs, Deal 
"Wit one another, in all Love and Fenderneſs, to prepare for ſo great and neceſ- 


; ſary 


Or a; Vindication-of che Church of, Scctland, G. 3 
2 Duty, that we mayſind mercy in God's fight, and he may be gracionſiy x 
e to our Land in the - br 6 peu, an, take delight to dwell ny 224g 

| © Alebough our;gracious God hath of late, fer His own Name. ſake, wrong li 
great and wonderful Things, for Britain and Ireland, and for this Church. and 


Nation in particular; Jer the Inbalitants thereof, have 2 10 Remember 
: their own evil ways, and to loath themſelves in their own kght for their Ini : 
| 1 e Cel | e. 92 un "24 & | \ tad. 

| _ Alps! We & our Fathers, our Princes, our Paſtors, & People of all-Ranks. 
, KF have ſinned, and have been under great 1 een to this Day. Tor tho our 
| gracious Gad ſhewed early kindneſs to this Land, in ſending the: Goſpel among 


] us & afterward in our Reformation from Popiſh Superſtition & Idolatry; & 
IT had the Honour, beyond many Nations, of being after our fi . Reformati- 
tion, Solemnly devoted unto God, both Prince and People yet we bave dealt 
zreacherouſly with the Lord, and been unfledfaſt in His Covenant, and have 
net walked ſilitably to our Mercies received from Him, nor obligations to him. 
Through th: Mercy of God, this Church had attained to a great pm ity of 
Doctrine, Worſhip and Government, but this was not acampanied with ſuitable 
E ſonal Reformation, neither was our Fruit anſwerable to the Pains taken onus 
25 Word and Mer; We had much Goſpel-preaching, but too little Gospel. pra- 
tice ; 200 many went on in open wickedneſs, and ſome had but a form of God-, _ 
linefs, der ying the Power thereof: . Many alſo who had the Grace of God in 
Truth, fell from their $r/f Love, and fell under ſad languiſhings and decays ;&: 
and wben far our Sins, the Anger of the Lord had divided us, and we were 
brought under the feet of flrangers, and many of our Brethren killed, and o- 
ters taken Captiuve and ſold as Slaves ; yet we finned ſtill, and after we were 
freed fi om the yoak of Strangers, inftead of returning to the Lord, and being, 
led to Repentance 55 his Goodneſs, the Land made open Defection from the 
good Ways of the Lord: Many behaved as if they had been delipered to Work 
Abominaticn, the * gates of Impiety were opened, and a. deludge"of wicked- 
* eſs did overſpread the Imnd. Who can without grief and ſhame remember tb 
| 7 ſhameful del auchery and Drunkenneſs that then was ? And this accompanies - 
with borrid and helliſh Cui fing and Swearing, aud followed with frequent Fil- 
thineſs, Adultries and other abominations, and the Reprover was hated, and be 
that departed from iniquity made bimſelf a fin or Hey. And when by 
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theſe,& ſuch like corrupt pract iet; lens Conſcieucies were debauched ghey pro- 
ceeded to Sacrifice the Intereſt of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and Puiviledges vf his. 
Churc b, o the luſts and will of Men; The Supremacy was advanced in ſuch. a 
Way, and to ſuch an hight, as never any Cbriſtian Church acknowledged , The 
Government of the Church-was altered, and Prelacy (-which hath been always 
grievous to this Nation.) introduced, without the Churches conſent, and cbu- 
trary to the 1 Adds of our National Aſſemblies, both which the preſent: 
Parliament hath ( bleſſed be God.) N Aud yet nevertheleſs, of the 
LU Wes, WO I'S 952 SIN 2 5 ws] A ' : then 
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Wl | hoy were not managed with. due Charity and Love, but with tos much beat 


W An Aer to the Frſ Part of Humble-Pleadings 
rhew fanding Miniſtry of Scotland; many did ſuddenly and readily comply, 
with 85 alteration of the Government, ſome out of Pride and Covetou e, | 
or Man pleaſing, ſomethrough infirmity and weakneſs,or fear of Man, and want 
of Conrage and zeal for God; many faithful Miniſtert mere thereupon caſf. 
out, and many mſufficient and Scandalous Men thruft in on their Charges, and 


and many Familie ruin ', becauſe they wonli not own them as their” Paſtors. © 15 
And alas ! it is undenyable, there hath been under the late Prelacy, a great bi. 
decay of Piety, ſo that it was enough to make a. Man be nicknam'd a Phanatick, e 
if be did not run to the ſame-exceſs of Riot with others. F 
* And ſhouldit not be lamented, for it cannot be de ny d, that there hath been on 


in ſome, a d eadful Atheiſtical Boldneſs gan God, ſome have aiſputed the ti 
Being of. GOD, and His Providence, the I 


mad E ivine Providence of the Scyrgtures; th 
the Life to come, and Immortality of the Soul, yea, and Scoffed at theſe Things. on 
- There bath bren alſo an Horrid Prophanation of the Holy and Dreadful Name pr 
of God, by Curfing and Swearing :. Ab! there hath been ſo much Swearing and li, 


Forſwearing among ſt us, that no Nation under Heaven hath been more guilty t 
in this than we; ſome by ſwearing raſhly or Ignoranily, ſome falſly, by * ſe 
zg their Oaths, and impoſing” and taking urgodly, unlawful Oaths and Bonds, 
whereby the Conſciences of many have been polluted and. ſeared, and many ru- 
ind and oppreſſed, for refuſing and not taking tbemn. a 
© There alſo hath been a great neglet of the Worſhip of God, too much in Pub- 
Lek, but eſpecially in Families and in Secret. 3 
Ibo. wonted cars of Religious ſanctifying the Lord's Day is gone, and in ma- 
Ny _ the Sabbath bath been, and is ſhamefully Prophaned. . - . 
be Land alſo bath been fill of bloody Crimes, and Citys full of Violence; 
aud much innocent Blood ſhed, ſo that Blood touched Blood, yea, Sodoms* „in 
have abounded among ft us, Pride, fullneſs of Bread, Idleneſs, Vanitizs af Ap- 
parel, and ſhameful ſenſuality fil d the Land. 3 0 
Aud alas] bow great harßh been the Cry of Oppreſion and:Unrighteouſreſs, 
Higuity hath been eſtabliſhed” by. Lam, there hath been a great perverting of 
" Fuſtice, by making and executing unrighteous Statutes and Acts, and ſad Per- 
feentions.of many for their Conſeience towards GOD.  - © 
A ts alſo a matter of Lamentation, that. under this great Defedion, there 
hath been too general a Fainting, not only among ft Profeſſors of ths Goſpel, 
but alſo amongſt; Miniſters ; yea, even among ft ſuch, who in the main. Things, 
did endeavour to maintain their Integrity, in not giving ſeaſonable & neceſſary 
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ꝓ— and Evils of the Time, and keeping a due di- 
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Fenice from them, and {ome on the other hand managed theirZeal.with too little 


D ſcretion and Mee 122 MEE, „ i NS. + be 
eis alſo marter of. Humiliation, that when Differences fell out among ft 
theſe. who did own Truth, and bear witneſs againſt the Courſe of Defection, 
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hands, and ſcandalous Di biſuns oor d, andthe Succeſs of the Coſpel ere at. 
ly obſtrucbed thereby, and ſame dangerous "Principles akin 1 . ate all 
this, there were ſbunij ul advances towards Popery, the Abomination of r Maſs 
was ſet up iu nduy places, and Popiſh Schools ereted, and ſeverals foll 2 Iaolatry. 
Aud though'tbe Lord hath put a\ftop to the Courſe of Defeftion, and of 
bis great mercy given us | ſome: reviving from our Burdage ; pet we bave ſad. 
cauſe to-regrate and bemoan, that few have a dus ſenſe of our mercy, or walk 
anſwerable thereto ; m are turned to the Lord in trath, but the wicked 3% 
on to do wickedly ; And there is found-amongſt us to this day, Jhameful ingra- 
titude for our mercies, Horr id impenitency under our fins, yea, even among 
thoſe, whe ſtand moſt-up for the Defence of the Truth: And among ft many in 
our Armies, there 1s. woful\Prophanneſs and Debanchery. And though wt- 
profeſs to acknowledge, there can be no Pardon of Sins, nd Peace and Reconci-- 
liation with God, but bythe Blood of Feſus Chriſt; Tet few know. Him, or ſee 
the Neceſity and Excellency of the Knowledge of our Lord pſt Chriſt ; fem 
ſee their need of Him, or eſteem, deſire, or receive Him, as He 1s offered inthe: 
Goſpel; Few are acquarnted with Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and living by Faith 


. on Him, as made of the Father unto us, Wiſdom, Righteonſneſs, San@ificati-- 


on and. Redemption; and few walk as becometh the Go pel, and imitate our 
Holy Lord in Humility, Meekneſs,"Self-denial, Heavenly mindedueſi, Zeal- 
for GOD, and Charity twards Men: But as there is even until now, a 
great contempt of the-Goſpel; a great Barrenne ſi under it; Fo a deep Security 
under our Sin and Danger, a great want of Piety towards Cod, and Love | 19-- 
wards Men, with a woful Selfijbneſs," every one-ſeeſing their own things, few 
the things of Chriſt; or the' public God, or un anothers wellfare : And finally, 
the moſt part more ready to.Cenſure the fins of others, than to Repent of 
their own. | | AT PAM See e KA 
Our Iniquittes are increaſe over our heads, and our Treſpaſſes are grown up 
Vito ebe . they are many en number, and hainous in their nature, and: 
grievouſly aggravated, as having been contrary to great Light and Loue, under 
ſignal Mercies and Fudgments, after Confeſton and Supplication, and notwith-- 
Handing of our Profeſion, Promiſes and ſolemn Vowing, and Covenanting with 
Sanne re eee eee een en 15 
Have we nor then ſad canſe of deep Sorrom and Humiliation? Aud may 
we not fear, if we do not regent; and turn from the evil of our ways and return 
ro the Lord with all our hearti, that He return to do us evil, after He has 
done us good, and be angry with us, until He hath con ſumed un © © 


 Letws therefore humble aur ſelves by. Faſting and Praying, let 11 ſcarch ou 7 
our fim, and conſider our ways, and confe is the ſe, and other. our fim, mith Sor- 
rom and Deteſtation 3. Let us' Turn unto the Lord with EFiſting and weeping, 


end with mourning; Let un firmly NY andfincerely Engage to Amend gur. 
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gen and dum and Returyuntoobe Eard.aur God, with” all our heart, ail 
0 mehlygr ay, that for the Blood of the Lamb of God onr ſins may le forgive), 
and our 8 7 ing healed, and ne mayyet become a righteous Nariou, keep- 
y ing the Truth, that Religion and Rightecuſneſs- may flowriſh, and Love and 


Charity abound, and all ths. Lords Peiple may be of one mind in the Tord: 


Aud in order to all theſe, that the Word of the Lord may have fre? courſe, and 

De gloriſed, and that the Preaching of the Mord, and Di ſpenſing of the Sacta- 
ments, may be accompanied with-the wonted Preſence, Power and Bleſſing of e 
ij it of the Lord; Thatthe Lord would preſerde and bleſs our gracious King 
#44 Queen, William and Mary, and eftablifh their Throne by Righteouſne!s 
and. Religion, and grant to tbeſe Nations, Peace and Truth together ; And for 
that End, bl 3 peo [per His Majeſtie Councils, and Forcesby Sea and Land, 
and theſe of the Princes. aid States his Allies, for God and his Truth; That 
Fife or Rulers may Rule in the jear of God, and Fudges be clothed with 
Nele. and that many faithful Labourers may be ſent out into the 
Lord's Vineyard, and they who are ſent, may find Mercy to be faithful, and 
be bleſt with Succeſs; That Families may be as litt'e Churches of Chriſt, and 
that the Lord would pour out His Spirit on all Ranks of People, that they may 
be Holy in all manner of Converſation, and God may delight to dwell amongſt 
oo on OY RE ENT ENTTILNGT e 5 
Aud while we pray for our ſelves, let us not forget our Brethren in Foreign 
Churches, with whom, alas we had too little Sympathy; Nay, let us pray, that 
all the Ends of the Earth, may ſes the Salvation of God; And that He would 
bring His ancient people of tbe Jews to.the Acknowledgment of Feſius Chriſt; 
And that he would baten the Ruin of Romiſß Babylon, and advance the Refor- 
marion in ee and preſerve and bleſs the Reformed Churches; That 
He would pity His oppreſſed. People, the. French Proteſtants, and gather them 
out of all places, wbither they hade been ſcattered in the cloudy and dark day; 
Aud that He would be the Defence, Strength and Salvation of any of His 
. People, who. are in War or Danger by Infidel or Popiſh adverſaries, in Europe 
er America: Andin particular, that the Lord would be gracious to Ireland, 
and ſandtiſie to His People there, bob their. diſtreſs and Deliverance, and per- 


| 1055 wher concerneth ak that... be would Convert the. Natives there 10 the 
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ruth, Reduce that Lan 


ſerved 
elves and 
Faſterity 


u Vindication of the Chirch af Seotfingbwft © uy 
Py ferity ftr tbem; Aud that the Lord may deligbt in us, and our Lindmay 
W Ws og of His. ee ee the! Rte MA = 
ing et, to" Riad thispreſerir A publictly from thi Pulpit, & Swbbath or 
ro Vefure the ſaid — of Himfrt ien: Avid that the eber Profbytrres "tals 
cart that it b *arefully Obſerogd in their Rofpt&ive Bunt. And inhere, in 
regard of Vacancies, the Day h»reby appointed, cannot be obſerved ; The Af 
ſembly appornts the ſaid Humiliatibn to be kept ſome other Day, with the fr I 
emmenent opportunity. And appoints the Cmmiſion of Viſitation, to apply to 
the Council, for their civil Sandi to rhe Obſervation thereof, ' f. 
- Now Let me ſee thoſe Omiſſions that are ſo frequently Complained 
ot. Becauſe for my part after I have peruſed all the Faſts in our Printed 
Acts of Aſſembly, betwixt the 38 and 49, I can find none ſo fufl. And 
notwithſtanding of all the clamour and Noice againſt it, I find in ir 
the breach of Covenant ſeveral times mentioned. I find alſo the Re- 
folutions and indulgence twice mentioned there; indeed it's not hy con- 
demning or juſtify ing either Party, but by way of Lamentation that theſe 
Debates were not managed with due Charity and Love, but with too 
much Heat and Bitterneſs; and becauſe injurious Reflections were uſed 
againſt werthy and pious Men on alt Hands. I find alſo the Teſt men- 
tioned with the Perſecutions and Blood-ſhed of GOD's People in former 
Times: I find alſo Prelacy, the curſed Supremacy, with the many wo- 
ful Compliances of thoſe Times, and all as Cauſes of that Faſt. Now 
ſeeing there was none fo full: betwixt-the 38, and 49, concerning bygone 
Sius, why mags they ſuch a hideous noiſe ? and ought they not to beg 
GOD Pardon firſt, and then this Church for their ſo unjuſt Clamour a- 
gainſt her? For further Anſwer to 
Anſwer, to 1 Nane ee 2 2 1 2 
SGriev. 5th, That, Abjured prelatick Curates were received into Mi- 
niſterial Communion, without requiring ſo much in their Act of Aſſump- 
tion. as an outward ſhaddow of Repentance for their Apoſtacy, and other 
wicked Practices, &c. And the Moderator in Aſſembly, 9. declares, — 
that the Aſſembly would depoſe no incumbent ſimply for their Judge- 
ment anent the Government of the Church, Cc. | ar 


this Grievance, I refer you to my 


* 
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Anſ. In the Inſtructions to the Commiſſion from Aſſembly 1694, their 

faxth Inſtruction is, that they receive into miniſterial Communion, ſich 

of the late conforming Miniſters, as have qualified themſelves conform to 

Law, and ſhallapply Perſonally to them, one by one, duely and Order ly; 

and ſhall acknowledge, engage and ſubſcribe upon the end of the Con- 

ellen of Faithas followes. I. A B. Do ſincere ſy oN and Declare, The . 

Above confeſſion of faith approven of by former General Aflemblies of 

this Church, ane ratified in the Year 1699, to be the Confeſſion of my 
Faith and I ou the Doctrine therein contained, to be the true — 
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whichT will conſtantly adhere to z, as likewiſe, I on and acknowledge 
the Preſbyterian Government of this Church, now ſettled by Law, by 
Kirk Seen Preſbytries, provincial Synods, and General Aſſemblies, 
to be the only Government of this Church; and that I will ſubmit 
thereto, concur therewith, and never endeavour, directly or indirectly, 
the prejudice nor ſubvertion thereof; and that I ſhall obſerve uniformity 
in Worthip, and of the Adminiſtration of all ublick Ordinances of this 
Church, as the ſime are at preſent performed and allowed. And a ſye- 
cial regard is to be had to Heir Miniſterial Qualifications, And. if any 
of the ſaid Miniſters ſo apply ing, or any other Minifter within this Chuck, 
or of what Perſwaſion ſoever, {hall be accuſed, or informed cee 
I .any Scandal, Errour, ſupine Negligence or inſufficiency, Then the ſai 
- _ © Commiſſion ſhall make inquiry thereto, &c. Now what can be moreſtrick ? 
i" Aud I defire, that the Rules of the ſeven hundred's Admiſſion in 38, 
== may be produced and compared with the ſamen. It's true in Aſſembly 
1 1703, in their Anſwers to the Queens Letter, They ſay, your Majeſty is 
alſo pleaſed to Recommend to us, to behave with —— neſs and Chari- 
' ty towards theſe of the reformed Religion, albeit differing frum us in form 
ol Church Policy. We own Meekneſs and Charity to be the Duty of 
all, eſpecially of Paſtors and Office Bearers in the Church of Chriſt, and 
ſhall, through Grace, follow after theſe things, as we have hitherto done. 
But we Wiſh that all theDifferences were meerly about Church Policy (tho 
even for this we be ſorry) and that there were no Differences about our 
Confeſſion of Faith towards God, and our Duty towards your Majeſty. Is 
not this plain dealing with the Queen? And I muſt ſay, The Aſſemblies 
Anſwer to her Majeſties Recommendation (which was nothing but what 
was recommended to them before) by King Villiam, of Glorious Memo- 
ry, as is clear from the Aſſemblies Anſwer; in their Letter to him Anno 
4690.) Is but conform to that Article of our Creed, anent the Commu- 
nion of Saints, which I think many now a Days are ſtrangers, if not Ene- 
mies unto. And in the Unprinted Acts of the Aſſembly 1703, We find 
. that this Church addreſſed the Privy Council, SN a Redreſs of Grie- 
vances from the growth of Popery, The inſolence of Traffiquing 1 
And of Grievances. N. B. from the illegal attempts and Diſſorders o 
the Prelatical Party, condeſcended on in the ſaid addreſs. And yet 
they l quarrel this Church for her Lenity towards the Epiſcopal Clergy. I 
Pray heartily, that GOD may forgive them for impoſmg upon the poor 
People of this Corner, and Calumniating of this Church, And in the un- 
printed Acts 1706. -I find 'a recommendation from this Church 
= to my Lord Advocate, when particular Condeſcendencies ſhall be fent, 
=- by. Freſb tries, concerning the Irregularities and diforders af the 
W- . CJEpiſcopal Clergy, to give Aſfiſtance and Concurrence Rae, 
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of ſuch Grievances according to Law, and Acts of Privy Council thetea- 
nent: yea remember in fome of the Unprinted Acts of ſſembly, there 
is a reference to the Commiſſion, anent the preventing the Epiſcopal 
Miniſters, their Licenſeing Probationers, and yet moſt Hiltly they al- 
ledge, and make poor People believe that we do nothing for the extir- 
pating of Prelacy. The contrair whereof you may ſee above, now hav- 
ing laid before you the Acts of Aſſemblies relative to this Buſine!s,.I a- 
yer, that the Synods of Drumfries and Galloway, have depoſed feveraterf 
the Epiſcopal Clergy, But never received any. And the Committee of . 
theAttembly, which fat at Aberdeen 1694. depoſed feveral allo, it's true 
they received others into Miniſterial Commnnion, but they were a- 
mongſt the beſt of them. And y ou have heard already, upon what Terms 
it was: For fixſt, They were not to be received in cunalo, asthey were 
in the Year 1638, when ſeven Hundred at one Time were brought into 
the Church. No, they are to be admitted one by one, ſo that you ſee we 
are more ſtrict now than they were in the Year 1638, Notwithſfand- 
ing of all the Stories they tell the poor miſled People. 24h, They are 
to Subſcribe to our Confeſſion of Faith, as the Confeſſion of their Faith, 
which looks ſemewhat like the Subſcribing of the Covenant as to the 
Religious Part of it, eſpecially if you conſider what follows. 34ly, They 
are to own and acknowledge the Preſbyterian Government of this Church, 
by Kirk © Sefſions, Preſbytries and Provincial Synods and General 
Aſſemblies, to be the only Government of this Church and that they 
will ſubmit thereto, concur therewith, and never directly nor indirect: 
ly endeavour the prejudice or ſubverſion thereof. 4ly, Theyare to 
obſerve the uniformity of Worſhip, and of the Adrainfization of all 

publick Ordinances in this Church. 5%, None guilty of Scandal, Error, 
ſupine Negligence or inſufficiency; are to be admitted, all which are clear 
from the inſtructions to the Comm iſſion of the Aſſembly 1654. Now if 
the terms of Admiſſion of the Epiſcopal Clergy. to Church Communion 
in the Year 1638. were as ſtrict, I deſire they may be produced, and if 
they cannot pray, Let not poor unthinking People'in times coming be 
- impoſed upon, by Stories about the pureſt Times; It's true, as we have in 
the unprinted Acts 1696, The Moderator declared that the Afſembly would 
depoſe no Incumbents ſimply for their Judgment anent the Government 
of the Church, yet m their Anſwers to the Queen 1703, They wiſh that 
all their Differences were meerly about Church Policy, and then add, tho 
even for this we be forty, which ſhews their Diſlike of Fyiſtopal Goverri- 
ment, even to the Queen in their Anſwer to her Majeſties Letter. and 
you may ſte above, what pains this Church was at with the Privy Coun- 
eil, and the Queens Advocate, to get this Grievante redreſſed: But pray, 
what have they done to Redreſs this 28 my part I believe 
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none of their Party ever ſo much as Wrote againſt Prelacy, whereas this 
Church, beſides her Activity in her Judicatories againſt Prelacy, ſeveral 
of her Members have Wrote learn'dly againſt it, and frequently preach- 
ed before the Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly againſt it, I won- 


deer therefore, how they can have the impudence to blame this Church 


dor tolerating of Epiſcopacy, ſeeing the Church in her Members, have 
been at ſo much pains as you have heard above, and they at ſo little. 
 Griev. 6th. they quarrel our Kings for not taking of the Covenant, &c. 
and alledge that the Church is the cauſethereof. ok 
An. We have Laws for our covenanted Religion, the Subjects Liber- 
ties, and aga inſt Popery, Prelacy, Erraſtianiſm, Hereſie and Prophanneſs, 
With a moſt e e now willing to Govern us, conform to thoſe 
Laws, as you will ſte from his Coronation Oath, relative to this Church, 
m my Anſſer tcGrievance 3cth, in which he is oblidged to Rule  accor- 
ling to the eſtabliſhed Laws of the Nation, and — AER our King 
as oblig d to govern us, according to all that is contained in the Covenant, 
and the Laws eſtabliſhing our Reformation. 2dly, will you ſay, That if 
our King take not the Covenant, That therefore we are not toobey; him. 
This is contrary to our Confeſſion of Faith which tells us, that Infidelity 
and Difterence in Religion, doth not make void the Magiſtrates juſt and 
legal Authority, nor tree the People from their due 1 to him, 
yea, it is contrary to the Times betwixt the 1638 and 1649. for all the 
Worthy Miniſters then obeyed King Charles the firſt, who would never 
take the Covenant, and had ſworn to maintain Prelacy, yea, did not all 
_ the Miniſters in this Church own King James the 62h, . after he had tur- 
ned Epiſcopal, and Renounced Preſbytry which he was ſworn to by the 
Covenant, and did not our Martyr's, upon the Scaffolds, to their very laſt, 
own King Charles the 2d as their King, after he had renouncedPreſhytry, 
which he was ſworn unto, and eſtabliſhed Prelacy which he was ſworn 
againft. 2dly. Our Kingsſince the Revolution, tho' they took not the 
Covenant, have done more for the Covenanted Work of Reformation 


than dur Covenanted Kings, ſuch as King James the 6b, and King Char- 


ts the 2d ever did. 4h, I cannot tell how. forcing. Kings, contrair to 
their Inglinations, to take the Covenant would do. I'm {ure it did not 
welFwith King Charles the 2d. As this Church knew to her fad ex- 
perience after the Reſtoration. As to that part of the Grievance concern- 
ing the Churches being to blaim for the King or others not taking the 
, Covenant, you may conſult my Anſwer to Grievance 126. | 
© Grjv., 7th, Your not Teſtifying in a ſuitable way, againſt Magiſtrates, 
their allowing many Curates to ſerve Cures and Poſſeſs Benefices with- 
aut dependance upon this National Church. They only ſubſcribing the 
* Oath of Allegiance and. Aſſurance. | 5 
Anſ. 1 reſer you to my Auſwer to Grievance 5th, and further adds, 


that 
© | 
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ue chat as Paul was judged to be a good Chriſtian, tho ſeveral Times he did 
vw that which he hated, Rom. 7 Cb. 15. v. And as Feboſaphat a good King; 
ch- | 


endured the high Places to continue in Judah all the Time of his Govern- 
ment, becauſe he was not able to abolth them, 2d Chron, 20 Ch. 33 v. And 
rch ¶ as David ſuffered Foab to live many Days after he had committed a moſt 


manifeſt Danger to-his State, and - Amaſiab thoſe Murtherers that flew 
his Father, becauſe he was not able to do Juſtice upon them: ſo ſays the 
Church with reſpect to the Curfs. The Sons of Zerujab are too ſtrong 
for us, and the LORD knows it is our Grievance as well as theirs, ant 


what Endeavours this Church has uſed for the removal thereof, you have 
heard already. So that the Church concerning this Buſineſs, is rather 


the more able to get a redreſs thereof. 


and his Cauſe, and were Councellours in the Time of Charles the 24, 
and Fame, the tb, who had been the Inſtrument cf the then T;ravny, 
and the Contrivers, Enactors and Exactors of the bloody Laws againſt 
the Lords Poople, were not removed from Places of Truſt, at, nor ſince 
the Revolution. wort 

Anſ. What has Mr. Hepburn and his followers done for the redreſſing 
of this Grievance, more than the Church has done? Yea, I believe they 
have not done ſo much: For 2dly, The Miniſters of this Church both 
in their Preaching and Praying, before the Commifſioners to the Church 
and Parliament have teſtified againſt ſuch corrupt Perſons being in the 


Yea 3ly, The Church has ſpoke frequently to the Secretaries of State 
concerning this Puſinefs, and 4thly, when King William was ſpoke to 


great pains, and Mr. Hepburn at fo little, why ſhould you quarrel 


unthinking People. „% gn ALY tl nes 
Griev. 9th, That in the claim of Right; Preſbytry is not aſſerted to be ac- 


People. 


* Admonition, 1698. and approven of by the following Aſſembly, tells 
them, That the Church of Scotland, believes that Jeſus Chriſt is the on- 
*1y Head and King of his Church, and that he has inſtituted therein 
F _ 2 3 Officers 
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Griev. 8th, That wicked and ungodly Men who are enemies to Chriſt 4 


Government, which I believe Mr. Hepburn hag never dane to this Day: 


her? yea ought they not to be aſhamed to do ſo, and ſo impoſe upon poor 


cording to the holy Scriptures, but founded upon the inclinations of the 


© Anſ. The Commiſſion of the Church of Scorland in their ſeaſonable 


unnatural Murder, becauſe he was not able to cut him off by reaſon of - 


to be pitied than blamed, and would they join with us, we would te | 


about it, He anſwered, that the Circumſtances of his Affair wer? ſuch 
as he behoved to employ them. I think it was juſt like David's employ- 
ing of Jaab, as you heard above, now when the Church has been at ſo 
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offers, Ordinances, Order and Government, and not left it to thef 
vill of Man, Magiſtrate or the Church to alter it at their pleaſure, No, 
© ſay they, we believe we have a better foundation for our Church Go- 
.* © yernment than the Inclinations of the People or the Laws of Men, 

Tho we think it a Mercy, and Matter of Praiſe to God,when People In- 

e *: line to on the Truth, and the Magiſtrate doth by Law eſtabliſh it 
in his Dominions, and tho? in our Claim of Right, mention is made of 
the Inclinations of the People, that was the Fact of the State, not of the 
Church, and in one of our Acts of Parliament, The Government of the 
Church is ſettled, as founded upon the Word of GOD, and have not ma- 
ny of the Members of this Church written upon this Subject, and Pro- 
ven from clęar Scriptures, That our Church Government is founded 
upon the Word of: GOD? Such as Mrs. Meldrum, Forrefter, Jamiſon, 
Lauder and Anderſon, Soxthat I'm aſtoniſhed to hear this made a Gric- 
vance, and all is ſtill to amuſe the Poor miſguided Multitude. Again in 
Aſſembly 1711, Page 19, amongſt the Queſtions to be put to Miniſters at 
their Oidination, This is one. Are you not perfwaded that the Preſby- 
terian Government and diſcipline of this Church are founded upon the 
word of GOD? from all which you may ſee, that tho' the State might 
be blameable, the Church was not; tor they all alongſt founded their 

Government upon the Word of GOD. But more of this on Grievance 
IIb. when I come to diſcourſe about the Intrinſick Power, &c. 

Er ev. 10. That the Parliament in that Act 1690, pitched on an AR of 
Parliameat 15 92, according to which this laſt Eftabliſhment of the Church 
was to be ſquared, and that the Miniſters of this Church did not oppoſe 
the ſame, nor ſupplicate the Parliament for ſetling it upon the good at- 
tainments in the Reformation 1638 and 10885 Seing it is probable that 
the Church. is thereby conliderably Prejudged, as to her Power of Convc- 
cating and diſolving of Aſſemblies: And further that thereby many de- 
ſueahle Pieces of Reformation are ſlipt over and diſregarded. 
An. The Parliaments going back as far as 1592. ſeems to be out of 
no bad Deſign, and in Particular, nat to cutofftheſe Times betwixt the 1633 
and 1649. For firſt at the Revolution, The Government of the Church 
was put into the Hands of the Preſbyterian Miniſters, which were 
put out after the Reſtoration,” and this was an owning of all that was E- 
ſtabliſhed from the. Year 1638, till that Time; and ſo the Parliament 
| ſettled us upon the ſame foundation, as it was betwixt the Year 1638 
apd 1562, or 1649. 2dly, The Act of Parliament owns and acknow- 
ledges all the Miniſters that were Licenſed and Ordain'd by theſe Mini- 
ſters which were put out at 1662, from that time till the date of the Act, 
Which is no Evidence that they deſigned any ſuch Thing. 3d), Tho the 

bad deſigned to cut off thoſe Times as you alledge: Do not the Churc 
| . | . OWN 
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own all theſe Acts of Aſſembly betwixt the 1638 and 1649? So, that it 
the State deſigned any ſuch thing, The Church was not to blame, ſeeing 
the Acts of thoſe Aſltmblies are the Rule of our Procedure, as well as 
thele ſince the Revolution. As to the Churches Power of convocating 
and diſſolving of Aſlemblies in the firſt Place, Does not the civil Ma- 
giſtrate allow us to keep Seſſions, Presbytery's and Synods, as often 
as we pleaſe ? and as to our Kings calling of Aſſemblies, The firſt four 
,; Councils were called by the civil Magiſtrate. The Council of 
Nice by Conflantine the Great, againſt Arius. The Council of Conftan- 
tinople, by Tbeodoſius the older, againſt Macedonius, TheCouncil of Epbeſus; 
by Theodofius the younger, againſt Nefforius and the Council Caledon a- 
gainſt Eutyches; and the Synod of Dort was called by the Eftates of Hol- 
fand, at the deſire of K. Ja. the 6th, againſt Aminiut, and the worthy Mi- 
niſters who ſuffered ſo much upon the account of that Aſſembly at Aber- 
deen, 1605, Diſlolv'd their Aenbi) after the reading of the Privy Coun- 
cils Letter, and deſired the Kings Commitlioner Lawrifon, to Indite a new 
Day for their Meeting, &c. Lea, The Aſſembly which ſat at Gloſerw 
1638, was called by King Charles the firſt, I crave Liberty a little to in- 
ſiſt here, and firſt in the Proteſtation of the Noblemen, Barons, Gentle- 
men, Burrows, Miniſters and Commons, Subſcribers of the Confeſſion of 
Faith and Covenant lately renewed within the Kingdom of Scotland, made 
at the Mercat Croſs of Edinburgh, July 4th, immediatly after reading of 
the Proclamation dated June, 28th, 1638. They ſay, we preſented a new 
Commiſhon to His Grace, as his Majeftx's Commiſſioner, Craving moſt 
humbly. © N. B. The indiction of a free Aſſembly and Parliament, &c. - 
And in that ſame, which is juſt now lying before me, They add 52h!y, 
Me Proteſt, that . Cy former Supplicat ions laſt Articles, our laſt 
© Deſire, and Petition to his Majeſties Commit ſioner, which Petitioned. N. 
« B. for the preſent Indiction of a free Aſſembly and Parliament, accor- 
© ding to the Cuſtom of all Nations, and of this Nation in the like caſe, 
Ec. And below again, They ſay, and yet we do certainly expect, ac- 
© cording*to the King's Majeſty, his accuſtomed Goodneſs and Juſtice, 
That his Sacred ane a due Information of the Juſtice of our 

« Cauſe, and Carriage, will preſently Indite theſe ordinary wg ape of 
< free Aſſembly and Parliament, c. Jobn Earl of Caftles In, Name 
<'of the Noblemen, Mr. Alexander Gibſon, in Name of the Barrons, 
© Fames Fletcher Provoſt of Dundee, in Name of the Borrows, Mr. John. 
© Ker Miniſter at Salt-preſion, in name of the Miniſters, and Mr. Arch- 
© bald Johnſton in name of allwhod will adhere to the Confeſſion of Faith, 
and Covenant, took Inſtruments in the Hands of three Notaxs preſent 
© and in taken of their dutiſul Reſpect to his Majeſties. Confidence, of 
dea thay, Gaul, and ng uc: dl air Carriage, Aud hape of 
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his Majeſties gracious Acceptance, They offered with all humility, 
with ſubmiſſive Reverence, a Copy thereof to * Herald. Now can 
there be any thing more Clear, than this, to prope the Kings Power 
of Convecating Synods? And it is to be obſerved here, that they do not 
inſinuate, as if it were peculiar unto that Time, For they plainly tell, 
that it was conform to the cuſtom of all Nations, and of this in Part icu- 
lar. again in the Kings Act, appointing this Aſſembly ſo earneſtly de- 
tired, which is juſt now before me, are theſe Words; We havegiven 
© Warrand to our Commiſſioner, to indite a free Aſſembly, to be hold- 
en at e, the 21/t Ly of November, in this preſent Year, c. 
a 


: tlands the 9th, day of September. 1638. 
And conform to this Warrand, you may read the follow ing Act of the 
ſecret Council, juſt now before me, alſo at Holy-rood-honſe the Twentieth 
ſecond day of Seprember, 1628. For as much as, it hath pleafed 
the Kings Majeſty, out of his Pious and Religions Diſpoſition 
to the, true Religion, and out of his fatherly care for remoy- 
ing of all Fears, Duubts and Scruples, which may ariſe in the 
Minds of his Subjects, for preſervation of the purity thereof, and upon 
diverſe great and weighty Conſiderations, importing the Glory of God, 
and the Peace of the Kirk, and common well of this Kingdom; to 
appoint and give order, That a free General Aſſembly be indicted, * 
kept and holden at the City of Glaſgow, the 21/t Day of November next. 
Therefore the Lords of ſecret Council, Ordain Letters to be Direct, 
Charging Macers and Officers of Arms to paſs, and make Publica- 
tion hereof by open Proclamation at the Mercat Croſs of Edinburgh, 
and the head Burrows of this Kingdom, and other Places needful, and 
to warn all and ſundry Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, Commithoners of Kirks 
and others, having Place and Vote in the ny, to repair and re- 
dreſs, to the ſaid City oſ Glaſgom, the ſaid Twenty firſt day of November, 
next to come, and to attend the ſaid Aſſembly, enduring the Time 
© thereof, and ay and while the ſame be diſſolved; and to do and per- 

* form all which to their Charges in ſuch Caces appertaineth, as they 
will anſwer to the Contrary at their higheſt Peril. Now, This Aſſem- 
bly thus indicted, by ſound of Trumpet, over the Mercat Croſs of Edin- 

butgh, Sc. I'm ſure, ſince the Revolution, has not it's Paralel, 

And in the Reaſons of the Miniſters then for the Calling of this Ge- 
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neral Aſſembly, dated, une 29th, 1638, and juſt now before me, in their 


Anſwer to the ſecond Objection, they ſay, We humbly acknowledge, 
that the ſupream Magiſtrate hath Power to Indict the Aſſemblies of 
the Kirk, and, When in his Wiſdom, he thinketh it convenient, He 
may by his wager conveen Aſſemblies of all ſorts , whether Gene- 
ytries or Kirk-Seflions, But the Queſtion is. ſay 
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. they, whether he may Prohibite or impede them, when the neceſſities . 


« of the Kirk, evidently calls for them? And below, they ſay, when the 
« Chriſtian Magiſtrate either forbiddeth, or in the urgent neceſſity of 
the Church, torbeareth to Conveen Aſſemblies, in this Point the Kirk 
is left to her own Liberty, and mult provide for her own ſafet y ; and 
© when ſhe calls, it's per viam admonitionss et Requiſitionis, by way of 
« Chriſtian admonition and Advertiſement, et nonvia citationts ac pub- 
© lic authoritatis, by way of Citation or Compulſion; fo that the one is 
© by Authority, and the other is voluntary: And below in the ſame 
papers, they diſtinguiſh between Accumulative, or rather Poſitive 
Power ot calling Aſſemblies, and between a Private orDeſtructive Power 
Ihe former, ſay they, belong to the King, who being cuſtos, utriusqus 
tabula, may and ought, pro: re nata, call the Aſſemblies of the Kirk; 
© but the other not ſo. And below, again, they tell us, that in the Act, 
© 92, It was found, that the Kings Power of Indicting General Aſſem- 
„blies, and that by virtue of his Prerogative Royal, might conſiſt with 
this native Libeity of the Church, toappoint the Time and Place of 
© her neceſſar Aſſemblies. N. B. In Caſe of the Kings not uſing his 
© Prerogative by appointing them, and again, they fay, we muft ob- 
© ſerve the difference betwixt the Indiction or calling of Aſſemblies, con- 
« ſidered abſolutely, and in Reſpect of the-Circumſlances of Time and 
place: Now the Act of Parliament intendeth no further, but touch- 
ing the Circumſtances of the Place, as in that Town, the Aſſembly 
*. ſhall conveen, and of the Time, in what Month of the Year, and what 
Day of the Month, as is evident from the Act it ſelf, 1592. Which 
gives this Liberty of Time and Place to the Aſſembly, when the Kings 
« Majeſty, or his Commiſſioner doth not appoint them. 5 
In the Churches Addreſs to his Majeſty, Aſſembly 1638, Page 66, 
They tell him, That they wereconveened at Glaſzow by his Majelty's- 
© ſpecial Indiction; And the Aſſembly 39, was indicted by the King at 
©. the Birks, to be kept at Edinburgh, Auguſt the 12th, and the King 
« deſigned to haye been there himſelf, but was obliged to go to London, 
and then the Earl of Traquatr was appointed Commiſſioner. ' And in 
© the Cauſes and Remedies of the-bygone evils of the Kirk, Seſ. 8th Af. 
© 1639, Page 74, They tell us, Thar bis Majeſty was pleaſed by publick 
* Proclamation, to Indi# this free National Aſſembly, and here it is to be 
obſerved; That this Aſſembly ſhall not at the time appointed by the form- 
er Aſſembly, which was to have been upon the third Vedneſday of Fuly 
1639, as is clear from Seſ. 26. Af. 38, P. 54, read the whole Act, but 
upon the 1270 fr 17th of Auguſt 1639, At the time appointed by the King, 
as is clear from Seſſ. Sth Af. 39. 9 r 
Again, the Veſſ min ſter Aſſembly, was called by the Parliament; as is 
clear from the Declaration of the Parliament of England, to the _ | 
| RTE RET 3 8 ner 


1 4 Auſper tothe Firſt Part of Humble-Pleadings, 
neral Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, Page, 166, of the Acts of Af. 


ſembly 433 and inthe Letter from the Aftembly of Divines in the King 


dom of England, to the 3 of the Church of Scotland, They ſay, 
© We the Aſſembly of Divines and others called, and now fitting by yi: 


* ority of both Houſes of Parliament, to be confulted by them in Mat- · 


ters of Rehig1op:': And in the Ordinance. of the Lords and Commons in 
© Parliament, for calling of this Aſſembly. It is ſaid, That it is thought 


ft arid neceſſary, to call an Aſſembly of Learned, Godly and judicious 


* Divines, who, together with ſome Members of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment are to Conſult and Adviſe of ſuch Matters and Things as ſhall be 
* propoled unto them, by both, or either of the {aids Houſes, when, and 
as often as they ſhall be thereunto required, and afterwards they name 
all the Perſons that were to come; ſo many Biſhops, ſo many Inde- 
- pendants, and ſo many Preſbyterians. Again in that Ordinance, the 
- Clerks of both Houſes of Parliament were to Summond them, by leaving 
a Summonds at each of their dwelling Houſes, yea in that ſame Ordin- 
ance. The Parliament appoints the Place to be at Veſtminſler, in Henry 
the 72h, his Chapel; they appoint alſo the Time, which was to be the firſt 
Day of uh, 1643, and afterwards they were to fit, and be removed from 
place to place, and be diſſolved in ſuch manner as- by both Houſes of 
Parliament ſhall be directed; yea, they were to Treat of nothing but 

what was propoſed to them by both, or either of the Houſes of Parliament, 
and to make Report to them again. Moreover they appointed, That 
Milliam Twiſſe Doctor of Divinity, ſhall fit in the Chair as Prolocutor or 


Moderator of the ſaid Aſſembly, and upon his demiſe, they appoint another, 


Which accordingly they did, by appomting Charles Harley Prolocutor, up- 
on the Death of Doctor Tw:ſſe, and ſo they did concerning all the reſt of 
the Members; yea, when any difficulty happened in the Aſſembly. It 

was to be propoſed to the Parliament with the Reaſons þinc inde, That 
they might give further Directions thereanent and they conclude, Thus 
provided always, that thisOrdinance, or any thing therein contained, ſhall 

Hot give unto the Perfons aforeſaid, or any of them, nor ſhall they in this 
Aſſembly aſſume, or Exerciſe, any Juriſdiction, Power or Authority Ec- 
cleſiaſtical whatſomever, or any other power than is herein particula: ly 


- Expreſſed. This Ordinance at large, with the Names of thoſe appointed, 


And of thoſe who actually came to this Aſlembly, with the Oath all the 
Members thereof took, &c. You'l find, before the Confeſſion of Faith with 
the Scriptures at large, Printed by Robert Sanders at Glaſgow anno 1575. 
And this Aſſembly, thus Limited, compoſed our Solemn League and Co- 


venant, our Confeſſion of Faith, larger and ſhorter Catechiſms, and our 


Directory for Worſhip, and if yon'l get me ſuch a limited Aſſembly ſince 
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' theReyolution preſent, Pm miſtaken. May not ſome be aſhamed then 
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Rights and Libe 
'© by the known and received Law, and to indict, and gather together 


+ ot order, as w 


| Or « Vindication of the Eburch of Scotland, C., 43 
to call the Aſſembly of this preſent Church a pretended Aſſembly; and 


diſdbey her Acts as they do? Again, in Sef: 2 Af. 44, E. 226, and 227, 
on 


in the Letter from the Commiiſioners at London to the General Aﬀfembly, 


They ſay, For, altho we have exhibited. to the grand Committee, 
; © (which is compoſed by ſome of the Members of-botk*Houſes of Partia- 


ment, and of the Aſſembly with our ſelves) the materials of the pub- 
* lick Prayers of the Church, the method of Preaching, and the order of 
* Adminitftration, of the Sacraments, and have the Catechiſm in hand, 
yet are they notthrowly examined by the Committee, nor at all by the 
Aſſembly, or Parliament, &c. And below they tell them, that they had 
not power to publiſh theſe Things without warcand from th Parliament, 
and then they confeſs ingenuouſſy, that they are not a General Aſlemh- 
y, but ſome ſelect Perſons, called by Authority to give theis advice in 
© Matters of Religion. Now you may obſerve all along, that there was 
no ſuch diſtinction, as that of Ecclefia perturbata & bene conſtiinta. From 
all which, I appeal to all unbyaſſed Perſons, whether Mr. Hepbm with 


his Party, or this Church, acts moſt conferm to theſe Times, betwixt the 


38, and 49, in this Buſineſs. But before leave this Head, I ſhall give 


ycutle Reaſon whichour Divines give for this their Opinion and Practice, 
concerning the King's calling of Aſſemblies; and I ſhall do it from none 
others, but the Authors of the 111. Propofitions, Printed anno 47, in pro- 


poſition 50rb, They ſay, Unto the external Things of the Church, 
© belongeth not only the correction of Hereticks and.other treubies of 
the Church, but alſo the civil order and way of Convocating and call 


0 ing together Synods, M. B. this is 55 to the Magiſtrate for the 
Magi | 
! 


rate eng, by his RT Vy 


power, both to eſtabliſh the 
exties of Synods, alle 


ing together at times appointed 


Synods occafionally, as often as the neceſſity of the Church requires the 
© ſame: Not that all or any power toconſult or determine of Ecclefiaſtick 
or Spiritual Matters, doth flow or ſpring from the Magiſtrate, as head 
* of the Church underChriſt; But becauſe in thoſe things, pertaining to the 
© outward Man, the Church needeth the Magiſtrat's aid and ſupport. 
* And in Propoſition 51/4, Say they, So that the Magiſtrate calleth to- 


* pier Synods, not as touching thoſe things which are proper to Syncds, 


ut in reſpect of the things which are common to Syncds, with other 


Meetings and civil publick Aſſemblies; That is, not as they are As- 


* ſemblies, in the name of Chriſt, to treat of Matters Spiritual, but as they 
* are publick Aſſemblies within his Territories, for to the end that pub- . 
lick Conventions may be kept in any's Territories, the licence cf the 
Laird of that place ought to be deſired. In 5ynods therefore a reſpect 

ell Civil as 9 had; and becauſe of tis 
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Ie Anſwer ts the Ff Pat of Rumble Pleadings 


'Y 4 70 Order, cutward defence; better accomodation, cee — 
# acceſs and receſs; the conſent und commandment d Bim wh oisa 

© ed to take care of, and defend humane Order, doth interveen. 

any thing be more clear? And again in Propoſition” 65; by hos com- 
mand he er © e 'whenthete is need of them, and Summon-* 
eth, calleth ont, and drawes to trial the unwilling”: N. B. AG th. 


© our the Mapitrat's ſtrengtn and Authorit t be done, as-hath - 
2 16ds allo OE and 


* + been already faid, he maketh Syn are, and in a civil 
2255 b. l ddeth or mcderateth in them if it 1 Nein good to him) 
either 


himſelf, or by a ſubſtitute Commiſſioner. . In all which 2 | 


power ot [the Magiſtrate, though occupy ed about Spiritual Thin 
« not fot all that Spiritual, put Civil. Several other ſuch Propofi 3 
you. find amongſt theſe, Now as to that wo art of this Grievance con- 
cerning this Church, her arriving to her higheſt pitch of Reformation, 
on bade heard already from the preceeding part 5 this Paper, and hall 
Wh alterwards, whether this Church, or Mr. Hepburn and his Party, acts 
_ moſt conform to thoſe Times betwixt the 38 and 49 
i XI. That, at the ſitting down of the frſt Allembiy the Head. 
Thip of Chriſt alone in and over his Church, was not fully and faithful! 
allarted. with the intrinſick power of the lame, yea though 2 Draugh t 
for that effect was formed, and read in open Aſſemibly, yet it was reject- 
ed, notwithſtanding of the expedience and ſeaſonableniefs of the ſame, 
and the importunity of ſeveral. Members for i its paſſing; nor to this Pay 
bath been any 188 formalt: done to this purp ole, albeit many Mini- 
ers have again and a ain defired it, 55 fen Sentence or ks or 
long ago, infert in the form | of Proceſs, in the Introduction 1707 
Was the 15th Aſſembly After the Revoltion and afterwards de 41 
Zedge, tho' this Truth in words mould be owned, yet it is greatly to be 


TRL ſuitable Church ale do not attend the ſame; ſO that proſeſ- 


ling verbally. what is PR 


ly coptradicted, 5 is but a mocking of «him 
_ who will not be mocked. 


"Af. Em ſure we allow not to the civil Magilkrate a power to. Jay 


© down new „ Priticiples of Religion, or to ſet up a new model of Worſhi ip, 
diſtin from what are commanded in the Word of God, Nor 240), Do 
ws 1 . him to Preach the Goſpel, or Adminiſtrate the Sacrament. Nor 
7 any part of Church pos, fi ither by tunſelt or o- 
2 ſuch as his Deportes or N N or. atbly, Lo BE or depoſe 


Mw 25 of the Goſpel. Nor 5thly, ; To determin 1 Controverſies of 
et 


"Faith, Nor 6th/y, To. preſcribe to "Miniſters a method of 5 5 or 

we of the Sacraments. - Nor 7zbly, To make Church Can- 
: nor reſcind Sentences paſt by Church Jubtcatories.. Nor laſtly, to 

| hoe or Tanger. Church * from meeting, when th the nei 


on” 


tl 
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Call and diflolve herown Aſſemblies: But concetning this, 1 have dif 
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Mercy of GOD, is eſtabliſhed amongſt us; And we believe, 
* have a better Foundation for pur” Church Government, than the In. 


0 
957 


5 * Vindidation ef the Church of S * a the. | is ; 
ef the Church calls for it: And in theſe, in my Opiuion,/conſiftsprinciva)- 
iy che intrinfick power of the Church: And, all tbis we habe 3 
poilethm of ſince the happy Revolution. But that wherein then Unik 


courſed ſufficiently in the preceeding Grievance; to which I refer you. 
Moreover, This intrinſick power of the Church has been many ways aſ: 
ſorted in Letters to the re Magiſtrate from this National Churcll, 
and by the Moderators of her Aſſemblies in their Speeches to their Cm 


miſſioners without any Contradiction. And alfd in their Sermons befor! F 


the Commiſſioners; ea, in the Year 1692, There was an Act prepat ing 
for the aſſerting the intrinſick power of the Church: But the A mbly 
being ſuddenly interrupted, it was not got done, yet, even then, when the 
Aſſembly was abruptly diſſolved, the Moderator declared in prefence of · 
the Commiſſioner, that it was the priviledge of the Ambaſſadors of Jeſus 
Chriſt, to meet about the Affairs of the Church,” as oſten as occaſion of. - 
fered; and this, ſaid he, I ſpeak in my own Name, and in tbe Num of all, 

who-will adhere to ne. And the whole. Aſſembly adhered to him. Was 
not this a publick owning of the intrinſick Power of the Church? for a- 


bout x3 Years, before ever the Forin of Proceſs had a being, And in the 


ſeaſonable Admonition, publiſhed by the Commiſſion of this Chareh 1698, 
which "was about 9 Years, before the Form of Proceſs was turned into 


an Act of Aſſembly 3 They ſay, We do believe, and own, That Jeſus 


Chriſt, is the only Head and King of his Church, and that he hath in- 


 « ſtituted.in his Church Officers and Ordinahces, Order and Government: 


< and not leſt it to the will of Man; Magiſtrate or Church, to alter it at 
© their pleaſure. And we believe, that this Government, is neither Pre- 
<latical; ner Congregational, but Preſbyterial, which now * 7 2 

that e 


elinations of the People, or Laws of Men, & c, Now, Idefire Mr.-1 bryn, 
or any of his Party, to let me foe, that-Afſembly bt Author, betwint the 
38 & 49, or tity other period of the Church, wherein the intrinſiek Power 

the Church has been ſo fully aſſerted, as in this) SeQtion of the ſeſon- 


able Admonitionof the Church, whick is ſo much condemned by them, in 


* 


their Grievance 34%. Again, the Tear 1702, Something Being pro- 
poſed. in the AD Eg mtrinſick Power ef the Church, the 


end igel, age 7H; in their Anfiverto- 
jefties Letzer, They ſay, Ar Hhrwiſt, Ve ave 9 agans, with' jolr 
E Ä 

in a National Afembly; wy your Majefties Shadow and FO 


trinſick Powef. A 
Der N 


Prestel, Anse Wee wäs none dentreling Weit , 
y 
y 


46 Au Anſwer ta the Pirſt Part of Humble Pleadings. 
And I defire, that Mr. Hepburn may tell, by vertue of what Power he 
as Depoſed Aſſembly 1705. As alſo, I defire Mr. Hephurn, and his 

| Party, to let me ſee, wherem they were more ſtrict, betwixt the 28 & 49 

A this Point, than this Church ſince the Revolution has been, and if they 
zannot let me ſee it, what a horrid fin is it in them, to impoſe fo upon 
poor People, by making them believe, That we are Degenerated from the 
ureſt Times? And what a palpable untruth is that, to ſay, That nothing 
| oh been dine; for aſſerting the intrinfick Power of the Church, except a Sent- 
rms or two, in form of Proceſs, Printed: 1707? Where as you ſte, I have 
Cited ſeveral Acls ol Aflembly prior thereto, Aud ſeveral other things 
proving the contrary, as you will ſee above. 'Put this is like the reſt b 
their Calummies, which 1 pray GOD may forgive them. 


 - nen 12th, That there hath not been effectual ; endeavours for re- 
8 vwewing the Covenant, but on the contrame, a cruſhing of Mints that 
# / way; neither hath due reſpect been ſhown to. theſe Covenants by ma- 
w of the preſent Miniſtry, as Duty obliged, ſome indirectly denying 
their binding Force, Others not preaching up the fame, a third fort not 
making Honourable Mention of them at fuch Times and Occaſions as 
furniſhed them Opportunity ſo to do; And that the Covenants have 
. not been renewed by this National Church, neither at, nor ſince the 
WW _- _ 41. That theſe are General groſs untruths, and an impaſing upon 
Poss ünthinking People, will appear from What follows, © 
For, Firft, The Commiſſion 


. 
* 


the Church, in her ſeaſonable Admo- 


7 n 1698, Page 28855 em it, js the Mercy of out Land that 
* 


are a' Land in Covenant with GOD, and ve lament for the Breaches jrbere- 

of; in ſome by turning to Popery, in many by Prelacy, and many nom by Divi- 
on, und generally by Corruption of Manners.. Now. this ſeafonable Admo- 
nition in which this faithful Teſtuneny is given for the Covenant, in op- 
poſiticn to Popery; Prelacy and Diviſion, 1s condemned by Mr. Hephmu 
and his Party, as youll ſeeatterwardsin Grievance 24h, Bnt was approven 
by, this National Church in her Aflembly 1699: 50, that you ſee--this 
Church'owns the Covenauts, and laments. the Breach of them; yea; has 


1 
& © - 


nottthe Breach of: the: Covenants, and the ' contempt; the Indignities and 

 __ affronts-put upon them,. been amongſt the Cauſes of our National 
Bals as Von! find inthe Faſts appointed 1690, 1720,1701:-50 that. if 
particular Perſons has ſlighted the Covenants, or put any contempt 
don them, you ſee it's not the deed of the Church of Scotland. Moreover, 
Has they ever mplain to any Iudicatories of this Church, of any ſueh 


eon, and did they. refuſe to do them Juſtice; if not why do they com 
JE ke of the Church?” and yet if there be any Miniiter n this. Church; 
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> Or a Vindication-of the Church of Scotland &c. © 27 


So. 


ex of, and he ſhall, be cenſured according to the demerit of his Crime © 
2dly, I do not 8. 0 youcan. renew the National Covenant, without the . 
Concurrence of the State; And as for the ſolemy League and Covenant, 

it muſt be aapempd.bp-tho three Nations. 34% All the parts of our * 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, which have the firſt place 

in the Covenant, with our Properties and Libertics, which hath the ſecond - 
place in our Covenants, with the King's intereſt, which hath the third 


place in the Covenants, and which we are all bound to maintain by our 
Covenants, are ey. not all legaily Eſtabliſhed to. us by Acts of Parlia- 
ment? Why, then ſhoyld there be ſuch a Noiſe, ſeeing we are in-thePoſ- 
ſeſlion of all the Subſtantial parts of the Covenant? athly, Have not all 
the Probationers and Miniſters in this National Church, whenLicenſcd, and 
at their Ordination, Subſcribed the Confeſſion of Faith, which is Coven: 
anting upon the Matter. But more of this, when I come to Grievance 
14th. 5thly, The;Synods of Galloway and Dumfries, with the generality 
of the Synods in the Kingdom, have owned. the binding Obligations of the 
Covenants,. which they have Subſcribed, with their hands, as you'T ſeg 
from the $ynod Books. 6:bly, Several Synods have obliged all the Mini- 
ſters in their Bounds, to Preach up the binding Obligations of the Coyen- 
ants, in order to the preparing of People, to the taking of the ſame, if the 
Lord ſhquld grant aproper ſeaſon for taking there. 74bly,- It is Com- 
plained, as a great Error in thoſe Times, in which the Covenant Was taken, 
that there was but too Promutcuons preſſing of. People to ſwear them, Laſt- 
ly, Aſa indeed made a Covenant with GOD, but we do not find that Je- 
boſhapbat or 2 made auy.: and when % did take this Oat it was 
God's. true hurch before be took it. Therefore it was not abſolutely 
neceſſary to the being of à Church, tho verꝝ gcod to the welbeing of 
a Church: And in all the Churches of he (ew. Teſtament, we read no- 
thing of ſuch: But befere I leaye this, Head, I deſire, that the Complain» 
& would free themſelves from the Breach of Covenant, which I alledge 
| 77 5 uilty of: e diſowning of Preſhyterian Government, 
y. Kirk-Seflions, Preſhytcies, Synods and General Aſſemblies; all Which, 
- they diſown, except Kark-Seſſions, and in ſo far they are breakers of the 
Covenant, inthe firſt and principal Part of it, which is the Religious, 2% 
By their Schiſm and groundleſs ſeparation from the Worſhip and Ord? 
nances: of this Church, which * are Sworn againſt in the Covenants, as 
well as againſt Prelacy. 3dly, By not owning the King; 1½, by their 
being againſt an 4 f Allegiance to Fim. 24h, By ſpeaking Pimi: 
nutively. of his Succeſſion; as you'Tlee in their Grievance 30rh. 2d! BY  - 
their vending a Book entitiiled, the Proreſfors Vindicated, where K. George* | 
is. called only King de facto, like. the Heather Emperors, in Chriſt's t 2 
Apoſtles Days. But Was not K * the 18, Epiſcopal in his Judge. 
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8A Auſper to the Fit Part of Humble-Pleadings, 
Der and bound to Maintain Prelacy by his Coronation Oath? yea, wis 
An Ams to overturn Prefbytry, and reſtore Abjured Prelacy? yet,notwith- 
Mandling our Veftminfter Divines, makes it one df the Clauſes in their 
 folemn Leagut and Covenant, to defend the King's Perſon and Authority, 
and all the Covenanting Miniſters in this Church, and in England, be- 
tix the 38 & 49, owned K. Charles the 1} for their King, as they ſay in 
their Remonſtrance to him 1645, That he was guilty of ſhedding of the 
Blood, of many Thoufands of bis beft Subjects, be permitted the Maſs, and o- 
ther Taolanr ies; both in bis own Family, ard in 175 Donbnbont, and Aut bos ix- 
"ed, by the Book of Sports, the Oey of the Lords Day, and did not 
ſh Scandals, and much 8 tation in, and about his Court; yea, notwith- 
anding, that the Ring at 17 * of Wight, Declared, that be thought him 
bf obliged in Conference, by bis Coronation Oath, to Maintain Archbiſhops, 
Bios, Se. I Ay, notwithſtanding of all this, they owned him for their 
King, to his dying Day: Now ſeeing, they own, that the Covenants are 
dint as well as we, why ſhould they not own K. George? ſeeing the 
 Covenanters owned K. Charles the 1, as above, and not as King de facto, 
Dc, And they who ſaffered after the Reſtoration of K. Charles the 24, 
When he had broken” the Covenant moſt ſcandalouſly, by turning out of 
Prefbytry, which heat Sworn unto, And geſtoring Prelacy, which he had 

| Abjured hi Welk, did they not own him to be their King? ſuch as Mr. 


Guthrie and others, who did it upon the very Scaffolds, as is Clear from 


Naphtali, After all which, Idefire, that Mr. Hepburn and his Party, may 


; _. Char themſelves from the breach of Coveriants, in theſe three Articles, 


or ew wherein t {1 
oF G eu. XIII. That in the Cauſes of National Fafts, there has not been 


een Fae both neceſſary" i; 


Fleaded for, by many of the Miniſters themſelves,; many ſinful Admini: 
- NKtrations of the Church and State, not being ſo expreſly mentioned, 45 
they ſhould have ben. e FE 


they ſo accuſe Miniſters, when they hear none of them? It is well khown 
A 

Kt that botk as to former and preſent Times, and tho each particillar be 
. _ Not mentioned, yet they are comprehended under the Heads mentioned. 
And it is the work of Miniſters, in r Congregations, to 
8 et more particular, as it may be moſt e ople 

Cale reguiteth; And dare yon ſay, They have been all unfg fol in this > 
 Ifthey ſhould fay it, I believe pur Heafers, will do us fo rthuchJuftice, as 
£o. teftific the.con F. 2dly, I believe, upon ꝓeruſal of theſe ats, ap- 
© . PointeTby this Church. TA emblies 1890, 1700, Yor, 1/04, 1796,.1709 
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t leaſt new wherein they keep the Covenant in theſethree; as we do. 

A. Such general Accuſations ſuit nqt Goſpel Charity. How can 
| g's © 1 0 THF 17 5 \ Fa. 1 

t there haas been very par cular” Ehumerations © the fifls of the Land, 


ting, and as their Peoples 
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quarreh; 487 becauſe we do not bring in controverted Prints, as: Cauſes of 
dur Fafts, Which we own, we do not, yea, that we will not ; And that for 
the Reaſ us Abe 19My Anfwers to Grievances I,, 2d, 3d & 4th, about 
thoſe diſpatable Things. Again, I defire, that the Faſts which was ap- 
pointed, betwixt the 388 &, may be compared with thoſe ſince the Re- 
volition: And Lbelete, use the ſms of former and prefent Times then, 
hey will be found far more defective than vurs, ſiice the Revolution. Wh +2 
then, fuch # Noiſe about the Cauſts of 6077 Faſts But for further an- 
ſwer, I refer you to my Anſwer to Grievance 4. 
Griev. XIV. That good Acts of former Af. mblies anent Licenſing and 
Ordaining of Intrunts into the Miniſtry, wv molt places, have not been ob- 
ſerved; in à due manter. There being many in theſe latter Times ad- 
mitted to the Miniſtry, who are not Qualified, according to the word of 
God; and the fereſald Acts. And in particular they quarrel us; that ou 
Intrants Subſeribe not the Covenant, according to Actof-Aſſembly 43d, 
— — . . dd, 
Anſ. What a greſs untruth this is, and what an unjuſt᷑ reflection it is up- 
on the Church ot Scotland, you will fee from my following Anſwer 6 fe, 
in Af. gg, Ad 10th; Page 11th. Anent Probationers. The General Aſ- 
ſembly of this Church app ints, that no Preſbytry ſhall admit any Per- 
© fon to Trial, in order d Preaching, but ſuch as are of ſound Principles, 
and of a Sober, Grave, Prudent and Pious Behaviour, and of whom te 


* = 


* have ground to conceive good hepes, that they ſhall be uſeful, and edi- 


8 Ying in the Church,; and tor this end, it is hereby appointed, that ſuch 
© Perſons ſhall e belote the Prefbytries, who admits them t Trials, 
« ſufficient Teſtionikks from the Min iſtets ef the Parillies where they 
© Lived, and tromthe Preſbytries, inwhoſe houflds they Refde And ales, 
from the Profeſſors of Divinity, where they ma have attended the Pro- 
© fefſion for ſome time, and if the ſaids Perſons come from a place, where 
there is no Preſbytry as yet Cquſtitute, according to thelegal Effabliſh- 
ment, they ſhall Produce Teſtifiats, fem the Hext adjacent Preſbeytry, 


P — 


vho àre to inform themſelves chneerning their Principles & Hehavicur, 


and Teftifie of them accordingly. A'Sicklikeythe GeneraVAſſeribly, = 


© hereby appoints, That when ſuch Perſons are Licenced to he Probatie- 
ners, they ſhall oblige themſelves to Preach or I within the bounds, or 
© by the Direction eee that did Licenſe them, and they ſhall 
« all by Wnbſcription und nrcheilte engage Herfelee, thar they Ruft be 
ſubject to the Prefbytty, that did Leffe them, er to any 'ChurebJudi- 
entory; where, in re heir Abode, for ſnorter er 
enger time; And that they fhraft follow“ ne“ diviftve Courſe, and theſe 
F A 


— 


% Av Anſwrr to the Fiift Part of Humble-Pleadings, 
preſbytry, that did Licenſe them, they ſhall-carry with them an Ex- 
*-tra& of; their Licence, and 4 Teftimonial from the Preſbytry of their 
© Carriage, which they are to preſent to the Preſbytry, to which they 
come, r at leaſt to ſome Miniſter therein, before they Preach within 
that Bounds, which Miniſter is not to employ them, except in his own. 
© Pulpit, until he give notice thereof to the Preſbytry at their next Meet- 
ing, and have their allowapce. _; - PITT ia apy) 
As alſo, it is hereby appointed that the {aid Preſbytry, to which the 
© ſaid Probationey ſo comes; {hall require the ſame Subzection & orderly 
Carriage from the ſaid Probationers, during their abode in the ſaids 
*<. Bounds, to which they were engaged by the Preſbytry, by which they 
© were Licenſed, and it they go tv any Place, where a Preſbytry is not yet 
+ Conftitute according to the legal Eſtabliſnment, they ſhall be oblig'd, 
before they Preach in that Bounds to make their Addreſs, to the next 
+, adjacent and legally erected Preſbytiy, to whom they ſhall be Subject, 
na ©, and by whom they {hal be directed as aforeſaid: And in Caſe the ſaid 
-4:Probitioners ſhall maleverſe in Doctrine or Converſation, they ſhall 


he countable to, and cenſureable by the foreſaid reſpective Judicatories, 


nas they ſhall ſee Cauſe: and if the ſaids Probationers refuſe Subjection, 
or prove Contumacious to ſuch Cenſure, whether of Reproof, Suſpend- 
ing of the Exerciſe of their Licenſe, or of recailing the ſaid Licenſe, In- 
3 timation ſhall be made thereof by the ſaid Þudicatorie to the Neigh- 
_* bouring Judicatories, or where they. ſhall underſtand the ſaid Probati- 
* oners are; that ſo none may Employ them to Preach, nor their after 
+ + Irregularities'be imputed to the Preſbytries that did Licenſe them, or 
+, where they afterwards had their abode: Where Loblerye, Fir, That 

© the thing that is choaking to Mr. Hepburn &c. in this AQ, is that they 
are to engage to follow no diviſiwe Courſes, and this their engagement is 

to be inſert in the of their Licenſe: 2dly. That when they are to 
Remove from that Preſbytry which did Licenſe them, then they are to 
carry alongft with them an extract of their Licenſe, wHth 2 Teſtimonial 
from the Preſb y Goa their Carriage, which they are preſent to the Preſ- 
bytry to which 
But let them be never ſo much d at theſe, they are but con- 
form to our Acts betwixt the 1638 and 4649, as alſo conform to the French 
Diſciple, as is to be ſeen in Leroeque in his Confermity of the Eccle- 


© Saftical Diſuipline of the Reformed Churches of France, with that of the Pri- 
i 4 — | "Wa ſaid Miniſters ſhall 
nat de Vagabonds, and ſhall not have Li 


mitive Chril where Ch. If. Article 2 


ty of their own free Autho- 
e xity to intrude themſelves where they pleaſe. Again Mr. Lorecque tells 
5 us in Artiele, 25. of that lame Chap. hat the Miniſter of one Church 


, * 


— _ Cannot ..- 
* 1 „ * * * 
mu 


Y come, before they can be allowed to Preach in their 
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cannot Preach. mn another, without firſt obtaining leave of the Miniſter 
+ of it; unleſs in Cafe of his abſence in which Ca muſt be the Con- 
© ſtory that gives him leave. And in Article, 26. the Miniſter who ſhall 
* intrude himſelf, althe he were approved by the People, is uot to be ap- 
proved by the Neighbour Miniſters or others; But notice muſt be gi- 
ven of it to the Colloque or Provincial * All which I Recom- 
mend to the ſerious Conſideration of Mr. 
* And L wiſh heartily that he with them, would ſeriouſly peruſe Laboe. 
* 949 about Schiſm and Diviſion, with Quick's Synodicon npon the fame 
« Subject. Again, the General Aſſembly. in 1705, Page, 24. Do by th ir 
* unatimous Vote, moit ſeriouſly recommend it, to the ſeveral Perſhy res 
* of this Church, to keep a watchtul Eye upon all Students of Theoloe y, & 
to be careful that none be Licenſed to Preach, or admitted to Church 8, 
but ſuch as ſhall give evidence of their Orthodoxy, by ſigning the Co. 
« feſſion of Faith, approven by former General Aſſemblies of this Churc“, 
c and ratifyed by Law, as the Conteſlion of their F aith, of the ir good At- 
* fection to the Government of Church and State, of their peaceable Prin- 
* ciples and Diſpoſition, by engaging to obſerve good Order in Conjun- 
ction with, and in due Subjection to, the Judicatories of this Church, & 
« of their Literature, by abiding a ſtrict Trial, and ſhall own the Preſ- 
« byterian Government of this Church, to be aggreeable to, and founded 
upon the Word of God, and promiſe never directly, nor. indireckly, the 
« Prejudice, nor Subverſion thereof, conform to former Adis of Aſſembly 
© thereanent. Again in A/. 1708, the General Aſſembly tranſmits it as 
an Overture to the ſeveral Preſbytries, That before any Preſbytry Re- 
* ceive any upon Trials, in order to his being Licenſed, they appoint three 
© or four of their Number to Converſe privatly with him, and to take 
Trial of his Knowldepe, in N 8Þ6-partcularly in the Modern, 
Controverſies, and what Senſe and Impreſſion vf Religion he has upon - 
his on, Soul, and that they make Report af their Diligence herein be- 
fore the Preſbpytry admit them to the Probationary Trials; and below 
they add, it Difference ariſe about his inſufficiency, the Aſſembly tranſ- 
c mits this as an Overture, that in this Caſe, the Preſbytry ſhall refer the ; 
«< whole Affair to the Reſpective Synods; and the Synods ſhall appoint, 
« ſome of their Number to examine Coram the intrant, whoſe Abilities, 
« and fitneſs are thus queſtioned, .. and give Directions to the Preſhytries, - 
« & they ſhall e cane. Again in AJ; 1711, AQ 10, Ege 26, anent_ 
© Probationers, it's {aid none are to be admitted to Trials m order to be 
© Licenſed, but ſuch as has attended the Profeſſion of Divinity, for ſix 


a 


+ Years, of, Have cloſely followed the Study of Divinity, & the Languag- 
6 3 aſter they have paſſed the Courſe. of Philo- 
© fopby at the Colledge, in cafe 9 did not allow them 


3 # 
* # * a 


phurn and his Aſſociates. 
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„ © ir Hofer the f part of Humble Pleadings, 
© to attend the Profeſſion much of that Time, But this ſhall not extend 

*. to Students, king the Iriſh Lun providing that, befureany. Pref 
pytry Licence ſuch Students Within the ſaid fix Tears they firſt conſult 

* the General Aſſembhhy, or Commiſſion thercof, in the Matter: And fur 

"© ther, The General Aſſembly does 2 Ordain, that none be 

_ _ * Licenſed in any Preſbytry, except they have reſided therein for the 
E 


© ſpace'of fix Tears, or de produce ſufficient Teſtimonials from the Pre. 
© bytry, in Whoſe Bounds they have laſt; or for the moſt part, reſided, 


4 bearing expreſs That it is the defire of theſe Preſbytries, that theſe | 


Students fnould be enter d upon Trials: And ſuch Students, as come 
from Abroad, ſhell 3 fatisfy ing Teſtimonials from the Proteſlors 
under whom they tudied, &c: And the General Aſſembly does alſo 
* appoint, and. urdain, that the above ſpace of ſix Years being expired, 
and Teſtimonials produced in marmer foreſaid, The Preſbytry, which is 
to take the Trial of thefe Students, ſhall before they enter them upon 
Trials, in order tobe-Licenſed, write Letters to all the other Preſbytrics 
© within the Synod, acquainting them with their deſign, & at the next meet- 
ing of the Synod, They ſhall alſo acquaint the Synod thereof, aud ob- 
«© tan thetr ſpecial advice and Judgment in the particular; and below, 
6: they are · tõ be examined 9 by three or four of the Preſby try, 
© betore they be admitted to Trials; and particularly they are to exa- 

wine bim about the Senſe and Impreſſion of _ 
Soul, Oc. And in Page, 18, you'l find eight Queſtions to be put to al} 
© Probationers before they be Licenſed ;.and in Page, 19, in the fame Act, 

. © you find what Queſtions are to he put to them, at their Ordination, 


two of which in particular are, 4to, Are you perſwaded, that the Preſ- 
terian Government and Piſeipline of this Church are founded N 
je Ho 


«. Word of God, and agreeable thereto > ( tv. Are not zeal ſor 


© novy of God, Love to Jeſus: Chrift, and deſire of Saving Souls your-great 


«© Motives, and chief inducememts to enter into the functiou of the hol; 


* Miniſtry, and not worldly Defigns and Intereſts? and in Rage, 20, in 


the ſame Act, you have the Fiymula to be'Subſcrib'd by all ſuch, as 
Roe ſhall Trials, in order to de Licens d, and that Mal be Ordain'd 
Mini ers, or Admitted to Pariſhes. Which is as Follows. :: i Alo 7 
IA B. Do bereby declare, that Ido fincerely own, and - belzeve the mbole 
Dockłrine contain'd in the Confeſſion of Faith, __— by-the General A. 
 femblies of #is National Church, and ratified by Law, in the Tear 1690. Aud 

: frequently confirm'd by diverſe Acts of Parliament fince that Time. 20 he the 


 "Frauths of: God, and I do own the ſame, as the Confeſſion of my Fauth. As 


©  Ghrwiſe J do own the purity of: Worſhip preſently Anthoriz'd and Praftiſed in 


this Chureh, and alſo,the Preſbyterian Government and Diſcipline now ſo 15 


pily. eftabliſh'd therein; which Wo fhip, Doctrine aud Church Government 


miſe 


ion he has upon his 


mM 
d, are founded pon the W ord of God, and agreeable thereto, and 7 Pro- 
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ad „ie that, through the Grace of Gog, I hall fu I and F ee the 
ef i 7246 (and to the ptr of my Dower: Pall is my ,t, Je F. 
ilt efend, the ſaid Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline n of this Church, 
- by Kirk-Sefpons, Preſbytries, Provincial Synods, and General 

be bar J . in my ee corform my ſelf to the ſaid Worſhip, and ſubmit to 
he W rhe ſaid Worſhip, Diſciplire aud Government ; and never endeapow, direfly, 
vor indirely, the Pcjudice or Subwerſponof the ſame aud Lpromſe that Fa! 
d, follow no Diviſive Courſe rom the preſent Eſtabliſhment | this meh; Re- 
le muncing all Do&rines, Teviets and Upinions whatſocyer, contrary, or HCO 
ne ent with the ſaid Doctrine, ak. 4a 1-46 or Government of this Church. 
Ts This I think in fome meaſure reſembles, the Subſcribing of the 2 
o venant, at Ieaſt, as to the Religious part of it. Alter the aa a 
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as it _ GQrrev. xy. and H lint axe x 
x penly Proptaie 

y ed and dil. 

ole hey judged 
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34 4 Anſwer tothe Firſt Part of Humble-Pleadings, | 
Party. I muſt lay, this finels too much of Arrogaiicy and Preſumpti6n: 
they learned this tom the Donat ifa ot Old; But tho. I ſhould grant; that 
they are the Godly Party, yet it is ſtrange, that this muſt ſupport their 
Cauſe, be what it will, whatever Party amongſt Godly Men they have 
gain d to their fide, it ariſes from their abuſmg the ſimplicity of good 
| nd the fmal knowledge they have in ſuch debates; yea, it is but 
A weak argument to commend a Cauſe, becauſe of the number of good 
Men following it, as will appear from the Caſe of Jobs three Godly Friends, 
deing agaiuſt him, and Miriam & Aaron being againſt Mo/*s, yea, a God- 
Ty David may be tor numbering ofthe People, while a Apr e may 
be againſt it: 1 thought of Old, it had been, Jo the Law, and >the Te: 

' ximony, and I think it ſhould Le fo yet. Eut alas It ſeems, now. to be 
Wore For if a Perſbn be of a Party, it is enough to Sanctifie their 
Cauſe. But I deſirę, that Mr. Hepburn, and his Party would not lay too 
much firefs upon this, that they are the Godly Party. For I believe, up- 
on narrow Scrutiny, there will be found as many Godly, upon the Chu £4 
es ſide, and many moe, than upon Mr. Hepburn s, yea twenty times mo: e, 
c. But now as to the Grievance, I anſwer, that whatever Miniſter he 
be, who encourages not true Piety and Holineſs, but reproacheth and 
_ 'eilregardeth Godly Men, and Countenanceth the apenly Profane and 
 Godlefs, he ought not to be a Miniſter, and deſerves not to bear ſuch a 
Character; And if there be any in this Church, who are thus: guilty, 
we befeech them, to take Chriſts way, by dealing with their Conſciencies, 
Aud cauſing others to deal with them, if they cannot prevail themſelves; 
and if neither can prevail, by giving an account ofthem to Church Judi- 
catories, that they may be * cute, conform to the Rules of the Church, 
r. But I miſt, take the liberty to tell zheni, that they are but too credulous, 
and but too ready to believe, whatever paſſes to Miuſters detriment, tfue or 

., - falſe. For which, I pray God may forgive them, and tho it were true, 
which they alledge, is it reaſonable” from particular facts, to accuſe a 
Whole Church, as they do? Moreover 1 mae have not ſeveral Mini- 
fers been Pepoſed by this Church already for Scandals? And the Synod 
ot Drumfiies, has been as forward for Profecuting of fiich, as other Synods 
m the Nation: And Pm ſure, this Church has made many Acts agaihſt 

; © Scandals of all forts, and in all Perſons, as you'l hear afterwards, when I 
- come to Grievance 26. And I muſt fay, that the Church has good cauſe 
"to take notice, where the danger is greateſt, as Im ſure its juſt now; For 
Mr. Hepburn with his Aſſociates, Mrs. Gilchriſt and Taylor, two Depoſed 
- - Minifters, witt ME Ruddoch, Daniel Hunter, and Mr. Gavin Mitchel, three 
Students; all which are fireing the whole Country, which is evident from 
their diſorderly and Schiſmatical Practices, with the People's being tranſ- 


are 


% 


06 an. ter ee; 


= g ported by their indiſcreet'zealy ſhould not ſuch conſider, that Diviſions 
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n. are really as Scandalous and hurtful to the Church; as either Scandal in 

at Practice or Doctrine, as Mr. Durbame upon Scandal tells us, in part 4b, 

ir Page. 241. Where he gives alſo the Reaſons of this his Opinion. And the 

76 Fathers efteem'd diviſion, -as, maximum mulum -Ecclefie, as the greateſt 

qd evil, which can befal a Church. And the Church of Frarce rejented _ 
1t this ſo much, that a Liſt of all Vagabond, and Vagrant, Depoſed, or Schij- 


d matick Miniſters, as they call'd them, was ſet down at the end of ever 

A Synod or Council, before the Moderator's Subſcribing the Acts of Council, 
d- as is to be ſeen in Qnicks Hnodicon. And as to that part of the Grievance 

"= © concerning the Curates, I refer you to my Anſwer to Grievance 5th. 

/: Griev. XVI. Many of the Elders admitted in this Church are utterly 

e rmworthy, ſome being guilty of the groſſeſt ſteps of the late Times, De- 
ir fections, as Teſt taking, &e. Others very ignorant, and notoriouſly Scand- 

0 alous, ſuch as, Drunkards, Swearers, neglecters of Family Worlhip, &c. 
A And it is a Grievance, that no more endcavours are uſed to purge the 

4 Church of Miniſters and Elders, not duely qualify . 1 051 

8 A. There was never a Church ſince Chriſts daes, but there were 

* ſome perſons in it not ſo ſtraight in their walk, as could be deſired: And 
id + I believe Mr. Heburn's People cannot free themſelves of ſuch more than 
d others, and if he has a mind I ſhall compare with him, this way, when 

4 he pleaſes. Vet 2d hy, It's no fair to attack us thus in Generals; and un- 

/ til they condeſcend upon particulars, we will deny the fact, and ac- 
s |  cuſe them of Calumny, till they make it appear. '3dly. Im convinc'd, 
$ that when they delate ſuch ſcandalous Miniſters or Elders, The Church 

2 will nyt be wanting to proſecute them confer to the Acts of Aﬀembly. 

h, Vea, 4bly, Has not the Aſſembly recomended it to Judicatories to take 


s care of this buſineſs, and ordain'd, That any Elders that are Scandalous or 
: Keep not Family Worſhipybe Depaſed? As is clear from A/. 1697:-P. 10&11. 


o As for Scandalous: Miniſters, you'l hear of it aſterwards. 5%, I think, I 
2 may ſay, That there are a ſet of as*Honeft and Fudicious Elders, juſt now 
i- i — Church of Scotland, as ever was iu it; For which we have reaſon to 
) els God. MME 2 A PL 8 | Et. 
p  _ *Griev. XVII. We conceive this Church very faulty, with reſpect to 
ſt her Members, accounting the worſt of Perſons to be ſuch, contraty to our 
1 Principles thereanent, which are, that none ought to be. look d upon as 


ſe a Church Member, who is not of a competent knowledge of the Myſteries 
Ir of the Goſpel, and. hath not a Converſation ſnitable thereto ; and they 


d eſſay to prove, that this Church does otherwiſe, by giving ſome inſtances, 
ee ſuch as Perſons moſt ignorant, and very Vitious, enjoy ing the Priviledge of 


m Baptiſin to their Children; ſome ſuch alſo are adn 
L. -ewiſhing, Ordinance of the Lords Suppe. 


utted to that diſtin- 


Anſ. We count no Man a Member of our Church, who either denies 
hu F 3 ES | Chriſt, 
- : 


fs |} Ai Avfwir toghe Firſt Part of Humble-Pleadings, === 
Curiſt, or Profelleth: auy ocher way to Salvation, than by Faith, which 


worketh by Love; for ho doth not proſeſs this Love in ſome Meaſure ? 


Simon Magus, tho he had neither Faith, nor the Spirit of God, yet be- 


cauſe he made Profeſſion of Faith, was judgd a Member of the viſible 
Church; fo alſo was  Aramas and Sapbira, and the Multirude, which 
came to Jahn to be Baptizel, Mar. zd, and the Church Viſible 1s com- 


pared to a Draw net, which gathers that which muſt be caſt away, as 
well as the good filh, which muſt be keept. It's compared alſo to a 
field, where Tares are Sown, as well as Wheat. Aud in my Opinion, a 
Man's profeſſing Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to him, gives him a 


Mignlit to all the outward Priviledges of the Church; and without this, no 


Man has a Right unto any of them: But they alledge, That this Church 


thinks otherwiſe, becauſe; Perſons molt Ignorant, and very Vitious, en- 
joy the Priviledge of Baptiſm to their Children; But that this is a Groſs 


Calumny is evident; For our Church admits none to preſent Children 


tto be Ba 'tized, but ſuch who are of a competent Knowledge of the prin · 


.ciples of Religion, tree of publick Scandal, and profeſs. their Faith inChriſt, 
and obedience to him, and deſire Baptiſm to their Children, This is 


the Principle of the Church of Scoeland; and if any Act contrary hereto, + 
they are to blame. And I deſire, that particular Inſtances may be con- 


deſcended” upon, Otherwiſe it will be looked amongſt the reſt of 
their- — And tho they oben 1. 


be helped. And we doubt not but Mr. IEpburn has Baptized ſome 


_ .. dren; whoſe parents were under Scandal, as well as other Miniſters ; y ea, I 
have heard it aver'd, that Mr. Hepharn has admitted Parents to preſent 


Children to him frequently, whom for Ignorance, other Miniſters could not. 
Again they Inſtance as to ſome Scandal about Perſons being admitted to 
the Lords Supper; indeed Mr. Hepburn cannot be accuſed of this, becauſe 
he never received nor adminiſtrated that Sacrament theſe Twenty Years 


bygone and upwards : And for any thing I know, never all his lifetime: 


And I muſt ſay, that he is greatly to blame for his hindering the Ad- 


\ mmiſtration, or Reception thereof in thir Bounds, ſo far as in him lyes; 


for which he muſt anſwer GOD, and I'm fure all the Godly in the Na- 


tion, who from heir Experience know the ſweet of Communion” enjoye! 
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it ſueh Occaſions, will be aſtoniſhed at this. And as to the Prineiples of 
this Church upon this head, they are very well known; for in the 117 
AQ of Aſſembly 1706 Page 1225, The General Aſſembly recommends it 


to therſeveral Miniſters within this Church, to take as ſtrict Trial, as 


can be, of ſuch as they admit to the LORD's Supper; 1 be- 


ore their firſt admiſhon thereto 3 and they dilipently 


© particularly as tothe Covenant of Grace, and the Nature and end. of 
$4214 © ie | "—_ :T is 
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ſhould Condeſcend upon ſome, it is not 
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* this Ordinance, as a Seal thereof, aud Charge upon their Conſciences, 
the Obligations they ly under from their Epe Covenants; and 
+ ſeriouſly exhort them to. renew the lame : So that none are to be al · 
mitted unto the LORD's Table, but ſuch who have a competent mea · 
ſure of Knowledge, and ablameleis Life and Converſa im. And I nwſt 
fay, chat very good meaſures are taken, to prevent any bodies coming, 
who are not thus qualified, by their examining of them as to their Know. 
ledge, then, . inquiring into their Lives and Converſations, and again 
by viſiting of their Families ; and Laſtly, by fencing the Tables and de · 
barring all theſe who are unworthy; ſo that if any come unqualified, it 
is not the Miniſter and Seſſion their fault, Yea many Perſons have 
been actually raiſed from the Table of the Lord upon this Account. And 
it is very well known, what — this Church is at, to get this Buſineſs. - _ 
| — 4 Right, there being a | 
hum 
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| ways a faſt Day before the Communion, to 
themſelves betore GOD; for their Sins and Provocations. Again 
they have generally two Sermons upon the Saturday; to prepare them 
for this great Work upon the Lords Day; and upon the Sabbath there is 
an Action Sermon preached by the Miniſter ſuitable to the Work of the 
Day. Beſides a Sermon upon the Sabbath Night, with two Sermons upon 
Muay, ns. yt Communicantstheir Duty after ſuch a ſolemn Oc- 
eafion. Now whether Mr. Hepburn's Practice, or ours, concerning the 
Sacrament of the LORD's Supper, be moſt conform tothe Word of GOD, 
& Lleave it to all unbyaſſed People to Judge : you may Conſult further. 
concerning this Subject in my Anſyer to Grievance 2344. 
Gxiev. XVIII. The ſinful. Aſſociations this Land has been Guilty of, and 
is to this Day, which are ſo feverely condemned in GOP's Word, and 
faithfully Witneſſed againſt, by both learned and Godly: Miniſters, and 
others of the LORD's People, and puniſhed by the LORD Remarkably ; 
and yet Miniſters approved of theſe Contederacics betwixt Britain aud: 
Germany and r Ec. And Pray ed for the ſamen. 
Anſ. With all due deference to the Opinion of ſome worthiy Divines; 
it is my Opinion, that there are different kinds of Teſtimonies to be 
given, ſueh as ſometimes againſt Dyrumty, and then'T think I may join 
with all who are for Property and Liberty, whether Eyiſcopalr of Fupiſſ, a- 
gainſt thoſe who would Tyrranize over us, and that for this particular 
end, to preſerve our Properties and Liberties, aud to keep a Ballance a- 
mong Princes, and to give my Teſtimony: againſt Tyranny, and if this 
had net been practiſe by Proteſtants joyning with the NHench King a- 
aiaſt the Emperor, at one Time, and Pfoteſtants joyning with the Preueh 
Ring: > Samar ds e Ir _ er Toes and of — 
Proteftants joyning with the Enperor, Portugeſe, and others, againſt 
the French King 3 the allance of Power in Emroye had been broke; Our 
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38 An Anſwertothefuſt Parr of Hunible-Pleadings, | 
Properties and Libetjes precarious, and Tprrany eſtabliſhed long ere noir. 
* And do not all of us n‘, that the Camteronien Regiment with Mr. Shields 
never ſcrupled this, but cordialy joined with the Confedeiates: yea and 
Mr. Sbield s wrote in vindication hereof, againſt Robert Hamilton. Again 
the Teſtimony may be againſt the Tut k, as at preſent, and ſo I have no 
ſ˖cruple to join with the exor, Czar of Muſcoyy, the Pope and others, 
to preſerve the Properties and Liberties of Europe, and to give my Teſti- 
mony againſt Mabumiraniſm. Again the Teſtimony may be againſt Fo- 
pe:y, and ſo I can join with Proteſtants, whither £p1ſcopals or Luthere- 
uns, for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Intereſt, and to give my Teſ- 
timo againſt Anti-Chrift :. And here I obſerve, That ſince the Retor- 
matich, Proteſtants made no ſcruple to enter into fuch. Confederacies. 
Again the Teſtimony may be againſt Epiſcopacy and Eraſtianiſm,” and ſo 


Teſtimony againſt uch. And once for all, I would have you Obſerve, 


o joining, But only lets the World ſee, how far I can and onght to joyn 
with them, and wherein we are agree d, notwithftanding that I differ 


manner, I could joyn with all forts of People who own the being of a 
GOD, againſt - Atbeiſis tho their other Principles were never ſo 


ſenters Wrote, and preached both lagainſt Popery, at, and about the 
Revolution, and: both Preached thoſe Sermons for the Reformation 
of Manners againſt" Immorality, and both Wrote and preached againſt 
the Sbci nian; as is to be ſeen from their {Sermons and Writings. 


weite living beſides a Papiſt, an Epiſcopal, and a wicked Perſon of ho 
Religion; and ſome Robbers were coming, to take away my Effects from 
me, and may be, my Life alſo, might not I in this Cale, deſire the help 


IL take their he P or not, to preſerve my Life and Estate? I deſire, Mr, 

Hepburn and all his Party to anſwer tais:and Im ſure, if they do it in the 
Negative, all Mankind (except themſelves) will be againſt them. And 
I take our Confederacies, to be of the ſame kind with this, only the one 
25 more general than the other; indeed if the contrary Principal take, that 
we are to join with none / in ſuch Caſes, but thoſe who are of the ſame 
Principles with wur felves, and ſo and ſo qualified, then a very weak 


im be-very few, either Officers or Souldiers to be found ſo qualified to op- 
poſe them, and what the conſequerice of ſuch a Principle will 1 ny 


K 
«ol 


I can join with Ind:pendanzs and other Dißenters in England, to give my 
that when I ſay, I can join thus with Jndependanes, Luthereans or Papiſts , - 
Ido not approve of the Principles Wherein they differ from me, by my 


as much from them in Principles as formerly, and after the ſame 


far different from mine; and thus the Church of Englend and Diſs 4 
But before, 1 go further, allow me to propoſe one Queſtion. Suppoſe ; 


= of my. Neighbours. tho ofanether Principal from my ſelf ? Or tho? wick 
da, and ungodly Men: And it they didcome, and would help me, ſhould 


Pecple may ſubdue as many. Kingdoms, as they can; Invade ;- for there 


Or a Vindication of the Church of Scotland, Oc. +9 
thinking Perſon judge. The Law of Nature, and of ſelf Preſervation, will 
_ juſtify the neceſſary conjunction of Subjects in any Ringdoth of Kingdom 
who are in common hazard, againſt any Invaders of their Prepertics an 
Lilerties, or Piincipics: And I deſire, you would ſerionfty Tay to Heart, 
this one Conſideration, that Chriſt never came to a People with his Goſpel, 
to make that unlaw ful, which was law ful by the Light of Nature, before 
he came: For we find, that notwithſtanding of the Chriſtian Religion's 
taking, Chriſtian Servants, by the Word of GOD, were tyed to their Ido- 
latrous Maſters, in all lawful Employments; and Chriſtian Citizens, were 
bound to join with their fellow Citizens, for the common good of their 
City. And we find, the Legio fulminatrix, with many other Chriſtians, ini 
the Armies of Pagan Emperors. So that I find, that this Buſineſs of Ccn- 
tederacies, was no ſtrange thing to the Primitive Times. For beſides, what 
I have juſt now faid, I find Joviunus, Valentinianus, & Valence, three 
Chriſtians, and all afterwards Emperors :, The two former being Tribunes, 
under "ae edge Apoſtate, and the laſt one of Julians on- Guard. I find 
alſo, the Law of Nature, for ſelf Preſervation, taking place of ordinar 
poſit ive Precepts enjoined by GOD, as appears by David's eating of the 
Shew Bread when he was hungry, which otherwife he ought not to have 
done, nor could have dune, without ſin: Why ought not we allo, (grant- 
ing it were otherwiſe unlawiul) in ſuch. an extremity, to join in Aſſociation 
with thoſe of a different Principle, and wanting ſuch Qualifications? And 
* there is one Argument ex conceſſit, which I ſhall adduce for fortify ing 
this my Opinion; and that is, that during the debates about the Duke's 
Engagement, always the Caſe of an Invaſicn, or extremity was excepted, 
and for the avoiding of Ambiguities, in this very Bulincſs, inſtead of the 
Concrete Malignants, Profane Men &c. The abſtract was put in thus, not 
g complying with Malignancy, Prophanity, &c. Which convinces me, that 
the Arguers againſt the Engagement, deſigned no ſuch thing, as the un- 
lawfulneſs of ſuch Confederacies as we plead for, being all defenfive, in 
caſe of Invaſions, aud their Grounds being juſt ; ſo that when I pray for 
the Confederates, it is, that God would make them Succeſsful in that, à- 
gainſt which the common M bar and I do not pray for them "AS 
Malignants, Papiſts, Epiſcopals, &c. But as for Men ſtanding vp tor Pro- 
perty and Liberty, againſt Turks, Papiſts, or any others, who would break 
the Ballance of Power in Europe; and this is but conform to the practice 
of the Chriſtians, in the Primitive Times, who Prayed tor Emperors, that 
GOD would would grant them a long Life, a peateable Reign, a faithful 
Council, valiant Souldiers, and an obedient' People; as Tertulſan tells 
us; yea, it is but conform to what the Apoſtle Prul tells us, 1 TI. 2. 
chap. 1, 2, & 3. ver, I, exhort therefore, that firſt of all, Sager & Prayers, 
Interceſfions, and giving of Than _” made for all Men, for "Kings, and jor 
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40 An Anſwer to the Fir. Furt of, Humble-Pleadings, 
all e hat are in Authority; that wo may live a quiet and peaceublie Liſe, in al! 
Honeſty, for. this is good and acceptable to GOD our Saviour. And Mr. 
Ruthe: foord, in his Teſtimony to the Work of Reformation tells us, Thar 
the Scriptures of GOD, warrand us to pray for, and obey inthe Lord, Princes 
and Magi ſtrat s, that are otherwiſe wicked, &c. Now did the Primitive 
Chriſtians approve of Heat heniſm, Tyranny, or any of the Emperor I ces, 
In all this Prayer or did the Apoſtle Paul approve of the Hratbeniſin, 
Tyranny, or ay. of all the Vices of thoſe! Emperom s, whom he exhorts the 
| . Pray for? And I ſay the like, with reſpect to Mr. Rut her foord, 
who gave this rs: when K. Ch. 2d. had turned from Pyeſbytry, which 
he had Sworn to, and eſtabliſhed Prelacy, which he had Sworn againft. I 
thought to have diſcourſed further upon this Head; and in particular, 
upon the Scriptures adduced againft ſuch Contederaces: But finding my 
ſelf, happily prevented by a Pious and Fndicious Author, in his Anſwer 
to that ——— Book, entituled, Prozeftors Vindicated, which within 
N little time will be Printed, where the Reader will ſee all this Buſineſs, 
ſet in a clear Light, I ſhall ſuperſede. ; 
_ © Grzev. XIX. That the Civil Magiſtrate hath veryifrequently, ſince the 
Revolution taken upon him, to appoint Dyets and Cauſes of publick Faſts 
and Thankſgivings, which is ſurely an encroachment upon the Churches 
Power and Priviledges, when in a conſtitute Condition, and this encroach- 
ment is ſubmitted unto, by the preſent Church, as is clear from their 
making an Act in the Af. 1710, allowing the ſame. 
. * Anf. I find: in the Word of God, Faſts appointed by the civil Magi- 
ſtrate; as by the King of Nine veb, Jonah, 3 chap. 5, 6 & 7 verſes, where 
.the King with his Nobles appoints the Time when they were to Faſt, with 
. the Caules thereof, and why a Heathen King with his Nobles, may thus 
7 2 a Faſt, and a Chriſtian King not, I cannot underſtand. I find 
5 50 Feboſhophat, appointing a Faſt, 2 Chro. 20 chap. 1, 2, 3 & 4, verſes, 
and, Hezeliab, appointed another 2 Chro. 29 ch. 5, ver. compared with P 
the 15 ; now it cannot be made appear, that theſe Kings were Prophets, la 
12 fome alledge; and ſuppoſe they were, how prove you that in the In- P 
.Tances given they acted as ſuch? I'm of the Opinion that the Inſtance of U 
'the King of Nineveh, proves the contrary. Again in Calder woods Hiſfo- jc 
% Page, 443, upon the 5th. Day of Aiguſt, 1600. John Rut buen Earl of C 
*©-Gowrie & his Brother Mr. Alexander, being flain in the Earls own Lodg- 10 
_ © angs, at Perch for 2 COM Piracy alleged to be attempted againſt the King, & H 
17 the, Miniſters. of Edinburgh being defired by the Council, theDay follow- 5 
ing, to go to the Kirk and Praiſe God for the King's miraculous dilivery — 
> eg vile Treaſon, they anſwered they were not certain as yet of 7 
\ « the-'Ereaſon, But would fay in the general, that he was delivered from 7 
" £ w-great Danger, where Mr. Bruce with the other Miniſters quarraled JN. 2 
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Or a Vindieation of the Church of Scotland, &v. 4 
£ not the Councils appointing Thanks to be given, but only donbted ot 
the Cauſe, for which they were to thank God: and Pare 1 75 
upon the 12th. day of Aaguſt, The Miniſters of Edinburgh were charged 
by a Macer to compear before the Ring and Council. And the Kin 

demanded of Mr. Bruce, why he with the reſt ot his Miniſters diſobeye 

Him and His Council, and would not Praiſe God for his Deliverancè in 

general, as oy did upon the Sabbath immediatly following? Putcould 

non condeſcend in particular to qualife what danger it was: Tou I ſee, 
alſo a Faſt appointed by K. Charles the firſt to be keeped for Fourteen 

Pays before the Aſſembly which fat at Glaſzow, 1638, and the Cauſes 
. * were named by the King and this Faſt, with the Cauſes thereof, was 

« proclaim'd at the Mercat Crofs of Edinburgh with ſound of Trumpet; 

and Mr. David Dickſon preaching, before the General Aſſembly, Anno, 
© 1638, had theſe words; that the Magiſtrate might appoint a Faſt or 
N Thankſgiving: who ever deny d it; & if any Teach otherwiſe, they teach 
cCcontrair ta the Word of God, which ſetteth forth gaod Jehoſbophat for our 
example & warrand in this, & tells us afterwards, that which the Church 


6 © of Scotland always oppos'd, and particularly at that Time. Anno, 1638, 
8 as the King's fole Power to appoint Faſts. There was a Clauſe alſo 
8 © in the Act of Pacification, that there ſhoul be a Solemn and Publick Day 
1 © of Thankſgiving for the Peace between the two Kingdoms. As alfo a 


ir © 'Thankſpiving for the Victory at Edgehzll, with a Faſt appointed by the 

« Parliament, before the concluſion of the ſelt-denying Ordinance : All 
. vyhich were punctually obſerved, tho appointed by the Civil Magiſtrat. 
4 « Yea, Auno, 1647, a Faſt is appointed to be obſerved by both Houſes 
h of Parliament, upon the tenth Day of March, as you! ee in the anſ- 
4 vers of the Commiſſioners of the Kingdom of Scotland to both Houſes, 


d upon the new Propoſitions of Peace. 4 ; 

A Again in an Apology for the oppreſsed and Perſecuted Miniſters and 
h Profeſſors of the Preſbyterian Retormed Religion in the Church of Scot- 
8, land, emitted in defence of them, and the Cauſe for which they Suffer ed, 


* Printed 1677, in Page, 169. Where ſpeaking of the Indid ment of days of 
of C{lemn Humiliation or Thankſgiving. They ſay, we reckon it among the com. 
„uon Duties of Religion, that every Chriſtian is bound td in bis ffation by the 
Command of God to obſerve, and according to the extent of bis Power, to ſee 
them obſerved by others under them, when the Diſpenſationt of Fudgment & ' 
Mercy calls them to theſe, as js clear from the Precepts and examples we have 
in the Mord: So that all Chriſtians, in their ſeveral capacities. Offiters, Powers - 
and Extents of the ſame, have the Puwer of Iidicting and leeping of ſueb 
Times and Days, as Maſters of Families, Paſtors of Congregations, or in their 
Aſſociations. and Magiſtrats ; from this it will not follow, ſay they, That 
 Magiſtrats, Maſters of Families &c. Their Indiivg of ſuch days for dim 
Exerciſe, is an act of Church Power 4 it be ſuch in the Officers of = 
| 1 urch, 
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the General Aſſembly. Yea, 


42 As Anſwer to the Fit Pat of Humble-Pleadings, 
Church; and as it comes fi om them, uo more than others Reluling, Exbertirg 
c. Los of wed Ale and Power, altho it be * the Oh: 
Cers 2% Church : 80 ſeeing that it was the Opinion of theſe worthy 
Mini ers, who lived betwixt the 38 and 49, That Faſt Days or Days 


' of Thankſgiving ought to be keeped, when appointed by the Civil Ma- 
-giſtrate, and ſeeing it alſo was the Opinion ot thoſe worthy Miniſters & 
others, who were under Perſecution after Pentland, that ſuch ought to be 


kept, whether they be appointed by the Magiſtrat, or the Church, conſi- 
dering alſo the inſtances about this Subject, which I have adduced from 


Scripture, with that inſtance about Gowrie,s Conſpiracy, It may be no 


Wonder to any, why this National Church made ſuch an Act in their 


National Aſſembly 1710, Enjoying all tie Miniſters and Members of this 


Church Religioufly to ob ſe: ve all Faſts and ta eg which may be ap- 
pointed by Church or State for juſt and neceſſary Cauſes : Moreover, when 
God in his Providence is calling us to faſtuig, or Thankſgiving by ſeve- 
ral Particulars, whereof the Magiſtrat has better occaſion to be informed 


than the Church can pretend to, as the Buſineſs of an Invaſion, or a Plague, 


the hazard of the Proteſtant Religion, or of our Properties and Liberties, 


Fe. The Reaſon of which is obvious; He having His Reſidents in all 


the Courts of Europe; and frequent intelligence from them as well as from 
all the Corners of His own Dominions, Is it then any fault in the Ma- 


giſtrat, when thus certainly informed to appoint all his Subjects to meet 


upon ſuch a Day in their particular Congregations and by the Minifters 


their Mouth, to lay their hazard before God, and pray for the Pardon of 


their Sins, which has occaſioned Gods threatning them with ſuch Judg- 
ments, and for the removal of the ſame. Now this is the whole of the 


matter, and pray, what is it that they can quarrel in it? Indeed, if the 


Miniſters ſaw theſe 8 or the like coming upon them, and ap- 
pointed a day of Faſting for the removal thereof and the Magiſtrat af- 
ter application to him, by the Church for his concurrence therewith, would 


not allow them to keep ſuch appointments; then there would be ground 


of Complaint : But I do not ſee the Magiſtrat diſcharging Family Faſt- 

ing, Congregational Falling, N Faſting, or Faſts appointed by 
the General Aſſembly has ordered Syno 

to appoint Faſts and Thankſgivings, & to draw up the Cauſes thereof, & 


© was never quarraled by the Civil Magiſtrate for ſo doing: Yea; I have 


— 


known the Commiſſion of the Church, and in particular, in the very 


Time of the Union: Parliament, appoint a Faſt with the Cauſes thereof, 


& the Parliament then fitting never quarral'd them for ſo doing. More- 


cover publick Faſts. and Thankſgivings:carrying: in conſequence alongſt 
with them; Gmnqny' Things wine are of civil Zoncern, as the Cc eaſin g of | 
. Mexcates, Plowing and otlie 


publick Works, with the annexing a Penal- 
. I ty: 


Or a Vindication ef the Church” of Scotland, &c. 43 


ty upon the Contraveeners, all which give a juſt Claim to the Magiſtrats 
indicting thereof. Moreover, the Aſſembly gave always this Inſtruction 
to their Commithon, to Correſpond with the State aneit days of publick 
Faſting and Thankſgiving, as you'l fee from the Acts ef the Aſſembly; 
and accordingly for ordinary they did ſo: And pray! What does the ei- 
vil Magiſtrat in this buſineſs, but what God in his Providence 3s calling 
us unto ? So that J think there ſhould be no Debate here whether the 
Church or State do it, providing the Cauſes be Solid. And here Job- 
ſerve, that there is no ſuch weight in that diſtinction of the broken and. 
ſettled ſtate of the Church in this Buſineſs, as they would have us believe, 
as is clear from the aboveſaid Inſtances, | 

Griv. XX. A Body of Miniſters in Name of this Church, having no 
Power to that Eftect, took upon them to condemn the Aſlembly 1692, 
becauſe of their Proteſting, againſt the Diſſolution of the ſame, by the 
Earl of Lothian, The Kings Commiffioner, and the ſubſequent Aſſemblies, 
not calling them to Account, for the {aid Fact, is judged the Deed of the 
whole; yea, they Wrote to the King's Majeſty, not long after, an Appo- 
logy tacitely condemning, what any did or ſaid, in oppoſition to the Lad 
incroachment, &c. 1 

Anſ. As to that part of the Grievance concerning the Convocating of 
Aſſemblies, I have diſcourſed fully to it already upon the Grievance 1120, 
And as for ſome Miniſters condemning the Aſſembly 1692. Becauſè of 
their Proteſting againſt the Diſſolution of the ſame, and that by their 
Writing an Apology to the King, upon the Account thereof: I An- 
ſwer 1m0, That it was not a Body of Miniſters who did ſo. 2do, you 
ought to be well informed before you alledge ſuch things, for what if 
the Letter bears no ſuch things as you ſay- Tea, 3tio, It is certainl/ in 
formed, That the Miniſters did not reſile in the leaſt, from the Proteſt- 
that was then made, by the Aſſembly. All they Wrote, being only in 


reference to the tumultary Carriage of ſome intreating, That His Ma-- 


joffty would impute that to the ſurprize they were in, through the ſud- 
den/diſſolution of the Aſſembly; But does not in the lealt lay any thing, 
that could import their reſiling from; or contradicting the ſaid. Teſti- 
mony. And as to that part of the Grievance, concerning their not ſitting; 
when they were diſcharged: I'm aſtoniſhed to find you citemg the At-- 
ſe:nbly 1695, as being contrary. to this Practice, for I can appeal to Cal 
derwood whom they cite Page 493 and 49, for the quite contrary :: For 
upon the Laird of Lawriftour's preſenting of the ſecret Councils Letter to 
the Miniſters there Conveen'd and upon reading thereof, and finding, 
that it diffolv'd that preſent: Aſſembly; They complyed therewith, and 
only craved of the Kings Commiſſioner, that he might indict a new. Pay, 
which he would not grant upon any Terms, fo they continued the treat- 

a © 3s mm, 


„ , fer to the Fiſt Part of HniblePleadings: 


ing ofathe Affairs pertaining to the ſaid Aſſembly to the laſt Tueſday © 8 
nber following, and to diſſolve for the preſent, A 1 5 upo 
deſire of the Letter forfaid. Now it Mr, Hepburn, or his Party pleaſe, to 
I'm willing to inſiſt further upon this Aſſembly, by Comparing the Af- Is 1 
< 90, with it, tho I think it will be/to their Advantage to let it If a 
alone. | r e eu een e ing 


: 


tee XXI. That the Day nominate by the foreſaid Aﬀſembly was nor || ©! 
kept, but diſſerted, is accounted a giving up to the Hands of the Civit It 


Mogiſtrate, the Power of calling and diftolving Aſſemblies. And it is 28 

wel known, that the Allembly 1692. Did appoint the next Aſſembly uf 
to ſit at Edinburgh, in Angnt enſuing: © Yet it fate not then but was im 
prorogued by the King till December, and alter it was delayed till It 
r ng 0 ei mac ar 

© iſ. There was a conſiderable Number of Miniſters who were Com- ty 

- miſſicners from the ſeveral Preſbytries of the Nation, who met that Al 
Day, and went to the Church door, but not finding Acceſs took Inftru- a0 
ments, that they were there preſent to meet about the Affairs of the on 
urch, and afterwars they went to another Place, where they conſtitu- w 
ted themſelves, and drew up their Grievances on that Head, and put them k 
into the Hand of Secretary Johnſton, who afterwards repreſented them a 


to the King, who after that, never diſſolvd nor adjourned the Aſſemby U 
again. And Ideſtre to know of Mr. Hepburn what the Aſſembly could do 1 
more? Aud if wy did not as much, if not more than the Aſſembly did at 85 
Aberten in the like Caſe, Anno 1605 ? As to their not ſitt ing at the Time, L 
to which the Aſſembly was adjourned by the Moderator, in Name of the 
Aſſembly, was this any worſe, than what was done by the Aſſem- 
' bly 39 Which was to ſit upon the third Vedneſday of Fuly 39. Which | 
was the Time, the Moderator in the Aſſembly 1638 indicted ; and yet 
- they. fat not till che T2rb or 17 - Day of Auguſt 39, which was the Time 
appointed by the King, and in Calderwood's Hiſtory Page 459, There was 
4 General Aſſembly appointed to be holden atSt. Andrew's, the laſt Tueſ- 
day of July, But wasprorogued by the Ring till the tenth of Novem: 
ber. An accordingly the Aﬀembly met at the Chapel Royal, at Holy- 
Wood. bone upon the tenth of November 1602. After the Reading of 
which ſheuld not Mr. Hepburn and his Party Bluſh at their ſo unjuſtly 
accuſing this Church? preg as | 1 N 
SGriev. XXII. That the Generality of the Miniſters of this Church, 
have once and again taken the Oaths of Allegiance and Aſſurance, which 
being conſidered in their Complex nature, to the Acts of Parliament re- 
Iative thereto, and with reſpect to our preſent Circumſtances, We hum- 
bly Judge, to have a tendency to Eſtabliſhi practieal Hraſtianiſin, if they 
be not in th emſel ves directly Erraſtian. en indie e ee 
8 | * * „ | Anf. 


* 


* 


— 


above. And why may not an Oath of Allegiance be impoſe 


- Or a Vindication vf tbe Church if Scotland, Sr. 45 
Anuſ. I know Mr. Hepburn ſays, that this is a utting the Cape-ſtone 


upon the Defections, But if our Kuig be obliged by his Coronation Oath, 
to Rule and detend us, according to the eſtabliſhed 


and dete J, ACT | Lawes of the Nation: 
Is it not then Reaſonable, that we ihou}d ſwear Allegiance tohim? And 


if all-in publick Office take it, why ſhould Miniſters be exeemed ? Se- 


ing they are to enjoy the Protection of the Civil Government as well as 
Others, aud ſeing they have more influence upon the People than others, 


It is but reaſonable that the 15 ſhould be aſſured of their Allegiance, 


as well as of others. And as it is faid in the ſeaſonable Admonition, what 
if there were ſome things at that Time, which made it neceſſary to be 
impoſed, and even upon Miniſters as well as others? And in Particular, 
It being a time of war; It was made a Teſt to 1)iftinguiſh betwixt Friends 


and Foes, and that which made it more neceſſary, was a competition be- 


twixt two, as it was of old betwixt Jo and Athaliah. 2 Kings 11 Ch. 


and 4v. where Fehojada impoſed an Oath of Allegiance upon the Levires, 


as well as upon Others. And pray ! what is the third Part of the Cove- 
nant corterning the Kings Intereſt, But an Oath of Allegiance, which 
was ſworn by all the Covenanters, Miniſters and People, tho Kiug Char- 
les the firſt was then King and £prſcopal in his Judgment? as you heard 

1 allo now 
upon the Miniſters? And what if ſome, who were none of our beſt 


Friends, did ſuggeſt to the King, that if Preſbyzerians were tryed, they would 
not engage to Allegiance, more than ſome others? And the King and 


Parliament thinking fit to do fo, the Miniſters thought it their duty to 
Jet the World ſee the contrary. Again in the ſeaſonable Admonition, 
we are told, that it is an abſurd wy ignorant, yea ſinfull and ungodly 
Charge, to ſay, That Miniſters in taking the Oath of Allegiance have 
changed their holding, and further adds, that it bewrayeth great uncha- 
ritableneſs, ſo to accuſe the whole Miniſters of this National Church; and 
thoſe who will loſe the peaceable exerciſe of their Miniſtry by. refuſing 
a lawfull Oath, may have little Peace in ſo doing. As to this Oath's 
being inſtead of all other Oaths, and fo excludes the Covenant, I an- 
ſwer, that it is no ſmall Grief to hear ſuch things alledged by ſuch Per- 
ons, ſeeing it is inſtead of the Oath. of allegiance and ſupremacy, which 
was in the late Reigns, and this ſhould rather commend, than condemn 
it to them, As to the Act of Aſſembly 48. S. 18. Which they men- 


3 — 


tioned, it has relation to new Oaths about Religion or Reformation, or 


for approving ſome Adminiſtratiens in the State, which the Church did 


not approve; and eſpecially negative Oaths and Bonds, which malen c 


way Limit or reſtrain People in theſe Duties to which they were oblige 
by Covenant, whereas this Oath is of another. Nature, relating only te 
eur Civil Allegiance to our Soveraign, which neither obliges us to allow 


— 


—— 


any; 


46 An Anſwer to the Firſt Part of Humble-Pleadings, 
Mr. ShielZ's tells us in his Church Communion; &c. P 74. That it would 
be no Hereſy in Doctrine to aſſert, that Miniſters may Swear lawful Allegiance 
to a lawful King. The contrary, viz. That Miniſters ſhould always be excem- 
od from it, ſays he, is Popiſh Doctrine. Im convinced, that no Miniſter 
Swears it under that Reduplication, as a Miniſter, to be thereby further 
qualified for the Miniſtry ; But they Swear it as Subject, being required 
thereto by the civil Magiſtrate, to give this lawtul Signification and De- 
monſtrat ion of their Loyalty, to their lawtul Superior. And it was upon 
this Ground, that the Church did Proteſt in the Aff. 1692, upon their 
being dillolved by the Commiſſioner, whereby they evidenced, that they 
reckoned not themſelves to hold their Right, as Miniſters, of the civil 
_ Magiſtrate. And the civil Magiſtrate never challenged them for ſo do- 
Ang, as going contrary to their Oath of Allegiance, by their making the ſaid 
Proteſtat ion. And the Miniſteis of this Church, have fully declared their 
Dependance upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; as, you! ſee in particular, in my 
Anſwer to Griev. 9th, which I deſire you may review. Here it is to be re- 
marked, that the Aſſ. 1694, amongſt the reſt of their inſtructions to their 
Commiſſion, did oblige them, That neither. this Commiſſion, nor any other Fudi- 
catory of this Church, do cenſiue any Miniſter whatſomever, for not having 


dt bimſe'f, in the Terms of the Act of Parliament 1693, concerning the 


Dath of Allegtance, c. 5 a jp 
'Griev. XXIII. There is a {ad laxneſs in many places, in admitting to 
- the Solemn Ordinance of the Lords Supper, Perſons groſſy Scandalous, 
Drunkards, Sabbath-breakers, and many others unworthy, being allow- 
d to partake of the ſame. Moreovea Ruleing Elders, get Tokens to dif 
tribute to whom they think meet; which cou:fe is plainly everſive of 
that narrow ſearching to, and Examination of Communicants, which 
ſhould be made by the Diſpenſers, betore Admiſſion. 
Anſ. Itold you before, that the Principles of this Church, upon this 
Head, are pretty well known; and I believe, none of the Reformed 
Churches, nor of this ſame Church, in her beſt Times bygone, can go be- 
fore her, for her ſtrictneſs, in admitting Members to the Lords Table; and 
as for our practice, in admitting People to the Lords Table, I refer you 


to my anſwer to Grievance 17zh, which you may review: And as to the 


particulars you condeſcended upon, ſuch as Drunkards, Sabbath-breakers, 
Fe. Their [eine adinitted, I defixe you may condeſcend upon the par- 
ticular Perſons; Otherwiſe be look't upon as Slanderers: And that not 
only of a ſingle Perſon, but of a whole Church. And-F muſt ſay, If an 
Elder be not accuſed, but out of the Mouth of two or three Witneſſes 1 Tim. 5. 
«bap. 9. ver. Then, how cautious ſhould you be, and how clear and full in 

your Probation, when you Tax a whole Church? Yea, I'm of the Opini- 


. on, 


auy thing 'nolawful, or limits us in our duty, either to God or Man, and 


= © 


= ww wa Av ts 


Dr a Vindication of the Church of Scotland. &c. a7 

on, that-you ſhould plead with your Mother your ſelves, and then make 
application to ſome ot the Reformed ChurchesAbroad, that they may plead 
with her, before you go to ſuch an extremity, as to Excommunicate her, 

- | which you do upon the Matter, by turning your Backs upon her, in her 

r Worſhip, Doctrine, Diſcipline and Government, and calling her but a pre- 

Ty tended Church, and her-Judicatories, but pretended Judicatories. As to 

d our Ruling Elders diſtributing of Tokens, our practice in this is. The Mi- 


. es 


a niſter and Elders diſtribute them im the Seſlion, to theſe of their own Con- 
1 gregation, and any that comes from other Congregations, to join in that 
1 Foly Ordinance with them, thgy come cloathed with Teſtimonals from 


y their own Miniſters, which they muſt produce, before they can get a 


1 Token from the Miniſter or Elders in the Congregation, where they are 
* to Communicate. And it there ſhould be any Scandalous Perſons, ad- 
d mitted to that holy Ordinance, it's not the fault of the Church, but of 
r theſe particular Congregations, where they are admitted. And if you 


4 know any ſuch, ſhould you not take Chriſts way of dealing with ſuch Mi- 
b niſters your ſelves, to bring them toRepentance, & amendment of that fault? 


r And ſhould you not ſpeak to other Miniſters, to uſe their endeavours with 

' them? Seeing you have not been fucceſsful your ſelves, and if neither do, 

g then you ſhould cones of them to the Preſbytry, Wi alas! That's = 

e not your way, but off hand, you propale their Crime to the World, upon — 
bare Reports, without trying, Whether they be guilty or not, and you 1 

oO need not think this an uncharitable thought; For, I can appeal to any 

„ |. vubyaſſed Perſons, after their peruſal of theſe Sheets; if you have not 

8 thrown-a Multitude of unjuſt Aſperſions upon this National Church, and 


the Members thereof, after the ſame manner; for which I pray heartily, - 
t chat the Lord may forgive you, and help you, to carry more Prudently,. 


n and Neighbourly. in Times coming. But granting it were true, which 
a ou alledge, does this pollute the Ordinance to other Communicants, as 
1 Mr. Hepburn alledges? Mr. Durbam on Scandal, part 2d. P. 137, tells us, | 
« that many unworthy Perſon in the Church of Coranth, even ſuch as were ; 


l  Drunkards,&c. did Communicate, and notwithſtanding the Apoſtle preſles 
d Communicatingiupon others, and in P. 139, upon thele words, Let a Man 
u examine hintſelf, Ac. -He ſays, V ben a Man hath in ſome ſecurity. looked up- 
e on his own condition, and hath attainid ſome ſuitableneſa to th Qrdinances, as 
S, to his own private Caſe, then ſaith the Apoſtle, Let him eat, without reſpect- 
ing the condition of others. Otherwiſe a Man having examined himſelf, 


Tt yet could not eat, tho his on diſpoſition, were as it ſhould be; if the caſe 
x of others might hinder him in eating; and truely, after I have conſider- | 
ö. ed this inſtance of the Corinthians with that in Mat. 22. ch. 11, & 12. ver, 
I Where the King comes in to ſee the Gueſts, and quarrels none, but the Man 


wanting the wedding Garment, with Judas bis eating of the Paſſover, or Sacra- 
ment in Chriſt's and the Diſcipl-s company. And after I haye read what Mr. 
1 f | : H T2 Durhame 4 


+ ef; and there, Suſpended once and 


Fa | 1 An Anſwer to the fiſt part of Humble-Pleadings, 
Du bamẽ ſays on the Commands, Hit ion 3d. F. 93, 94, 95, & 96. I won- 
der, how any who has read and conſidered theſe inſtances, can make a 


ſcruple to join with polluted Receivers; and I with e that the 
Lord would put it into Mr. Heplurn's Heart, to conſider ſeriouſly upon the 


the above ſaid Inſtances. In ſhort, if wicked Men will thruſt themſelves 


to that holy Table, without Preparation: He that comes as he ought, 
ſhewing his diſlike of this abuſe, labouring by ſeaſonable Exhortation, Re- 
proof or Information : And in caſe, r ee reform the Abuſes, 
if he mourn for it, and pray againſt it; How can this Man thus -prepar- 
ed, be ſaid to approve of that wicked Man's ſin ? ee Fre 

GBriev. XXIV. There are many things very grievous, with reſpect to 
the exerciſe of Diſcipline of this Church, as ſeveral groſs Scandals not cen- 
ſured, ſuch as, Drun kenne ſa, Curfing, Swearing, Sabbath-breaking, &c. and 
even in ſome places, the fin of Uncleanneſs ere gaſſed over, eſpecially in 
Perſons of Quality. 2dly, Some Proceſſes are let fall, without weighty reaſ- 
ens: Asalfo, in ſome Judicatories, they are retarded ſome Years, through 


negligence. 34h, Great ſeverity exerciſed towards ſome Miniſters, becauſe 


- ef their eppoſition, to the preſent courſe of Defection's; Inſtances Mr. 
Alexander Shields, Mr. Einnen and Mr. Boyd, for witneſſing againſt ſeveral 
. : judged wrong in the Church, and Mr. John Hepburn 


9 5 
upon the like account, was greatly moleſted by tedious Proceſſes before 


emblies, and the Commiſſions there- 
in, and thereafter Depoſed; and all 


Prefbytries, Sy nods, and General ws 


without juſt Grounds: As Ur 
Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, to the ſame place where he was before, without 
acknowledgment of guilt upon his Vr. 4tbly, It's well known, that 
Papiſts, Qua kers, Arminians, and others, Heretical and Erroneous Perſons, 
are not in due manner taken courſe with, and afterwards, they add Burigni- 
ans, and then add, That the Prelatick Curates, thoſe diſorderly walkers, and 


rruely Schiſmatical, are too far tolerate, to the great grief of the truely Godly. 


$thly, Many Scandalous practices of Presbyterian Miniſters in ſome places, 


tho flagrant and notour, little heeded, and when complain'd of, ſcroofed 
over with private Accomodations, the Scandal remaining nevertheleſs. 


6thly, Some Miniſters accuſed of ſeveral {ad Scandals, ſome of them in the 
Judgement of ſeveral unbyaſſed Perſons, ſufficiently Proven, and deſerv- 
ing Depoſition, yet only Cenſured with an Act of Tranſportability, or the 
laying downof their preſent Charge, and removed to other. places, where 

they Preach to the prejudice ofSoul's, and ſhame of this Church. 7thly; 
Many.Minifters-very remiſs & negligent in their Miniſterial Work, ſeldom 
Catechiſing, and Viſiting their Flocks, and when done, little to Edification. 
Ai, We have Order and Diſcipline in this Church, in conformity to the 
Wcrd of God, in admiſſion of Perfons to Offices andPriviledges therein. We 


"— 


rom their Reponing of him unto the 
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oyn no other Rules, than the Inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt, and GixeRions 


os Or a Vindication of be church of Scotland, De. 49 


of theholy Apoſtles, with the conſtantly approved and received Conftitui- 
ons of this Church conſonant thereto. And we deny not, but we may fail 


in the application and Exerciſe of this Diſcipline, as the beſt of Men, 


in the beſt of Times, have done, and do aver, that there is need of much 
prudence in the Exerciſe thereof, in ſich a way as may moſt advance the 
Glory of God, with the good and Edification of the Church: ſome Offences 


are groſs, and they may be known to ſome to be true yet poſſibly there 


is no convincing way of demonſtrating the Truth theteot to others, aud 
in that Caſe, ſays, Mr. Durbame on Scandal, part 2d. P. 57. It's more 


* ſafe andedifying, to forbear publick mentioning of that Scandal, than 


« to proſecute the ſame, ſeeing it may more ircitate the Pexſon, & weaken 
the Church her Authority than edify, and in the ſame page he ſays, that 
* ſomeOffences are groſs, and may be made out by two or three Witneſſes; 
yet are not immediately to be brought to publick, &cept upon the ſup- 


pꝑoſition of former obſtinacy, aud: not ſatisfying of thele two or three, 


* which eſpecially is to be conſidered, if the Perſons Carriage be otherwile 
* cleanly, This is Chriſt's expreſs Rule, Mat. 18. Where the offending 
Brother is to be 5 and if gained, there to ſiſt: And to bring 
it unmediately to publick, is not conſiſtent. with that love which we 
* ought to have for one another. And in P. 62. he tells us, that as in 
© bodily Diſeaſes, the ſame Cure is not for the ſame Diſeaſe in all Con- 
* ſtitutions and Seaſons; ſo this Cure is not to be applyed equally to all 
* Perſons, nor to ſuch as are in the ſame Offences, for that which would 
ſoon humble one, would cruſh another, and that which may be edLiying 
to one, may be ſtumbling to another. And in P. 63, he ſays, that the ſame 
* Offences, upon the Matter, are not equally, nor at all times, nor in all Per- 
* ſons,& it may be in all places in the ſame manner, to be purſued & followed, 
* Becauſe, That Manner, according to Circumſtances, which is edify ing to 


* one, may be deſtructive to another, and ſo is not to be followed, becauſe 
not for edification, according to 2, Cor. 13. Ch. 10. v. Hence we ſee, 


© The Apoſtle Pau} in ſonie Caſes cenſuring corrupt Men, as Hymenenr 


* and Alexander, 1, Tim. 1. 20. Sometime again he threatens, aud yet ſpares, 
tho' the Scandal in it ſelf deſerved Cenſure: As when he ſaith Gal 5. 


* 12. I would they were even Cut off which trauble you, & yet he doth it not, 


* becauſe he found the Churches Edification did ſo require: So alto 2 Cor. 
* 10 Ch. and 6 v. He ſays, having a readineſs.t0 revenge all Diſoledience 
* when your Obedienceis fulfilled, which yet he thought not meet for the 


* Time to de, leaſt it ſhould have irritated to more Diſobedience, as you ll 

* ſre in Pag. 64. and in Rg. 199, Patt 3d. We ſee, ſays he, even the Ap- 

poſtles putting differenee betwixt Perſons and Scaudals, according to 

* their ſeveral Caſes: For * they excommunicate, as in the in- 
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10 5 A ln Anſwer to the Pirſt Part of Humble-Pleadings, pI 


_ © ſtance of Hymenens and Philetus, becauſe their Errours were of themſelves 


. © Crofs, deſtroying the Faith, and obſtinately and blafphemouſly alhereq 
* unto: Sometimes they only Inſtruct Doctrinally, as in the Caſe of the 
5 C:mmthians, and ſometimes” he threatens, but does not Ctually Sen- 
* tence, as he did the corrupt Teachers who deſerved to be more [: vere] y 
© dealt with than others, yet he'{pzxes them, and not for any Connivance 
- © at their Errour. From all which you ſee, that much is to be left to the 
Prudence, and Conſcienciouſneſs of Church Officers in their managing of 
_Difeipline, according to the Particular Circumſtantiate Cafe, and with 
all, the end of Diſcipline is to be regarded, ſuch as the Vindicating of 
* the: Honour of Feſus Chriſt, which ſuffereth in the Miſcarriage of a Mem- 
ber, the preſerving of the Authority of his Ordinances, the Perſons good, 
and the gocd of the Church. I acknowledge there are ſins amongſt us 
* againſt the Lord gur God, and that in many Things we offenid all; for 
we know but in part, and are all liable to many Temptations, Failings, 
Mmiſters as well as People, and will not refuſe. to confeſs the Sins. we 
are truly guilty of: But can you ſay, that you are pure more thanave? 
And might there not be Recriminations againſt you? Were it for Edi- 
» fication: And were there no more, ſhould not you conſider what Mr. D- 
Dam upon Scandal ſays, Part 47b, and Page 2412 © Fhat Diviſions are as 
really Scandalous & hurtfull to the Church-asother Scandals in Practice 
or Doctrine are. And. I wiſh heartily that you would ſeriouſly, and as in 
the fight of God lay this to Heart. But to come come to Particulars, 1½, 
Jou alledge, that there are ſeveral groſs Scandals not cenſured ſuch as 
Drunkenneſs, Sc. As above, altho' in ſome Caſes the Sons of Zernjah 

may be too nj us, yet regular Endeavours are uſed to reach them 

in am Eceleſiaſtical way, ſo far as the glory of God and the Edification of 


the Church can allow: And if any Miniſter neglect ſo to do, he is Cen- 


Now I defire, to know if Mr. 


| Jurable by the Acts of the Aſſembly, and it lyes on the Compleaners to 
- delate ſuch, and prove what they alledge. 24ly, When endeavours are 
- uſed againſt Perſons of the greateſt eminency, and Probation faileth, the 
Church is not to blame; and endeavours have beeiruſed this way, and 
facts could not be proven, and pet perhaps they have been truely guilty. 

lepburn, &c, Has dofie what was incumbent 
upon them, by telling the Miniſters of theſe particular Congregations, 
and uſing other lawful means; if they, did do their duty, fich as 


by complaining to Neighbouring Miniſters, and deſiring them to do what 
Was incumbent upon them, relative to ſuch Matters: And if that fail'd, 
by telling the Church: and if they have not done theſe things, then they 
Have not taken Chriſt's way. 2dih, hey alledge, that ſome Proceſſes are 
let fall, Se. as above. An. As to the retarding of Proceſſes, and let. 
them fall; there are ſeveral things, which fall in now and then, which in. 
Oo COT | eyite- 


evitably obliges ndicatories to retard or let them fall. But it any has 


is no other remedy provided either in Scripture, Acts of Aſſembly, or by 


great ſeverity has been exerciſed towards ſome Miniſters, &c, Anſ. As 


Church Communion inquired into, tell us, Ino, That any Condemnation 


-© to approve or condemn it, or any Article therein, for it was never read 


o 
> 


© heard it, would be an injurious Reflection upon that Aſſembly, and 


So that you ſee, that Mr. Linen, one ot the Parties adduced, vindicats the 


mitted againſt Mr. Hepburn, I ſhallſet down the Grounds of the Sentence 


- the chief Articles thereof, contained in his Anſwers Subſc:ibed with bis band, 
| before this Aſſembly , As alſo bis Fudicial Acknowledgments, before this A.- 
thy Communicating, That be neither has Diſpenced the Holy Sacrament of the - © 


Lords Supper to others, nor-partaken thereof himſelf, for more than Sixteen - 
x Lars, that both at Galſton, Fenwick, Loudoun and Calder, which are all 


Or a Vindication » the Gl urch 9 Oriand. 


* 


. 
* 


been unduely let fall, We do not juitifie it, and you cught to follow thele 
methods diſcourſed to; in my Anſwer to the preceeding inſtance, for there 


any of the Reformed Churches in ſuch Caſes. 2d/y, Tou alledge, that 


to Mr. Shields, Mr Linnivg and Mr. Boyd, The AQ of Al. 1690, may be 
Conſulted about it. Moreoveo Mr. Linninz in his Preface to Mr. Shizld's 


* of a larger Paper given in, was only by the Committee of Overtures, and 
not by the Aſſembly it ſelf. 2do, That tho the Aſſembly approved the 
© Overture of the Committee, yet it was but in ſo far as to ſatisfy the AC 
« ſembly, that they thought it not prudence to conſider all the particul- 
© ars therein contained, for fear of Diviſion amongſt themſelves, As to 
© the Grievances contained in the larger Paper: but not that ęver the Aſ- 
< ſembly, did enter upon the conſiderationœ the Paper it ſelf; ſo as either 


in open Aſſembly; and to ſay, — did condemn it, th) they never 
* make them guilty of Conper Juſtice, and FedbarghLaw, as the Proverh is. 


Aſſembly from this unjuſt a thrown upon her by Mr. Hepburn and 
his Party. As for the Severities, which they alledge to have been com- 


dgainſthim, as they ſtand in the 7th Ack of Aſſ. 1705. P. 12th,the Tenour 


whereof follows. . - e F VER: 
Sentence of Depoſition againſt, Mr. Fobu Hepburn, 


— 


Edinburgh, 9th, April, 1705,. Ante Merid. Seſſi. 10. | 
E General Aſſembly took to their ſerious confideration, the Lybel raiſ- 
cd at the Inſtance of Mr. John Blair, Agent for the Kirk, de 


lohn Hepburn Mini ſter of the Goſpel, before the Commi ſtun of the late 
General Aſſembly, and by them referred to this Aſſembly; His Confeſſions of 


his Fudicial Acknowledgments before the ſaid Commiſſion, all which were read 


ſembly : And in particular, finding, That be aſſerted that Communicating with 
Perſons Scandalous, made theſe that Communicat with them, guilty of unwor- 


H 3. | 8 planted. 
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liver to the f Part of Humble-Pleadings, 


planted Pariſhes, be has Preached without Warrand, or Invitation from the 
Miniſters thereof : And has Baptiſed Children in ſome of them without Teſti- 


 monials from the Miniſter or Elders ; Aud has alſo Married Perſons in theſe . 
and other Places without orderly Proclamation, That he did intrude into the 


Pariſh of g pot 21 7 the late Miniſter thereof My. John M millan 


was Depoſed, and accuſed the Preſbytny who Depot d bim, of Raſbneſ and Pre- 
1 Fur Sentence, and declared that be thought himſelf obliged to 


eftify againſt it, both by Word and Deed : And that be alſo owned, that in 


that ſame Place, he aſſe ted, that the Church of Scotland bad gone uf the 
Foundation, And acknowledged alſo bis Intruſion in Kirkeonnel, and ſevera! 
_ other Vacant Pariſhes: And that he alſo owned, that as to the Subſtance, he 
ſaid that the Miniſters clapt Peoples beads, and prophaned the Sacrament, by 
Living it to Dirunkards, Swearers, &c. And if they got not another Religion, 

they and their Religion would go to the bottomleſs Pit: He eiae 
that be called the Oath of Allegiance to the Queens Majeſty, as taken by 
Miniſters, a Black Oath, and that it was the higbeſt Ad of Eraſtianiſm, & 


beyond other Encroachmerts and Complyances,fince the Revolution : He confeſt 


that be admitted a Man belonging to another Planted Congregation, to a pul- 
lick prdfeſion of Repentance, and thereafter allowed him to bold up his Child 
in Baptiſm, and that withont the Sentence or Concurrence El any. Seſſion, or o- 
ther Fudicatory, all which*are contrary to bis Ordination Engagements, to an 
orderly walk : and the General Aſſembly alfo finding that the ſaid Mr. John 


bas been guilty of a continued Trad of ſuch Erroneous, Seditious and diviſve 


Do&rines, and Scbi{matical 1 and he obſtinatly continues therein, refuſ* 
ng to be reclaimed, notwithſtan 
Net bods, and great pains that have been uſed by this Church, in their former 
Aſſemblies an} Commilſione, In alſe much as he was in the Tear One Thouſand 
Six Hundred Ninty four proceſſed, and was by the General Aſſembly Anno, 
2696. found to deſerve the higheſt Cenſures of the Church , And yet 
to manifeſt all tenderneſs to bim, willingneſs to reclaim bim, that A,. 
ſembly made very condeſcending Offers to him, which be having flighted, be w as 
Suſpended, with Certification,that if be contraveen'd that Sentence, be ſpoul d be 


| Dapeſed : Then the General A 1 in the Tear 1699, upon hir Application, 
and bi 


P/ofefing a regard to the Fudicaror ies of this Church, his promiſing to 


- =  Confine bis Miniſtry within the Pariſb of Orr, and to entertain a Correſſ 


pondence with the Miniſtry of this Church, did take off that Sentence, and en- 
goyn'd him to an orderly walk, and to Suljection to the Fudicatories of this 
þ 0? 3 end to correſpond with the Preſbytries of Drumiries and Kirkcud- 
bright, with certification that not only new Diſorders, but even the Grounds 
f former 0A ſhould be led againit him; All which Promiſes Mr. John 

Hepburn having broken, this Proceſs was raiſed and purfiied againſt him be- 
Fort the Commiſion of the late Aſſembly, who ( after ner a Twelve Months 

dependance, much forbearance ad many condeſcending offers, made to him 


mg the long Forbearance, the mild and gentle © 


found 


- 


0. a Vindication of the Church of Scotland, Se. 53 


found the Lybel both relivant and proven, bur yet delayed Sentence and renew- 

ed bis Exjunct ions, to an orderly walk, to try yet again the ſaid Ms. John bis 
Obedience and Sulijection to the Fudicatories of this Church; at lengt fuding 
all to haue no effect or influence upon- him, did refer the whole Afgir tv this. bi 
Aſſembly ; The General Aſſembly corfide. ing all theſe things, and finding that * 
the ſaid Mr. John Hepburn continues Obſtinate; and Self-willed, and being | 

about to proceed to a nal determination in this Affair, after ſerious aud ma- 
ture Deliberation, Parties were called in, to join in Prayer to God for Light 
and Direction, bow to Fudge in this ſo important and len a Matter, and 


Frayer being ended, and Furties removed, the General Aſſembly did by their 
Vote, Depoſe the ſaid Mr. John Hepburn: Likeas, they berely do in the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the alone King and Head of the Church, and by ver- 
tue of the Power and Authority committed by Him to them, Actually Depoſe 
the ſaid Mr. John Hepburn m the Office of the Holy Miniſtry, Probi- 
biting and Diſcharging him to Exerciſe the ſame, or any part thereof, in alt 

time coming, under the Pain of the higheft Cenſin es of the Church; and appoints 
this Sentence to be publickly Intimate from the Pulpit of the New-Church of 
Edinburgh, rhe next Lords Day after the Forenoon Sermon, by the Miniſter 
that Preaches tbere, and afterwards with all convement Diligence, in the Kirk 
of Orr, and in all the remanent Churches within the Bounds f the Synods of 
Glaſgow, Galloway and Drumfries: And Or dai us the Preſbytry of Drum- 
fries zo declare the Kirk of Orr Vacant, ſo ſoon as they can and appoints Ex- 
tracts bereof to be ſent tothe ſeveral Preſbytries of theſe Bounds for that End. 
And recommends it to all the Brethren preſent in this Aſſembly, to intimate 

his Sentence of Depoſition in their Reſpective Synode, and Parties beivg called 
in, this was Intimate to them. _ _ | | | 
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Now let the World Judge whether they were grounds ſufficient: for his 
depoſing, and whether there were ſeverities uſed towards him, yea or not. 
I believe, whoever Anſwers the ſecond part of Humble-Pleadings, will be 
ſo juſt to the Church of Scotland, as to let the World ſce, the unjuſtice of. 
Mr. Hepbhurnandhis IP; in ar this Act Depoſing Mr. Hep- 
burn, without ſetting it down, that the World might have ſeen what were 
the grounds oi the Church her procedure againſt him. And as for the 
Commiſſions Reponing of him again; I think they may be aſhamed to 
ſpeak of this, for all their We were approven by the Aſſembly, ac- 
cording to the 6th Act of Aſſembly 1706, with this Remark, That there - 
are ſuch Irregularities in the Commiſons Procedure; in taliug the Sentence , 
ef Depoſition off Mr. Hepburn, that the Aſſembly doth not approve tbe Con- 
-miſhon, their taking off that Sentence. As to Mr. Hephurn's not acknowledg- 
ing ol his guilt, I wonder how they; can be ſo impudent as to deny it. 
[Seeing the contraty-is ſo Notour from his own Conſeſſion, in 2d part of 
Humble: leading, F. 203, 229, 236; 237; 258, 259. And anſwer — | 


7 E. * 


— 8 3 * N a - * Ig in [2 4 & 8 
3 22 rains — nat. oo oo > 


- 


| 10 * | 5 , < - * 1 3s | 
3 4 Anſwer 10 the Fil Port of HumbJePlea n 


they would not intiſt upon that, for I fear it will be found to be but a 
jugling with God and Man. And for my own part, I'm convinced, that 
an Man of common Ingenuity would think ſhame to make the defence, 
which he and his Party makes upon this Head. As to the Church her tol- 

lerating Curats, I refer you to my Antwer, Grievance 52h, 4rbly, They 
alledge, That Papifts, Quakers, Arminians, Burineans and Prelatick Cats, 
are not taken courſe wirh in due manner, Sc. Anſ. As to.Popiſfts, ſee Acts 

of A. 1698, page 26, Af. 1699, AS. 1704, pag? 26, Af}. 1707 page 11th, - 


where belides all other methods, the Names of Popiſh Prieſts, Trafficquing 
Papiſts, and theſe who have ſent their Children, to Popiſþ Colledges and 
Countries, are to be given in to each Provincial Sy nod, and by them tranſ- 


mitted, As in the Act of Parliament, Ch. 2d. Parl. 24. chap. 1 f. Yea, 
the General Aſſembly applyes to the PrivyCouncil, for the vigorous Ex- 
ecutions ofthe Laws _ Papiſts, particularly, Seminary Prieſts, Popi/+ 


School maſters, and School-Miſtreſſes, Governours, Pedagogues, & Popi/h 


Meetings, and for ſeeing to the Training up of Popiſi Youth in the Pro- 


< teſtant Religion: And you will find, that the Aſſembly appointed, Preſ- 


pytries, to ſend in Liſts to the Clerks of Her Majeſties Privy Council, 
© conform to the Acts of Parliament; and Proclamation of Council there- 
© anent; of all Nipiſts within their Bounds, and that theſe Liſts be par- 


* tienlar as to their Names and Deſignations, With an account of ſuch 
< as intertains them, and where they Preach, and hear and fay Maſs. And 


Tm convinc'd, if Mr. Hepburn had read the Act of A6. 1707, page 11 & 
12, anent Papiſts, with t ereſt above cited, he would not had the confi- 
' dence, to have given in this as a Grievance: For all the World who 


reads them, will commend the Church for her Diligence in this Matter. 
Again as to the Quakers, The Al. 1695, Act 10, page 9th, anent Quakers, 


for the Prevention of the growth of theſe abominable Hereſies of the Quak- 


ers. Do recommend to all Provincial Synods, Preſbytries, Miniſters & 


<Kirk-ſefſions, to uſe all proper means for Reclaiming ot them: And in 


_ . - caſe of Obſtinacy, to proceed againſt them with the Cenſures of the 
Church, and eſpecially againſt the Ring- leaders, that are Traffickers 


= 


* 


for ſeducing of others. As to the Arminians, Mr. Law at Crimond in the - 


Synod of Aberdeen, was Depoſed for this. And the Aſſembly quarreled 


the Commiſſion tor: taking the Sentence of Depoſition off Mr. Grahame, 
and ordered him tobe taken notice of. As you'l ſee in Act of Allembly 

1s, page 13, againſt the venting of any A:minian or Socinian errour. 
As to Bau iniani ſin. Mr. Garden at Aberdeen was Depoſed for theſe Ten- 


-ets. As allo Mr. Allan Miniſter at Rothes for the ſame. And it you will 


but Conſult the Acts of Af. ghar 17; 1709, p. 20, & 1710, p. 11, you'l 
fee ho diligent this Church was 


_ * e 
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the ſuppreſſing of this errour. Asal- 


ſo 
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5, all other Errours as you'l ſee, From Af. 1704, 5. 13, & 110, 16. 
* all which I can to the World, w 5 851. e — | 
but does not, as they unreaſonably alledge. 5thly, they alledge _ Scan- 
dalous Practices of Presbytevion” Miniſters little heeded, Sc. Anſ. Till 
you condeſend upon inftanc es, I can give no Anſwer : Only 1 — 

— much, that levexal Miniſters finee the Revolution have — EI ; 
Scandals; and when they condefcend upon others, and 5 good their 
Alledgiance; Diligence ſhall be uſed — them. And what. if I fhould 
alledge, that there were as many Scandals, it not more, in the Miniſters, 
betwixt the 1638 & 49, and yet no — And for Probation of thie] 
you may Conſult Af, 46, p. 304, 305, 306, 307, concerving rhe — 
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and Cori uptions of the Mimſtry, which are as follows. - 
; Enormintes and Corruptions, obſerved to be in the* Miniſtry. 
* _-ENORMITIES. 


H E firſt main Sinreaching both to our perſonal carriage WT 
: we judge to be, not ſtudying how. to keep Communion and Fe- 
lowſhip with God in Chrift, but walking in a natural way without im- 
ploying of Chriſt, or drawing virtue from Him, to enable us unto San- 
| cti ation, and preaching 3 in Spirit and Power, © 


In our LIVES. 
M 


UCH Fruitleſs converſing in Company, & complying with 5 
Sins ot all ſorts; nor behaving our ſelves as becomes the Men ; 
of GOD. 
II. Great worldlineſs i is to be found amon 


ſtus, minding and een 
| moſt about the things of this Lite , being buſied about many things, but 
ö forgeting the main. 
III. Slighting of Gods Worſhip i in their Families, & therefore no cordi- 
al urging 1 it upon others : yea, altogether a wanting of it in ſome, if it be 
Credible. 

IV. Want of gravity in Carriage and Ame, difſolutneſs i in Hair, and 
taking about the knees, lightneſs in the apparel of their Wives and 
' Children. - 5 
5 V. Tippling and bearing Company in untimeous drinking in Taverns 
. and Ale-Houſes, or any where elſe, Py: the Miniſtry is made vile 
and contemptible. | 
5 VI. Diſcountenancing of the god! ; ſpeaking ll of them, becauſe of 
7 ſome that are unanſwerable to their Profeſſion. 


. VII. The Sabbath not Sanctified after Sermons, which maketh Pegs 
- ple think that the Sabbath is ended with the Sermon. N 
1 "FI There» are alſo whe: found amongſt us, who! uſe Amal nd min- 
1 8 aths. 


- | i Somme bogen ſenogers to Scripture that except i in their publick. 


"> * * 
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wh An Anſwer to the Firſt Part of Humble-Pleadings, | 
Mini ſtry, tho* they read Many Things, yet they are little converſant in 
inthe Scripture, and in Meditation thereof. A duty incumbent to all the 
1 People of GOD. ak N ot HAS. ” 
p Inu our CALLINGS. - 
I FYORRUPT entry into the Miniſtry in former times, and following 
e courſe of Deffection, though forſaken, yet never ſerioſſy repent- 1 
ed: as alſo preſent entring in to the Miniſtry, as to a way of living in 
the World; and not as to a Spiritual calling. 5 
II. Helping in, and holding in of inſufficient and ſuſpected men, who 
favour the things of this Life, and kee 3 — door ſtraiter on them whom 
God hath ſealed, then upon theſe who have leſs evidence of the Power 
of Grace and Holineſs. : e 1 
III. Partiality in favouring, and ſpeaking for the Scandalous, whether 
Miniſters or other Perſons, teaching them how to ſhift & delay cenſures. 
IV. Silence in the publick cauſe, not labour ing to cure the diſaffection 
- of People, not urging them to conſtancie and Patience in bearing of pub- 
lick burdens, nor to forwardneſs in the publick Cauſe; whereby Malig- 
nantsare multiplied : yea ſome are ſo groſs herein, that even in publick 
Faſts little or nothing is to heard from them ſounding this Way. 
V. Some account it a point of Wiſdom, to ſpeak ambiguouſſy: Some 
ineline to juſtify the wicked cauſe, uttering words which ſavour of Diſaf- 
ſection: and all their conplaining of the Times, is in ſuch. a way as ma 
ſteal the Hearts ot People from Hking of 2 Inſtruments in this wor 
and conſequently from Gods Cauſe: yea ſome reading publick orders, are 
ready to ſpeak againſt them in their private Conference. der 
VI. Idleneſs, either in ſeldom preaching, as once in the Lords Day, or 
in preparation ſor publick duties, not being given to reading and Medi- 
tation: others have but fits of pains, not like other Tradeſmen continual- 
ly at their work. 3 > ng 5 
VII. Want of Zeal, and Love to the Converſion of Souls, not being 
Weighted with the want of Sueceſs in reclaiming of Sinners, nor ſearch- 
| ing in themſelves the Cauſe of not profiting, preaching ex Officio; not ex 
N Conſcientia Ofcii. | Bhs 15 3 EY 
Fun. SelfSeeking n and a venting rather of their Wit and 
kill, then a ſhewing forth of the Wiſdom and Power of Gd. 
IX. Lifeleſneſs in Preaching, not ſtudying to be furniſhed by Chriſt 
with Power ; and ſo the Ordinance of God not to the Conſcience: And 
— belongeth the not applying of the Doctrine to the Auditory and 
Times. 3 5 11 * 1 
. The indiſcreet curing of the indiſcretion of Pious People & Miniſters, 
_ whereby Godlineſs hath gotten a deep wound, and Prophanity hath lift- 
add up the head, contrary to the wiſe and gracious order ſet forth in the 
General Aſſembly holden at Edinburgh. 164r:. 
_ » RE-Little care to furniſh our Army, either Abroad 
ers; One of our grigyc 


r 


5 ax as” ot aid . Rm © 


4 * 


or at home with Min- 
s ſina and cauſes of our calamity... FFII. 


5 
: 


— * | | 

XII. Laſt, it is to be feared that Miniſters in ſecret are negligent: to 
wreſtle in Prayer, for a bleſſing to be poured out upon their labours, 
contenting themſelves with their publick performances. N 
All that I have further to ſay here, is, that any judicious Reader may 
ſee, That the Miniſters ot theſe Themes, betwixt the 1638 and 49, did not 
want their own failings and infirmities, more than the Miniſters do now, 
yea, what if I ſhould a ledge, That the Church of the Fews, the Church of 
Corinth. the Church of Galazia, and the Seven Churches of- Asia, had as 
many faults and failings in them, as the Ghurch of Scotland has? notwith- 
ſtanding of all the Noiſe and Clamour againſt her, and yet there was no 
ſeparation from them. And firſt, as to the Church of the Fews, their 
Prieſts were ignorant, blind leaders of the Blind, Hirelings, vitious, pro- 


lane and unholy ; they were alſo Hypocritical, binding heavy Burdens 


upon others, but not touching them themſelves, with the leaſt of their 


Fingers : They made broad their $5 ere and all they did was to be 


ſeen ot Men; yea, they were proud and ambitious, loving the upper- 
moſt Seats in the Synagogues ; yea, they come to that with it, iu end 
that their calling was alſoCorrupt ; for whereas the high Prieſt was to con- 
tinue during Lite, there was one choſen every Year, and generally it was 
procured by Money again. Their Peopfe were 2 profane, for at 
Nazareth, they were ſo evilly diſpoſed, and ſo enraged againſt Chriſt, that 


they went about to throw. him down the Hill, upon which the City ſtood, 


and Chriſt denounces a woe againſt Chorazin and Beth ſaida for their im- 
piety and Infidelity, notwithſtanding of the — Works he had done a- 
mongſt them: And he wept over 3 ecauſe they made havock 
of the Lords Prophets, and ſtoned them: And for their Affection to Chriſt, 
they preferred Barabas a Robber before him. Again, as for their Wor: 
ſhip, it was filled with Superſtitions, Ceremonies and Traditions, and theſe 
they preferred before the commands of God. The Temple alſo was pro- 


e and made a Den of Theives. They Bought and Sold Oxen and 


oves in it, and made it an Exchange for Money, Mark 7. ch. & 8. v. Mat. 
21. ch. & 12. v. Yea, the high places, were not taken away in many of the 


Godly Kings of Judah their time, notwithſtanding of an expreſs command 
to the contrary, and if you look to 1 Kin. 15. ch. & 14. v.youl find it was 


ſo in Aſa's days, And in 2 Kin. 18. ch. 4 v. you'l find, that unto Hezekiah's' + 
days, they burnt Incenſe unto the Brazen Serpent. Again, as to their 
Diſcipline, it was exceedingly Corrupt: For if any Man confeſſed Chriſt, 
he was caſt out of the Synagogue, their Doctrine alſo was deprav'd, as 


you'l ſee from the Reformation Chriſt makes of it in his Sermon upon 
the Mount. Their Sacrifices alſo were corrupted, offering the Blind and 


the Lame, which were forbidden and hateful to God, Mal. 1. ch. 8. v. in 


2 Word the ſame People that werecalled Gods 2 People, and choſen 
Ones, he calls a Stiff. necked and Rebellicus 


eople, a ſmaful Nation, a 
1 a 2 * 2 * : People 


=} 


ant, there areSchifins, Striſeaand Contentions among you, there are cor 
3 Eng ; 8 | ards.. _ 


"Us 4 Anſwer, to the Faſt Part of Humble-Pleadiugs, 


— 


People laden with iniquity, a Seed of evil doers,” Children that are Cor: 
rupters, &c. As you'l ind in the 1ſt ch. of Iſay yet all joined in the exter- 
nal Service and Worſhip of God; Aud motwithſtanding of all their Cor- 


ruptions, yet we never read of any allowance to ſeparate from them. Our 


Saviour did not leave them; For firſt, he was Circumciſed amongſt them, 
and fo made a Member of their Church. -2dly, His Mother was purified, 


> He preſented, and an Offering given for him, as well as for other Childrey. 


.3dly, When he came to Age, and his Parents went up to the Feaſt of the 
Paſſover, he went with them. Luke the 2. ch. 41, 46. verſes. Lea, he went 


up alſo unto the Feaſt of Tabernacles, py 7. ch. Io. v. and frequently to 


the Synagogues, before he entered his Miniſtry; Luke 4. ch. & 16. v. 4rhly, 
He himſelf with his 1)iſciples, obſerved the Feaſt of the Paſſover, Mir. 26. 
4b. 2. v. 5tbly, He allowed his Diſciples with the Multitude to obſerve, & 
do whatſoever the Scribes and Phariſees, who ſate in Myſes Seat bad them, 


but after their Works, not to do, Mat. 28. cb. I, 2, 3. v. So that he toler- 


ated none to ſeparate from the Fewiſb Church, either by his Doctrine, or 


Example; and when the fins of Elis Sons, were very great, Elkanah and 
Hannah, with others of Gods People, came for ordinary to Shiloh 1 Sm: 


1. ch. 3, 4. v. &c. And in Feruſalew, the Church was wonderfully corrupt- 


ed, yetthe faithful in it that mourned, and yet ſeparated not, have Gods 
I put upon them, for Prefervation, Ezek..9. ch. 4 v. And did not 
Moſes and Auron Sacrifice together with Nadab and Abibu, as Abel did 
with Cain of Old, Gen. 4. ch. 24. v. Yea, did not Zacharias and Elizabeth, 


old Simeon and Auna with Foſeph and Mary, all attend the Fewi/h Ordin- 


ances, notwithſtanding of the Corruptions thereof: And this did not ſta n 
ac barias's Juſtice, for which he is ſo much commended; ſo that the Or- 
dinances kept their on nature and uſe, to Gods People that came due- 


ly prepared, notwithſtanding of the Corruptions therein. Again, as to thße 


Church of Corinth, ſhe judged corrupt l/ of the Reſurrectiou, 1 Cor. 15. 
ch. 12. v. and of Fi tion, 1 Cor. 12. ch. 21. v. And there were unac- 
conntable Diviſions among them. 1 Cr. I. ch. 10, 11. 12. v. Yea, Idolatry, 
1 Cr. l. ch. 14. u. Inceſt. 1 Cor. 5. ch. & 5;. v. · And ſome came drunk to 
the Sacrament, 1 Cor. II. ch. 21. v. they held the Doctrine of a ſingle Life, 


they built Hay and Stubble alſo upon the Foundation, which the Apoſtles 

© had laid, 1 Cor. 1:ch.10, 11, & 12. v.and they were corrupt in their Diſ- 
-  eipline, the Inceſtuous Perfon not being put away, 1 Cor.. 5 cb. 5. v. Yea, 
there were falſe Apoſtles, deceitful Workers, transforming themſelves to 
the _—_ of Chriſt, and no marvel; ſays the Apoſtle, for Satan himſelſ 
18 tr | 
which, yon ſee there were many and great faults in the Church of Corinth, = 
Pk notwithſtanding thereof, he gives no Toleration to ſeparate, for 

A -he 


gemed- into an Angebof Light: 2 Cor. II. ch. 14.15; v. From all 


hal done ſo, then he had fard. There is an Inceſtuous Perſon · not caſt 


& Vandication of ebe urch of Scotland, &e: . 
kards, wWhichcome to the Sacrament of the Lords Supper among you: There 
are Men of ſtrange Opinions among you, Came nor amoxgft them, nor pars 

take of the Qrainances with. thew, leaf Fu ements come upon you, But the 
Apo ſays no ſuch thing, but counts them Saints, 1 Cor: 1 ch. E, 2. . 
otwithſtanding they Communicated k Gods Service, with the Inca 
ous Perfon, with ſuch as eſteemed Forhication no fin, ang. fach as came 1 
drunk to the Sacrament of the Lord, and eyen with ſomes hq Jepyed the 1 
Reſurreckicn. As to the Church of Galatia, they were bewitthed with 1 
tae Doctrine of Works, thinking Salvation had. been by keeping the Law. 
Gal. 1. ch. 6. v. a Fundamental Errgur ; forthen Chri/t died in vaiy. 2dly, 
tur ned again to weak and Beggarly Elements, obſerving Days, Months, ang. 
Tears. Gal. 3. ch. 10, 13. v. Let this Church was counted a true Chnrch, 
and we-find no Orders given by the > p04 to the Members thereof, to 
ſeparate therefrom, notwithſtanding of theſe faults: As to the Churches 
of Ha: The Church of Epheſus, had left her ff love, Rev. 2. cb. 4. v. & 
ſy was a declining Church. In Smyrna diverſeprofeſs to be Fews, and yet 
were of the Synagogue of Satan. Rev. 2.ch. 9. v. In Pn Zams, diverſe held 
the Doctrine of Balaam, teaching them: to eat things Sacrifeced, to Llols, and. 
to commit Fa nicatian. As allo there were amongſt them, who Veld the 
Doctrine of- the Nicalaitans. Rev. 2. ch. I4, 15. v. In Thyatira, tho" the 
Lerd commends her for ber Charity, Faith and Patience, yet fbe alſo ſuſfer- 
el Jezebel zo ſeducę People to. Fornication, & taught them to cat things Sacri- 
Sced to Idols. The Church of Sardis had only a Name that: ſhe was alive, hut 
was dead, and there was but few Names in Sardis, zhat bad not d led their 
Garments with. Spiritual Fornication. Rev. 3. ch. 8 4 v. and [be bad but little 
ſtrength. v. 2d. Ebiladelphia had ſome who profeſſed themſclves. e, | yer- 
were not, but did lie. Rev. 3d. ch. 8, 9. v. Laodicea, was Remarkable fer 
lukewarmneſs, and ſelfcↄnceitedneſs, notwithſtanding that ſhe was wretcb-— 
ed, Miſer able and Poor, Blind and Nakcd, Ru. 3. ch. 15, 16, x7. v. L couſd 
inſtance in the Church of Rome, in the Apoſtles, Days, and in many other 
Churches, wherein there were as many, if not greater Corruptions, than 
is in the Churck of Scozlard.now; and yet there was no Separation: from: 
them, nor any of all the Churches, I have now named. And if any. cap-- 
give me an example, either under the Law or Goſpel, where phey ſepar- 
ated. from the Church Ordinances, notwithſtanding of the. Conruptions; 
thereof, T would be glad to ſee it. ano bas ago of vw 
_ Griev. XXV. Thele Commiſſions, (ſpeaking of the Cammiſſions f the: 
Church) ſeem to us to be altered nqt a little from the firſt intendment 5: 
For it's known, they were appointed for Oe Mai 1155 mbly.. 
But nom it may be ſaid, in lome reſpect, that they are in their flea, lr, 
weighty and great, Affairs, are entruſted to them, and ſometimes flnglly: 
decided by them, and their Work is often greater than that of 15 Aemb- 
ly which hath often bad dad Effects, For uitaper,, The publick. Re- 


{alutions; _ 


. " 


„„ 44. Anſwer to the Firſt Part of HuniblePleading, = 
*. {olutions long ago; and of late, the Repoſition of the Curaze of Dumfery:, 


ling, an known Arminian, after the Synod of Hyfe had him. 
| wat I ſhall let you fee, That the Commiſſion of the Church is no 
Novelty, as ſome alledge , for in Aflembly 1642, P. 145 It's called The 
* Eaudable cuſlom of this Kirk, and fifteen of the then Commiſſioners were 
to be a Qworym, and twelve of theſe to be Miniſters. And in Aſſembly 
1643, Page 1 | The proceedings of the laſt Commiſſion is approven by 
the Afembly, and Page 207, The ara betwixt 
Aſſemblies for managing the Affairs of the Church, is again called The 
Laudable cuſtom of this Church. And Page 208 The Aſſembly Appoints a 
new Commiſhon. The _ is to bs fifeteen, whereof twelve are to 
be Miniſters and in Aſſembly 1644 Page 223 The Commiſſion is Re- 
newed, and ſeveral Perſons added, and fifteen to be a Duorum, whereof 
twelve are to be Miniſters. And in the ſame Aſſembly pag. 229. The 
Commiſſioners at London in their Letter to the general Aſſembly, tells, 
that ſince their coming to London they had acquainted the Commiſſion 
with their Proceedings. In Aſſembly 45, pag. 287. There is a renova- 

tion of the Commiſſion tor the Publick Ars 


Pos of the Kirk, and Ninteen 
. is to be a Quorum, whereof fifeteen are to be Miniſters and pag. 297. 


The Aſſembly in their Anſwers to their Commiſſioners at London ſay, 


upon all Occaſions you may have recourſe, as the exigence of the Work 


proſecuting the Publick Affairs of the Kirk, ſeventeen to be a Quorum, 
--whereofthurteen are to be Miniſters. Aſſembly 48 renews the Commiſſion : 
ſeventeen are to be a Quorum, and thirteen are to be Miniſters, From 
all which you ſee what was the Practice of this Church betwixt the 1638, 


and 49, and upon Peruſal of thoſe Commiſhons then appointed, you'l 


ind that ſome of them were very Numerous: and that their Work was 


N not barely to ripen Buſſineſs, as they alledge. And that for your Eaſe in 
_ \ - trying this, I have cited both” Aſſembly, and Page: And it ſeems it 

: was no new Cuſtom then neither; for we are told in ſome of the above 
Citations, that thejappointing offuch Commiſſions was the Laudable Cuſton: 
f this Church; And I could cite many inſtances out of our Church Hiſ- 
tories to prove this. Moreover, I find the Council of Carthage thought 
fit to diſlolve, and depute ſo many of her Members, for deciding that, in 
matter of Diſcipline, which thay could not bythemſelves, ſo well; be able 


_- Scripture warrand ; As is clear from As 15. Where we find, there were 
HVelegates from different Churches, to the Synod of Fit 
Synod did delegate Perſons to other Churches. And further no Aſſembly 
Ken ſit ſa long, as to overtake all their Affairs: Otherwiſe they would er- 
Tecedingly pre judge their particular Congregations, to which the Members 


That they have appointed a Commiſſion to ſit at Edinburgh, to which | 
Mall require. In Aſſembly: 46, p. 317. Renovation of the Commiſſion for 


to overtake. And I muft ſay, that ſuch Judicatories are not without 


uſalem, and that 


ESE ME IE os Gon, Hits £0 ook a. dine” Ts... 


— 


170g, int 


Dx a indica 10N Of be Cech of Scotland. e. F 


belong, by their being detained ſo long from them: And Mr. Durban 


on Scandal part 47h, page 416, tell us the ſame, and further adds, That - 
it reſpective like, when Furties are ſo taken notice of, | | 


2 . as to appoint a Judi- 
catory for maivging their Affairs, which could not be _—— at the Aſ> 


ſembly: And ſlighting like, when things, are neglected: Andit is more fauſ- 
Hing to Parties, when Buſmeſs is heard «to the ful, Sc. As to the Multitude: 
of Members, this tends to the ſecurity of the Church; and there is a ne- 


ceſſity, that many ſhould be Named, becauſe Preſbytries, are to ſend their 


Members by turns, and many times, many Preſby tries ſends none at all, 
which makes the Cgnmilſiton to be frequently ſtraitned, for want of a: 
Quorum. Moreover, the Commiſſion is ſtill anſwerable to, and Cenſur- 
able by the Aſſembly for their conduct, and are always called to an ac- 
count accordingly: As tor inſtance, That. Commiſſion which reponed Mr. 
Grabame, and that Commiſſion which Reponed Mr. Hepburn, and there is 
a great Regulation now upon our Commiſſion, in compariſon of what 
was in former Times: As is clear from Af. 1703; Ad 6th, anent the bet- 
ter attendance of Members at the Commiſſion, and Add 42h, of the ſaid 


Aſſembly, their Quorum, is to be Twenty one, whereof Fourteen are to be 


Miniſters. And in Af. 1711, page 11th, Their Members are augmented 
to Thirty one, whereof Twenty are to be Miniſters, But ſee the whole 


| AK, where you'l ſee ſeveral other Regulations, and at your leaſure con- 


ſult AF. 1904, Ad 16, Anent the Regulations of the Commiſſion; with Af. 


e unprinted Acts, where, a Diet was appointed. for conſidering 
the Appointments from Preſbytries,anent the Regulation of the Commif | 


fon. As td the bad effects of ſome Commiſſions, they:r pleaſed to Name 


two, viz. That of the Reſolutions in anno 1650, and that which Reponed 
Mr. Grabame. As to the firſt, I have told you my mind tally, in anſwer 


td Grievance 1, 2, 3, &c. As to the ſecond, concerning Mr, Grahame, the 


Commiſſion was not approven by the Ae as I told you above, and 
he was ordered to be taken notice of, as you'l ſee from A 1704, AF 12, 
page 13. againſt Socinian and Arminian Errours. 2 BEAN 
Griev. XXVI. There has not been a conſtant Teſtimony" kept up by 
this Church, againft Sin of all forts in Perſons of high and low Stations, 
and in perſons veſted with Offices, Ecclefiaſtick or. Civil, in their ſeve- 
ral Relations, & under all Conſiderations ; neither hath there been faith- | 
ful Warning againſt Sin, Snares and Dangers, which the poor Nation was 
in Hazard of; neither hath there been ample Declarations of the Nations 
preſent Duty, as in former Times, &. ENS W 
Anſ. Tm aſtoniſh'd to hear them alledge ſuch. things; For I can ap- 
zeal to the manifold Acts of Aſſembly againſt prophaneneſs, ſuch as Aſ- 
fembly, 1694. Page, 6, Af. 97. p. 14. Aſ. 98. FE 24. Af-170r, P. 20. Aſ. 1706, 
Page, 13, Ic. As alſo to the many Faſts appointed by this Church, ſuch 


a thatof Lf; 1690, F. 14. Af. 1700, . 8. Af. 1701, 2. 13. Af 1704, 


: is P. 382 
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63 > Ti Aniwer to the F Farr of Humt Pleadings, : 
pron Af. 1705p. 19. . 179, p. 11. Af. 1911, page, 14, Cc. And 
. 5 T Na 10 full betwirt the 1638, and 49, as to the Acts of 
Parlement and Acts of Aſſembly againſt Prophanneſs, which are ap. 
Winted to bs read twice every Tear 1 all our Congregations, mmi 4 
0 and it ſeems they have forgot, The Seaſonable Alarm for Scotland, 
1704 The Ad of the Commiſſion of the General Aſembly, againſt the Eu- 
lic Liturgy, and all innovations in the Worſhip of Anno, 1709. 
Scaſonable N publiſbed, 1710. The Seaſonable Warning by the Com- 
nion of the Kirk, concerning the Danger of | Popery &c. Printed, 1712, 
they have forgot alſo the pains which ſeverals in thi®Church were at, to 
warn us of our hazard by Pamphlets from time to tune, ſuch as, Pope: y 
Revivine & another Eutituled the Danger of Popery from Scots & Engliſh 
Colledges abroad. With Biitains Alarm, &c. Dialogue beiwixt the Coun- 
try:Man and the Curate. And if you will but reflect upon the Diligence 
of this Church in their addreſs to the Government againſt Prelacy, a- 
inſt the Toleration and Patronage, with their Addreſſes againſt the C- 
lion, Yule Vaccance, Oc. Im ſure you' be convinced of the unjuſtneſs 
of their Charge againſt this Church, and to what a low paſs is Prelacy 
brought to in this Nation when ſeveral of their Meeting-Houſes in Edin- 
burgh; are now ſhut up? And that which was at Glaſcas, is quite given 
over. And generally in the Norb they are diſperſed. I, do not deny, 
But theſeworthy Miniſters who lived betwixt the 1638, & 49, deſerved 
their own praiſe; for their faithful contendings againſt the ſins of the times, 
but I'm ſure if you] think an what I have mentioned, in this and other 
Grievances, you'l find that this Church ſince the Revolution has been no- 
thing ſhort of them. Astotheir contendings againſt Popery, Prelacy, Armi- 
niaui ſin, e c. as you'l fee above, in my Anſwer to Grievan- 
J ooo 1 1 
-*Griev, XXVII. The Miniſters in the City and Country did not when 
the Union Was carrying one, diſcover the evils of it as they ought; and 
in their addreſs againſt it, they did not approve the Topicks from whence 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments might have been drawn: Such as our Covenants 
and ſuch as our Addreſs againſt it were; the inſueing Aſſembly did not a- 
prove ef them in particular, and aſter ĩt was concluded, The Miniſters ge- 
nepally ceaſed from their former Teſtimony, yr. 
Im mer ſorry to find Mr. Hepburn with his People continu- 
ing id unjuſtly to aſperſe this Church with the Miniſters thereof, for the 
moſt of the Miniſters both in Town and Country, did hold out the evil 
of the Uuion, and in the ver) Face of the Cbmnffion, Where a vaſt num- 
ber ef /Nebiliry and Gentry were preſent to'overawe us: Yea, and pro- 
tefted\apaiaſt us and took Inſtruments, and left the Commiſſion There- 
don, I fay that even then, it was aſſerted that the Union was con- 
Ar e the Word of God, the Fundamental Laws of the Nation, 


and 
dur 


fa Vindication E n. Church ef Scotland, G 


and commend and thank them for their great Zeal, faithfulnel and ae 
* ligence which they have evidenced in their aids proceedings 5 * they 
do find, that they have managed the Affars of the Church, 'Commit- 


„ted to them by the late General Aſſembly, conform to the Inſtructions 
. thereanent, And here I cannot but obſerve that by the Sub, Act of AL 


oy, 1766, Commiſſion Books are only to be atteſted: in-a negative 
1 7 


e unto theſe of Synods, And yet by this rb, Act of A, 1907; the 
Proceedings of the preceding Commiſſion are ratifyed and 3 
ſitively & lolkemnly, as former Commiſſions had been, becauſe of their 


extraordinary faithfullneſs, Zeal, and diligence in addrefling and petition- 


ing the Parliament againſt the Dange:s and evils fear d from the defipn'd 
Incorporating Union with England, and T muſt ſay, That the moſt Part ef 


e Miniftets in that Commiſſion 1706, which fat in the time e the 


Dion, Parliament were againſt - the Union. And by their Addrefles 
to the Parliament, yet to- be ſeen in the Acts of Afﬀembly, have 
declared fo much to the World. However now it is fix d, «< | 


ha 
rality of the Nation are gone into it, and having done what was Duty - 
y the 


on our Part againſt it; we may have the more Peace, and may th 


more freely obey lawtully all juſt Acts, paſt — — *. of 
„that, whatever bethe -— 


Gregt Britain. And I deſire all of them to con 
Inconvenienees, and dangerous Conſequents of the Uion, to our Civil & 
Religious Interefts; yet e ſhould approve of it in ſo far as it tends to the 
Preſervation: of the Proteſtant Succe 

& Religion; tho we.approvenot of the Union it ſelf, complexly conſider d. 


All which had certainly, or at leaſt, as toll probable appea + 


ruin'd at the laſt Rebellion, when the Pretender came to Scotland Rad 
there not been an Dion. This is my Opinion now, notwithſtanding that 


I was as far againſt the nion as any of my ſtation, in the Nation; and 


am yet againſt it complexly conſidered; tho as Iſaid abeve theproteſtant 


Succeffion, &c:Had been ruined had the Union not been. In the end of this 


Grievance, Mr. Hepburn would have the Worldbelieve, that he was more 


againft the Union than other Minifters in the Nation, But 1 would defire 
that Mr. Hepburn, it be ſo, would let the World fee, hom he will vindi- 


cate himſelf from what Mr. Loc kharr, in his Menvirs, ys to the contra · 


ry, for page 28 1, he tells us, That Cuningham ef Aiket, beg fent into 


the Country, to bring in the People t0. vai ſe the Fm liament. y be gn 
from Edinburgh, e hauing ſoon obtain d aul gain d entire cre- 


dit, wth the Ringleadeys, the firft diſcovery he made, was, That the Courr, 


fearing a ſorm from thente, had gained ever My. Hepburn, a Mountain Came- 
ronan Miniſter, and the darling of the People, to their fide, Aud he ſerv'd 


bur Covenan ings of that Commiſſion, H appeal ts 
the AA of d Proceedivgs of the 


wn, with our Properties, Liberties - 


—— 


* 


_ 


Anl. As to the proceedings of this Church, a 


1 Anſwer to the firſt Part ef Humble Pleadings, 
alem at @ y z and nbo be roared as much as any againſt the Union, he did 
ncuert beleſs oppoſe all their Meaſures of appearing openly againſt it; And 


Cuningham aving acquainted ſeverals, particularly Mr. M*millan, anather | 


5. meronian Mini ſier, who was ſincere, in his oppoſition 20 the Union, of Mr. 


\ Hepburn's Villany, they ſoon withdrew the People from Hepburn, and Mr. 
M millan became the leading Man and Oracle of the Party. Now let Mr. 
Hepburn Vindicat himſelf from this, and I ſhall be ſatished. 


Sriev. XXVIII. That when the deteſtable Bill about the Toleration 


was depending before the Houſes, The Miniſters of this Church pleaded 

| not againſt it ſo ſtrenuouſſy nor on ſuch irre fragable grounds, nor witn 
V ſuch a deep concern, as the importance of the Thing, and their ſtation un- 

| denyably call'd for. They cal it a vaſt, and almoſt boundleſs Tolerati- 


on. But we cannot ſee that condemning of it flom Scripture and our 
known Principles thereon founded. 9 


gainſt the Toleration, I 


appeal to the Act of the Af. May 13. 1712. Sf 11. Where the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, having call d the Commiſſion of the former Aſſembly to an 


account for their proceedings, ſince the laſt Aſſembly, they paſs this Act 
following. The General A embly, hauing conſidered the proceedings of the 
Cmmi ſion of the late General Aſjembl 


n particular, having had produced, — read lie fore · them, the Repreſentations, 


made by them to Her Majeſty, concerning. the Bill, entituled a Bill, to prevent 


: diſturbing of theſe. of the Epi[copal-Communion in Scotland in the. exerciſe of 


I beir Religious Worſhip, and in the uſe of the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land, and for Repealing an act againſt irregular Marriages and Baptiſins, 


then ng in Pafliament,& the Bill for reftaring of Fatronages, which were 
— by them, on their n of the Proceedings of the aid Commiſſion. 
Th their vote, & hereby Do unauimouſly te and 


- zatifie the foreſaid Het of tbe ſaids Commiſſions, in the premiſſes, and in 
particular, the ſaid Rep 

in toten ef their ſaid approbation,theybereby ordain the | 

to. be here inſerted Verbatim. Moreover if the Repreſentations them- 


Repreſentations, as having beenmoſt faithful & [eaſonable, 
aidRepreſentations 


” 
- * 


tion the Parliament a 


conſidered, That the Commiſſioners from this Church, who were at London, 


. dependance of 


— 


with relation to publick Affairs, and 


we . 4 | - : fl K * 


Or a Vindication of the Church of Scotland, Cc. 66 
notwithſtanding of all their noiſe and clamour. So that Im aſtoniſiid to 
hear Mr. Hepburn and his People cry out ſo unjuſtly againſt this Church 

which bas done ſo much, uhen in the mean time they have done nothing, 
except to clamour and make a noiſe unjuſtly againſt the Church, which 
has, and is doing much againſt it. I pray that the Lerd may forgire 
them for the untruths they have ſpread about this Church, and about 
= this Buſineſs, among the reſt: And as to this Church, her only making 
| uſe of humane Laws and weapons againſt the Toleration and Patronages, 
| but not of the Word of God: This People ſtill forget themſelves; for did 
| Hot the Covenanters in the 1638, juſtify their Practice then, by citing Acts 
of Parliament in the Covenant, and I believe you'l not getme — bu | 
ture, as the ground of their procedure, in it all; and moreover, did not 
the Commiſſion oi the Aſſembly in theYear 1709, make an excellent Act, 
. condemning all innovations in the Worſhip of God, as being not only con- 
trary to the Laws of the Land, but alſo to our Cunfeſſun of P 


/ 
6 [ 
4 


trary 5 a n a aith, founded 5 
1 on the Word of God, when the Engliſh Service was firſt ſet up at Ein- 
Th bingh, after the reading of which, may they not bluſh and be-aſhamed> 
-_ _ Gr4ev. XXIX. About the Oath of Abjuration, Gee. 

Anſ. The Parliament of £xgland, under the Direction of ur Glorious 

| Deliverer, King William, framed this Oath, toconfirm thꝭ Subjects alledg- 

i | iance to Him to excite and quicken the Nations zeal againſt the Pretend- 

f er, and totye them faſt to a Proteſtant Succeſſor. In oppoſition-to ſich, — | 
/ Theſe are the Reaſons of it's being impoſed at ſirſt; and they wereof ſo - * | 
F# eat weight, that not only Officers Civil and Military, But alſo al meme 
ers of Parliament, with the diſſenters in England amd Ireland, went into 

this Oath, and took it, according to the Act of Parliament; and the occa- 

7 ſion of it's being impoſed upon the Church of Scotland was, a Bill's being 

4 preſented to the Parliament, for a Toleration to the Epiſcopal Clergy in 
Scotland, who are generally Facobites, and for the preventing whereof, 

5 Our Friends in the Houſe of Peers; being perfu / aded, that, if the Tolera- 

2h tion was clogged with the Oath of Abjuration, it would prevent, the Bill's 

. paſſing in the Houſe. of Commons, not doubting that any in the eſtabliſn- 

1 ed Church of Scorland wouldrefule it, and at leaſt they thought it would 

- make the Toleration otvery little uſe to the Epi/copal Clergy in Scotland 

4 which certainly it had done, had the Miniſters of the eſtabliſned Church 
4 of Scotland all gone into it, and to make tis. effectual, knowing that 
- they were all night in the main, They afterwards changed the Word A8 
* into WHICH, and the word LIMITED, into «ENTAILED.» And with- 
= al, declared, That there neither was, nor it any Thing in the Oath nf Abju- | 
2 ration, inconſiſtent with Freſbyterian Principles. And when the Mimiſters 

& were to take this Oath, by reaſon of the Prejudices which the People had 


233 | drunk in againſt it; They gave in to the uſtices of Peace, who were, to 
5 | Adminiſter the ſaid Oath to them, a ſub{cxibed Declaration, Leanne \ 
E > Wo 2 ... +” | 


= 
AN 
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* 


* 


— 


— 


ur chat tory of it's ſecuring the Church of El and; It's but a groſs 


© 


K 


ed 177 \ With an 


— 


„ . Hr HAnſper t the fift part of HumblePleadings, | 
te Sence Which they took it in, and this was to prevent their Enemies 
Wynn, that; they had taken it in another ſenſe than really they did: nd 

* —— that if they could not have taken it withour a Deelara- 
tion; they would not have taken it with one. And the Declaration nei 
ther males the Sence better nor worſe, for it cannot make the Oath have 
d any other Senſe, than truly it had, and that we took it in the right ſenſe, 


iament's 
above Explication and Declaration: As. alſo from the Commiſlions ſenſe. 


& that our Declaration was the true Senſe, is clear from the P 


put upon it, m, 1912; in their Addreſs concerning it; and the Queen's. 
_ apptobation:thereof in her Majeſties Letter to the General Aſſembly. But 


notwithſtanding of all this, they r pleaſed to refer your Readers for the Ar- 
fink ar . or five Pamphlets, ſuch as The Oath of 
_dbjuratiou-inquired into, The Oath of Abjuration Conſidered, The Qath of 
Abjuration: Diſplayed, 4 V indication of the Non-jurants, in two Parts, Print. 
Effay ypon the Deſign, Re ence, Penalty & Conſequence 
1 Oath: And L agam refer them to theſe following, in favours. of the 
athofAbjuration, wiz. To the two Anſwers to the Oath of Abjuration 


guments-againit the Oath, to 


Diſplayed; The two Dialogues, with The Vindication of the Miniſters & Elgers 


vie bebe gaben the Oath of Aljaration. Which, if they l read without pre- 


judice; Fm convinced all their doubts about it will evaniſh. 
impoſing upon weak people : Indeed the ſecurity of the Succeſſion in the 
Prateftant-La 


.  " eftbyiit, more than another: Yea, I own that the Church of England is ſe- 


indeed aſterwards when the Succeſſion is 
ſeſſion, before he enter upon the ini 


_ _ ed'before the Commengement-of the Union, which accordingly he has 


* 


- 


en Swear to ſupport 


— 


— 


” 


done; as you ſee when I come to Grievance 20rh..I ſhall put one queſti- 
| Oath of Abjurati- 
Bud, & s this: Did they Swear to do this before he was in Poſſeſſion, r 
ere be was in Poſſeſſion, they could not; becauſe he was not 
of England : Fer it is well 


i was Calumiſt, and yet we 
duch — $7 not hind- 


en to ſuch People, who think that theſe who took the 


obliged tobe of the Communion of the ( 


* — — — * os — 
ws 3 
a4 


is Sworn to, but no particular ſet of Proteſtants is ſecur- 


cured by it, as alſb are the Diſſenters. But it is, in fo far us they are both 
Proteſtants, but nothing of either Hierarchy or Ceremonies are ſecured by it; 
and the Succeſſor is in Po- 
jon, he muſt take the Cor- 
onatien Oath, (and he is not obliged to this, till he be in Poſſeſſion, 
- - andthe Succeſſion as to him be over) by which he Swears to maintain 
the Hierarchy of the Church of England, and at the ſame. time, he is to 
Swearto Mamtainour Church Government in Scotland, as it was Eſtabliſh- 
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F bad taken itz 


— | 


8 
ples or Practices of a King, as is clear ir 


nor any Probyteriay in he Kingdom, ade bad taken the ſaidOath, 
10 


yea none could take it, but of the Communion of the Church ei „ | 


f the Church of England; which is a very 


2 what | 
to am thinking Perſon. Moreover, the Commiſſion ot the Aſſembly in 
ttmeir Addreſs to the Queen, concerning the Oath of Abjuration, dated at 


69 - © An Anſwer to the Firſt Part of Aumble-Pleadings, 

by their above ſaid Vote. And if by the Oath, we are obliged to ſupport 

e prey What es. 

Ii had the High Flyers, to crave the adding of à Clauſe, for that very 
bend? But the grand minke in all this Buſineſs, is Peoples taking the 
"Coronation Oath, and[Proviſions of the Poſleſſor, to be conditions of the 


- Succeſſion, which is a greſs miſtake: And ſo they think, that we Swear, 


that, We ſhall have none to be our King, but ſuch as ſball bs ofthe Communion 
x w falſe Not ion of the Oath. In- 
. deed if the Neſbyterian Miniſters had taken an Oath, which obliged them 
to ſupport the Church of England, with their Hierarchy and Ceremonies 
they had ſinned greatly; or it they had Sworn to oblige the Succeſſor to 
join in C&nmunion with the Church of England, they had been very much 
to blame. But I do aver, that there was no ſuch thing, and any Perſon 


| IS that has taken the ſaid Oath, has free liberty to pray for a Reformation 
t England and Ireland, and to uſe all lawful means for the effe&nating 


thereof. Now ſeeing the Coinmiſſion gave their ſenſe of the Oath, and 


the Queen acdepted the ſame, conſidering alſo, that the Government has 


declared, that there is nothing in the Oath, inconſiſtent with Preſbyterian 


Principles, I'm aſtoniſnhed to hear Men fix more upon the Oath, than 


_xeally it can bear; or the Impoſers AE that jt ſhould bear. And ſee- 
ing we were convinced from theſe confiderations, with others above, that 
it Was lawful; if we had not taken the ſaid Oath, when it was impoſed 
upon us by lawful Authority; what would all the Nobility. and Gentry 


m bath Nations, yea what would the Diſſenters in England and Treland, 


with all the Proteſtants through Europe, who wiſhed well to the Prote- 


: ſtant Succeſſion thought of. us ? and might not the Government been ſo | 


1 at our conduct, as to have ſtraitned us in our Priviledges? And 
t the Epi ſeqpalt might have done, upon our Refuſal, may be obvious 


Hinburgb May 14. 1712. tells her Majeſty, That all the Srrupters about the 
_ Cath, nomichſtauding of their Scruples, do fully agree with: the reſt of their 
_ Brethren; in aſſerting therr Loyalty to ebe Queen, and diſomning any Title or 


. Right in the Pretender, or any orber. As alſo their dutiful and Zealons con- 


carts for the Succeſſon of the Crown, in the Proteſtant Line, &c. All which theß 


were willing to affirm," by their great Oath if required. And moreover, 


wd huey add, Ve cannot bim in all bumble duty to. your Majeſty, and Chriſtian 
dhanity io one another, aud for preſerving the Unity, Peace and quiet of this 


rel, moſt humbiy and earnefly Addreſs your Majeſty, that ſuch of us as may 


mein unclrar, gs to-the:taking of the ſaid Oath, may yet be favourably. re- 


_ - garded by your, Majeſty; as your moſti Loyal and dutiful Subjects, and that your 
Majeſty, would be moſt Graciouſly pleaſed.:to interpoſe for their relief in ſuch 
Lan, n Rojo We/aom, you 


e * 2 


ſball judgemoſt expedient ; From which. 
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Or a Vindication of #08" Courer 1. . 


I obſerve, that theſe who have taken the Qath of Abjucation, have been 
rt | very tender towards, and very much concerned fox their Brethrev, Wu: 
a A not take the Oath.of Abjuration, lefg an trouble ſhould have coma. > ,* 
ry upon them, upon this account; and Lwiſh, heartily, that the Aopgurants, 


- * Po + 


ie in this Countpy, had been as tender of thofe who have taken the Oath, - | 
he in uſing their endeayours with the People, as the Furants have done with: 
r, | the Government. Let no body miſtake me, for Im very far frem Re- 
„ flecting upon pay Nox urants in the Nation, except ſome tew!of theſe in 

n Nithſdale with Mr. Hepburn, who have not been ſo Brotherly, as could 


- 


m ᷣ]p— ßf%%( Y herds rote 7 
; Griev, XXX. That the Parliament enjoined, and this Church hath ge? 
0 nerally complyed with, a certain ſet Form of Words, to be 7 ö 
h in publick Prayers, which is counted a {ad incroachment upon the Mini- 


n ſterial freedom, Miniſters having their Commiſſion and Inſtruction from: - 
1 their only Head Chriſt. Ce. ? Gr SS SEE. ; 
5 Anſ. The Scots Epiſcopal Clergy, Pray ing for the Pretender, under the 
1 | Title of our Sovereign, for the preventing thereof in times coming, the 
8 Parliament appointed Miniſters to Pray, for Queen Anne, the Princeſs 
t Sophia, and the Royal Family in expreſs Words; and let People pretend 
a what they pleaſe, to quarrel the appointing of ſuch a Prayer in expreſs” 
Wordls, for the preventing of ſuch a deſign, is in: my Opinion Jomewhat, 
g ſtrange ; and what follows in the Grieyancey ſeems to confirm me in this 
a my Opinion; For they ſay, as to the Matter of this impoſed Prayer, we 
f would be informed why one [!/uſtrious Proteſtant Family, tho Lutheran, is 
y requir'd to be Pray'd for, and not others, ſuch as that of Sweden, and the 
q Calvinift Family of Prufia. And then they add, if it be ſaid, becauſe the 
Illuſtribous Family of Hannover is Elected Succeſſor to the Cron f Britain, 
We would yet ask 1mo, Is not Pray ing, eſpecially in publick, that the 
Lord would be Guarantee to that Succeſſion, to be eonſtructed, an ap- 
probation of it in all it's Circumſtances, as ſettled by the Engliſh Parlia- 
ment? To which 1 anſwer, that it is as to the Succeſſion in that Fami- 
Ty, being Proteſtants. 2dly, They enquire how, can Miniſters approve 
of the Succeſſion ſo ſettled, & keep themſelves free of approving the Luzh-, 
erean and Hierarchical Errours, ſeeing the Lluſtiious Famalyyof Hanover is } 
ofthe. Lutherean Perſwaſion, and by the AZ of Entailment, is obliged to be 
of the Communion of, and to maintiain the Superſtitious Zrgliſh Church, 
unleſs they diſburden their Conſciences at that ſame time, by an expreſs | 
and ample Condemnation of theſe Errors? Io which I anſwer, that they '. 
can do it, very well, for neither are the Lutherean, or Hierarchical Errors, 
conditions. of the Succeſſion, And for further aniwer, I refer you. fo what I 
have ſaid upon the preceedingGrievance about theOath 2100 uration, with 


relation to the Succeſſion, and hat I ſaid there alſo, concerning the Oath 
of Allegiance to the Ff, aſter his taking the Coronation Oath. I re 


om 


__ nM wer to tbe Fan of Humble-Pleadings. 
+ fer you allo to Grievance 18th, eoncerning Pra yers for the Confederat's ; 
And I deſire, that you would turn back & read them, n farther, 
25 „Vou enquire, how can Probyrerian Miniſters of the C of Scor- 
_ Tad, approve of the Succeſſion of one, who in all humane probability, will 
de an Eflemy to them, and this Church, as being both by his Principles | 
and Laws, fl ding his Claim to the Throne, bending againſt the Cal- 28 
"  -,oin/}, and the Pebyrerian Intereſt, Te. * 0 
0 Which 1 Anſwer, that I can very well approve of the Succeſſion ſee- ver 
__ of nothing elſe but the Succetion, with the qualification (| ba 
thereof, being Proteſtant, and it'sfalſe that he, in all humane probability, ject 
will be an Enemy to this Church; for His Ma je at His ne ast 


into his Council, even before it was chang'd, was pleas'd to declare, that dor 
underſtanding that the Law requires, that He ſhould, at His firſt Acceſſi- bet 
dn to the Crown, take and Subſcribe the Oath, Relating to the Security to. 
ol the Church of SCOTLAND, He was ready to do it upon this His firtt I thi 
Oppertunity; And accordingly His Majeſty took the faid Oath, in the Ey 
re 
GORE King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of the 
J I Faith: c. Do faithfully Promiſe and Swear, that J will inviolably 
= Maintaln and Preferve th Settlement of the true Proteſtant Religion, 
3 with tbe Government, Worſhip, Diſcipline, Rights & Priviledgesof the Church 
ef Scotland, as efabliſbed by Laws made there, in Proſecution of the Claim 
_ of - and particularly by an A, Entituled, An Act for ſecuring the 
| nt Religion, & Pp yterian Government; And by the At; paſſed an 
in both Furliaments of both Kingdoms, for Union of the two Kingdoms. So Pe 
Help Me G00. eee ee e al 
And a Copy of this Inſtrument ſo Subſcribed is lodged in the publick Re- * 
gilters of Scorland, and another Copy of it is put amongft the Archieves x 
London. This is what King George has Sworn, and this makes me ap- t 
n 
t 


_ prove the more of His Succeſſion, let Mr. Hepburn and his Peeple ſay 
What et concerning this; yea, it makes me approve of it, not- } 
withſtanding that he was Lutherean, in his Principles; and ſince His Ac- 1 
1 *o the Throne, in His Coronation Oath to England, has Sworn to 1 
| - Maintain the Church of Exglaud, as by Law Eſtabliſh'd, with which m ; 
Oath is not in the leaſt concerned; otherways I deſire, that they wou 

.. - free the Covenanters, betwixt the 1638, ayd 49, from approving of the 
Hierarchy and Ceremoniesof the Church of England, ſeeing they took an 
Oath of Allegiance to K. Charles the firſt, who in his Coronation Oath 

A Warn to maintain the Hierarchy aud Ceremonies. ofthe Church o | 
: „ well as King Gewge did by his; tho I wiſh heartily-that nei- 
ther che one nor the other had done ſo. For furtheranſwer to this, I refer 
N my anfwer. to Griev. 241b. on Inſtance 3d. 4cbly. they Inquire, 
Wat rande hath the Hanoverian Family given of their Affection to the 
Vw RR cu gg . 
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I Profienian Church-of Scotlayd, and that he will defend, maintain and fig 
5 port it to his power? Sc. To which I anſwer, that the Coronation Oatn 
1 mentioned above, with the time of his faking it, ſufficiently. anſwers this 

} 


Queſtion: And I think he has done nothing 8 to the foreſaid Oath 
as yet; Lea, I hope that, through Proceſs of time, he may do ſomething 
in the Reforming of both England and Ireland; tho Tm ſure, that he has 
| very little encouragement from them: But on the contrary, they do all 
| that in them lyes to embaraſs his Government, by their thus wickedly ob- 
| citing againſt his Succeſſion, and diſturbing both Church and State. And 
| as to what . ſay, of this being contrary to our Covenants, and to what was 
5 done at the Reception of King James the 1ft, and King Charles . the 2d. 
before they were admitted to the-Goyerument, I refer-you to my anſwer 
to Grievance 12h, about the Covenants z/ and if what has been ſaid upon 
this, or any other of the Grievances, has any manner of way opened their 
Eyes, then: T hope they Il be as good as their word, to ſupport his Majeſty 
our preſent Soveraign; and here 1t would be obſerved, that the Motion an- 
ent the Prafian Family, took it's ſpring from the late Tory Miniſtry; 
(tho Mr. Hephurn's People may not believe this.) For they propoſed: to 
the King of Fryſta's Miniſter at London, that his Maſter ſhould unmediate- 
ly ſucceed after the Queen, if he would fall in with the Meaſures of the 
two Courts of Britainand France : But the deſign of this was ſoon obſerved 
by the King of Prufja, asithe Annalls of King George, V. I. P. 123, ſhews us. 
| Griev 31. Ihe AQ reftoring Patronages is a great Grievance,and not duely wreſted © 
and witneſſed againſt by this preſent Church, This 44 was fram'd in the Briti 
Parliament 1712. And we ſee nothing of Moment done by this Church againſt it ; 
and if they made any oppoſition, it was very faint, Ce. wg: oh 
An. This will appear to the world from what follows to be a groſs-falſchood 
whereby they impoſe upon poor untbinking People; andl pray heartily, that God 
may open their Eyes, that they may not any longer be deluded by them: now to- 
the grievance I Anſwer, that it is moſt falſe; for the Commiſion of this Church ha! 
made 2 Repreſentation to the Parliament againſt Patronages, which is to be ſeen is 
the Acts of the General Aſembiy 1712, which was approven by the General Aſſem; | 
bly as moſt Faithful and Seaſonable; and, in token of the ſaid Approbation 
Teyordained it to be inſert Verbatim amonſt” the Acts of Aſſembly, and further the A- 
ſembly adds. ( when ſpeaking ofthis Repreſentation, aud that againſt the Tolerat ion] 
that they do not only 4 of the forſaid two Adreſſesand Repreſentations above Tnſerr, 
But alſo hereby do further impower the Commiſſion, appointed iy them, to Advert careful 
ly to the concerns of this Church, in the Matters above mentioned; and Ordains them ts 
uſe all dutiful and proper Means for obtaining n is or may be found therein 
Grievous 3 and to Advert to, and lay bold, with all Duty and defere nee, on every fit. Oc- 
caſion ; For that effect: and are v, not juſt now in cue dilrgentie, having ſent tw 
of our Members to London with full Inſtructions to uſe their outmoſt endeavours to 
et this Grievance redreſt : And tho? they ſnould not get it done, can this Church 
belp it, more thau the Church of Scotland could do, betwixt the 1638 and 49 dur- 
ing all which time; Patronages were continued, no doubt againſt their will; and 
et there was'no ſeparation from the Church, then upon'the Account thereof. Now , 
. — Mr. Hepburn and his People quarrel this Church, for her ſmall Endeavour 
ald Patrogages, narnithffanding of all lt is aid above, L. deff ere, 
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2 An Anſwer tothe Firſt Bert of kumble leading 


kat the m let the World know what greats hay have pet fre l, für th 
Rewer * this rierancs? and if they 3 8 what means all this 


Clamour and noiſe then? and ſhguld 1 not t ey bluln an be Aſham ed ſo unjuſty 
ſtill to accuſe a whole Curcb?ꝰ 
Griev. XXIII. That the Parliament las Repealed the Abtagaitf theObſervation 
of the Days af Yule or Chr mote and ſo allow'd and enacted theſe Days to be kept, 
28 The were 9 the moſt Co orrupt Times,and this 1s pt duely Witneſſed a- 
Ta ay by the Chur : 
| B% s is a Grievance to us as well as to them; 4 and great endeavours: has been 
| uſed br the removal thereof, and it was dohe'in Part; being Reduced into eight 
12 5: And it was Trend the fault of the Church; nor of ſeveral of our good Friends 
ae 1 hy they were not altogether taken. away; yea I'm intormed that 
Ten the ei "hey Daya were Lot obſerved. But let the Churc ; with their good Friends 
ot 


do what can for the removal of thoſe things, hich are truly Grievous, yet 
If it be n ne, then the Church is to blame. But ſhould not ſuch as Accuſe.us 
. conſider hat the Day of Judgment is Coming, when t muſt Anſwer to the Im- 
Partial Jud III. e for their unjuſt Aſpert ions upon this Chure 
*Griev. XXXIU: That this urch hath detended every — Poeferrions or at 
leaſt extenuated theſe; which art ſo palpable as they Gant be got directly juſti- 
fied thereby, The Nations ſins are 54 wreathed upon it, Re pentance is Obſtructed, 
2 the Godly affended and d, and many Weile follows, Sr. 

m — ſorry to hear, that Men of fogreat a Profeſſion aver ſuch Things 

face of the whizh are not true; and :eal to what is ſpoken above, 
8 the Probation of this Chiarb, her having been it be eat Pains to A real Grievan 
des removed, and her being truly ſorry when they are not: if Mr. Hepburn 
| hnhis Prop le know any better way for the getting of them elreſtel than the ways 
we take, Fi engage if they'l join with us, chat the Churoh ſhall moſt cordially Con- 
Fur with them for the effectuatingof them by all juſt and Regular Ways. But, is! 
_ theſe nam'd by them as Grievances ot Defoctions, ſuch as the Aſſemblles bein 
led by the civil Magistrat, and Faſts being appointed by the ſame; with A = 
" ations, for the Preſervation of W Yy Liberty and our Religion, The Oath of 


here are indeed but too man 1 with us; s 2h is the great Sin of Mini- 
that they do not, with ſo much Zeal and Courage, ſhew their diſlike 


ainft them; ” And it — 4 — Sin of our People that do not 


ourn over them, and of our Magiſtrats that they do not y in theis 
5 e as they ought, yet we may confidently Aſſtr That the 
Our e nat ſuch, far any Chriſtian. ought to 
eparation from! ue. Ought they not then to be afhamed to ſpeak, as they 
a3 the Church of Scotland by Cayung,jthat it is true; That, in a general and 
e of this Church acknow that they are — and 

1 75 Dien hut when. Charged with any Sin in Particular, they nauſe- 
195 Ives, inſugh a way, an makes Men of Senſe to think, that they 
or pom Wks, y will * alledge in the fhllowing Part of the Grie- 
Ig BY n Appeal arers, before whom che Caufesof our faſta 
d, and Dk —— thele Ocaaſions, for Probation of the 
; that der ak their Conſdences does not Check them for fue 
. hurch off Scotland. | 
bia tb nen Place, That, lub there has been Re preſen- 


ſome one way, and. ſomeanather; and not a few, to the Ju- 
ad poxticularky to this General 


9 5 75 

N | a — hundred Hands) - Yvt no Redrefs. to 
Srtiek ne 8 "Je WT: emitted by/the-Commidiidn, 

25 And [oc ing judged a eee which on the Contrary, we account 


4 ' 4 o „ 
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Allegiance and Aſſurance, with the oy Ou off Abjuration, are no-Grievances to us. 


(font of which: - 


at 


e Vindication of the Cuche, Scoth. 74 


« bay been eil treated, and look't upon.as unffiends aud Enenties,andthey laſts 
1 de east Line, Me, S bee Mr. Boyd , c. it laſtanve 


1S g I len J 
ty A, The Commiſſion of this Church, im hee; Saſonable {imonition, tells them 
*. that they had conſidered theisGrounds ofSepatation, and that they found noweight | 
* in them; for they were either groundleſs Accuſations, or not relevant Graunds 
t, of Separation; and this is that which Angers them, at. the feaſonalle Admonition, 
A But I do aver the ſame; and fox Probation hereof, IL appeal to my Anſwers to the 
| faids Grounds ofSeparation, orGrieyances. As for the ſeaſonable Amnonition, emits 
an ted by the Conuniſſiqn 1698, in Anſwer to their Grivances, Un convinced, that all 
t impartial Readers thereof will be forced to own, that it is a Paper very well done, 
is for taking up the Differences betwixt the ſeparatiſts and this Cure: And I mut 
it fay, that there is nothing advanced in it but ſolid Truths and pibus Endeavours 
is for the gaining of Peace: And I'm ſure, would they lay afide their: Prejudices, 
et they would ſay ſo themſelves; And I defire, if anybe obanothier Opigionyg that in 
18 their N to this they would touch upon the Particulars which art not LO. More- 
* over the. Freſbytry af Kirkudbright and Mr Sbieldn have: Wrote! Answers, to their 
6 Grievances, and the Commiſſion af this Chutch appointed a Commit tes tor meet at 
at Sangubar, to confex with them there about: And accordingly the ſaid Committee 
Tu met there, and reaſoned with them at full lengtli upon all their Part icular Grievan- 
1, ces : But it ſeems not to their Satisfaction; arid. it ſeems that nothing will be 


really ſo, but what is pleaſing to their Humours, which the ſenſunnhie Almanition 
was not. The Preſpytry of Aikudbright's Anſwers to their Grievances was not-; 
Mr Shielq"iGhooh-Gammunien enquired ine π s not; ye and the Gotiferenct | at 
2 it ſelf was not: and I believe this ſmalb kay max have us little Suabeſs 
as the reſt-3 for in ſhort, I find, That Mr. Ap and his Aflocints their! Itegu- 
larities'with this: People are Pleadings againſt theilbefect ions of the Times, antiail 
the Judicatariesof this Churbh whicwhavecomplained, or pꝛocesded againſt them 
any manner of way, as the Proſbytries of. He, Irving, Hamilton, Dnumff ers. Nirud 
ht and Penpont, with the Synods of Glaſgom Galloway: and Di wn" = the 
bly her ſelf, with her Comm iſiod muſt be all in tite w auc Met 
an in Detections, aud Mr Npð,,ũb?ahdchis ee only de ia the igt « 
which | leave to the diſoret ive Judgment o alli impartial ahi uaprejuilived: Reads 
„ As to Wat they — — Shields aud Mr. Boyd their 
Bubriefa,,1 know litt lermoreconcerdingat; then what is flandeng upon Recott.it. 
the Ads uf Aſſembly, 46goy to uh L rufer „ Only b fim thatt tia(ethabt 
worthy Perfoas, aftet the giving of thoſt n - withithe hitte, 
ang never made any Separation therefrotd ;; yea find The : tenul. audi vroxt hy 
Mr. Shields Writing very affectionat ly upon the ChurchCommunion, andiam * 
ing with very many ſtrong Arguments to take up the differences bet wixt the ſepa- 
ratiſts and this Church; yea, I ſind alſo the Reverend Mr, TB mar Linning in his 
Preface to the ſaid ChurcASmmunka ing into, Vindifting this Church from 
theſe unjuſt Aſperſions, then updn her Meheſe le in his veryBuſineſs. And 
to conclude all, I muſt ſay, That none of all the reformed Churches Abroad, have 
ſuch a low and meaii eſteem of this Church as Mr. Hepburn, and his People have; 
neither has any among them hitherto.offer'd to treat her at ſuch a rate: But L 
now clearly ſee, that the Devil truly changes himſelf into an Angel of Light, at 
leaſt as to appearance; for this is a more; dangerous Rent in the Church of Chriſt 
than many others; for he lays not here Differences betwixt Papifts and Proteſtants, 
nor betwixt Epiſcopals and rep our it nor betwixt Profane Men and holy; But 
he ſows Diſcords amongſt the Godly themſelves, whereby the ife and very Power 
ot Religion is like to be eaten out. I pray heartily that the Lord may make us all 
wiſe to diſcern and avoid his Subtilty, and the God of Peace himaſelf ſettle Peace 
amongſt us and make us all of one and the ſame Mind, le truth, in the 
worſhip and ſervicg of God. But 3 Lend, fox the Lords ſake, Let us put - 
. * We 1 
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75 An Anſwer to the Firſt Part of Humble-Pleadings. 
way our Wrath;ourEnvis,our wranglings and Diviſions, our underm in ing and ſup- 
planting one anothers Credit and Reputation, our whiſperirigs and tale bearings) 
our 5 aggravating and improving of e and -Infirmittes 
with our Pride and Vanity; all which offend and give Scandal. Our differences 
preſage certainly ſome ſad 3 coming upon us. Alas! our Enemies are 
crying, ſo would wehave it: Yea our differences is club-talk to them, and their 
buſineſs is to increaſe them, and to to expoſe us. And it's worthy the Remarking 
that the unſeaſonableneſs of the Strite betwixt Abraham's Herdmen and Lots, Gen. 
3's 92 is aggravated from the nearneſs ot the Cananites and Perrizzites that then 
dwelt in the Land And Brent ius a German Divine, when his Brethren were (cut- 
ling ohewit another, in the middle of the Popiſn Party, made a werthy ſpeech, | 
.andit may well be apply'd unto us in theſe Times; let all 8 and Bit- 
terneſs (ſaid he) be laid aſide; For our Advetſaries yet live, 4nd. grow dai- 
more bold; night and Day, they Labour to extinguiſh the light. rf 
the Goſpel And we are turning Qur Weapons againſt one another, and ex- 
bibite à grateful Spectacle to our Adverſaries who put more truſt and Con- 
in our Content ions, than in all their own Art and Power. Now do we not 
continue ſtill in our follie? And pray what do we think will be the reſult and 
Iflue of all their Differences? If God ſpeedily prevent not, I'm of the Opinion 
it will be the Overturning of our happy Conſtitution, and if that happens (which 
God furbid }, I'm ſure many may the Checks of Conſcience of ſeverals in the Cor- 
ner be for their bygone Conduct: And the great hand they have had in this ruin, 
O For a Days Man to lay his Hand upon both Parties, to take up the Differences. 
All who fear the Lord, People as well as Minifters ſhould tremble at thoſe dread- 
ful Like Judgements hovering over our heads, and ſhould put to their helping 
hands. Weſhoutd unite ourSt againſt. a Common Enemy, and at better 
leaſure, and in a more convenient Seaſon, compound our Difterences. I. believe 
that many upon both ſides, if it came toa trying time could ſuffer for Chriſt's In- 
tereſt, and ſo could die together: Is it not fad then, that they cannot live toge- 
ther? Therefore I again obteſt and beſeech all Fart ies in the Bowels of Chriſt, and 
by all the they have to the Honour of Chriit and his Goſpel, the good of 
precious and Immortal Squls, the ſucee(s of their Labours, and their own Peace in 
a Bying Day, that they toxbear one another, and forgive one another. O! When 
1} rhe Time come when Judab and Ephraim ſhall become one Stick in the Lords 
Hand, and Judah ſhall no more vex Ephraim, ties Bphram Judah, All that I ſhall 
fay further is what the Romans ſaid Hanibal was a . Rome, Hanibal is 
at the Gates, and I fear that nothing but the Fire of GOD! 


s Anger ſodder us to- 
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